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<ffri0i0 



THE OPIUM TRAFFIC. 



The extraordtnary growth of the traffic in opium, and its present 
crisis, will long remain memorable events in the annals of foreign 
intercourse with China. In the tariff, published near the close of 
the last century, opium was placed among the imports, as a medicinr 
al drug, subject to a duty of five mace per catty. Its importation 
from Bengal— 'a plan suggested by colonel Watson, and adopted by 
Mr. Wheeler, vice-president in council-^ seldom exceeded 200 chest$ 
prior to 1767; that year it amounted to 1000, at which rate it continu- 
ed a long time in the hands of the Portuguese. In 1773, the British 
East India Company made a small adventure. In 1781, the Bengal 
government freighted an^ armed vessel with it — the proceeds of 
which were to be paid into the C<$mpany's treasury in Canton. In 
1794, a ship, laden exclusively with it, came to Whampoa. In 1800, 
it was interdicted by the Chinese government. In 1821, the traffic 
was driven from the port^ and has since extended along the whole 
coast, and increased with amazing rapidity. In the summer of 1836, 
a high officer at court, Heu Naetse, in a memorial to the emperor, 
proposed its legalization, and was supported in his recommendation 
by the local government of Canton. In the autumn of the same year, 
another high officer, Choo Tsun, came forward, remonstrating against* 
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its admission, foUowed by Heu Kew and other. The reader will find 
these several documents in the former volumes of the Repository. 
The immediate! result of them was an ed^ct ffom tl^^ emperor, re- 
quiring certain foreigners to leave Canton. That edict was partially 
evaded, and the traffic continued through the year 1837, and until the 
summer of 1838 — and it was said by the dealers, at that time, that %h^ 
local authorities reoe^yed f 75 per chest for eopniyaQce. Of the oc- 
currences during the last twelve months, recorded in the previous 
numbers of this vojume, it is sufficient tot allude here to thoi^e of the 
12th of December and the 26th of March last, the seqaek of vvbieh ia 
now to be detailed. 

His excellency L^in, high commissioner (rom the court of Peking, 
arrived in thi^ city on the 10th of March. He came with plenipoten- 
tiary powers — authorized to do whatever should seem to himself 
right. Born ai^d b^ed in one of the n^antin^ proyii^ces^ and having 
(as he says) early had intimate acquaintance with ail the arts of fo- 
I reigners, he was thcirefore, it would seem, selected for this new and 
{ difficult service. He is now about fifty-five years of age; and is de- 
j scribed by natives (no; for^iigii^er ^as yet seen him) a^ of middling 
I height, rather stout ^ and of stern demeanor. ^0¥ his either qualities, 
as statesman, &c., h^ public documents and prOjC^clings give us no^ 
unequivocal testimonty. His instructions, respecting the traffic kk 
ppium, he received in perscm fro,ra the emperor. And report says,^^ 
that the monarch -^having called befojre hi^m his faithful servant lin, 
yecounted the evils that had kmg afflicted hia children by means of 
the flowing poison; aoid, adverting to the future^ paiised and wept-: 
then^ turning to th^ commissionei^^ s^aid^ " iiow„ alas \ can I die and 
go to the shades c^n^y imp^rkl father and ancesti^ until these dire-, 
ful evils are removed T' At the saine time the emperoif put into hia; 
Iian4« the seal of his high eo|nmi«sioa-^u^e8ting him with power 
(if report be true) such as has on,^ thrice been ^^legat^d by the mn-, 
narohs of the present dynasty — and th^ badfe him ga, txamiMe and 
act . Thus charged, he eam<e. paying made lus entrance into the 
city, eight days were (VScnpied with inquiries, and ii^ preparing edicts^, 
l^ate in the evenii^ of the 18th of March, one of the Ibpreigners (Mn 
Thom) was called to Howqjua^s to translate a paper tOffi>reigners. 
'i^he following appeared the next day. 

No. 1. 
jpdiet from ^imperial cofttmissioner i» fortignfrs of mil nptioftSi 
Lin, high imperial commissioner of the Celestial Court, a director 
of the Board of War, and governor of Hopkwang, i^sue^ hi|S co^« 
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mandsloihe fotei^dert Of etery nation, re^iiirifig of all full acquain- 
tance with the tenor thereof. 

It is known that the foreign veseeU; which come for a reciprocal 
trade to Kwangtdng; have derived from that trade Very large profits. 
This is evidenced by the fiEU&ts,-^that, n^hereas the vessels annually 
resorting hither were forixierly reckoned hardly by tens, their num- 
kier has of late years amounted to a hiindred and several limes ten ; 
that whatever commodities Uiey may have brought, none have failed 
to find a full consumption ; and whatever they may have sought to 
purchase, never have they been unable readily to do so. Let them L 
but ask themselves wbetheir betweeh heaven and earth, any place 
affording so advantageous a cdrntnercial mart is elsewhere to be 
found. It is because our gireat emperors^ in their universal bene- 
volence, have granted you commercial privileges; that you have been 
favored with these advantages. Let odr ports once be closed against 
you, and for what profits can your several nations atiy longer look ? 
Yet more, — our tea and our rhubarb^ — seeing that, should you fo^ 
ceigners be deprived of them, you therein lodb the means of preserving 
life -^ are without stint or gntdge granted to you for exportation year ^ 
by year beyond the seas. Favors never have been greater ! \ 

Are you grateful for these favors t You must then fear the laws, 
and in seeking profit for youi^elves, must not do hurt to others. Why 
do you bring to our land the opium, tvhich Ui your own lands is not 
made use of, by it defrauding men of their property, and causing 
injury to their lives? I find, that With this ihirig yon have seduced 
and deludied the pimple of China for tens of years past; and count- 
less are the unjust hoards that you have thus aeqtnred. Such con- 
dupt rouses indignation in every human h^art, and is utterly inex- 
ciisalde in the eye of celestial reason. 

The prohibitions formerly ^ita^ted by the celestial court against 
opium were Cionfiparativdy lax, aod it was yet possible to smuggle 
the drug into the various pdrts. Of this the great emperor having 
now heard, his wrath has been fearfully aroused, nor will it rest till 
the evil be mtedy extirpated. Whoever among the people of this 
inner land deal in opiiim, ot establish houses for the smoking of it, 
shall be instantly vistteil with the extreniie penalty of the laws ; and 
jt is in €ontemplati0n to render capitnl also the crime of smoking 
the drug. Aud yon, hatkig Come kito the territory of the celestial 
court, riiould pay obedience to its laws and statutes, equally with the 
native of the land. 

I, the high commisiiioner, havjifg irty home in the maritime pro- 
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vince of Fuhkeen, and consequently having early had intimatis ac- 
quaintance with all the arts and shifts of the outer foreigners, have for 
this reason been honored by the great emperor with the full powers and 
privileges of * a high imperial commissioner, who, having repeatedly 
performed meritorious services, is sent to settle the affairs of the outer 
Jrontier/ 

Should I search closely into the offenses of these foreigners, in 
forcing for a number of years the sale of opium, they would be found 
already beyond the bounds of indulgence. But, reflecting that they 
are men from distant lands, and that they have not before been aware 
that the prohibition of opium is so severe, I cannot bear, in the pre- 
sent plain enforcement of the laws and restTictioRs, to cut them off 
without instructive monition. 

I find that on board the warehousing vessels which you now have 
lying at anchor in the Lintm and other offings, there are stored up 
several times ten thousand chests of opium, which it is your purpose 
and desire illicitly to dispose of by sale. You do not consider, how- 
ever, the present severity of the measures in operation for seizure of 
k at the ports. Where will you again find any that will dare to give 
it escort ? And similar measures for the seizure of it are in opera- 
tion also in every province. Where else then will you yet find op- 
portunity of di^osing of it ? At the present time the dealings in 
opium are brought utterly to a stand, and all men are convinced that 
it is a nauseous poison. Why will you be at the pains then of laying 
it up on board your foreign store-ships, and of keeping them long 
anchored on the face of the open sea, not only spending to no pur- 
pose your labor and your wealth, but exposed also to unforeseen dan- 
gers from storms or from fire. 

I proceed to issue my commands. When these commands reach 
the said foreign merchants, let them with all haste pay obedience 
thereto. Let them deliver up to government every particle of the 
opium on board their store-ships. Let it be ascertained by the hong 
merchants, who are the parties so delivering it up, and what number 
of chests is delivered up under each name, and what is the total quanti- 
ty in catties and laels. Let these particulars be brought together in a 
dear tabular form, and be presented to government, in order that the 
opium may all be received in plain conformity thereto, that it may be 
burnt and destroyed, and that thus the evil may be entirely extirpat- 
ed. There must not be the smallest atom concealed or withheld. 

At the same time let these foreigners give a bond, written jointly 
in the foreign and Chinese languages, making a declaration of this 
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effect : ' That their vessels, which shall hereafter resort hither, will 
never again dare to bring opium with them : and that should any be 
brought, as soon as discovery shall be made of it, the goods shall be 
forfeited to government, and the parties shall suffer the extreme pe- 
nalties of the law : and that such punishment will be willingly sub- 
mitted to.' 

I have heard that you foreigners are used to attach great impor- \ 
tance to the word * good-faith.' [f then you will really do as I, the \ 
high commissioner, have commanded, — will deliver up every par- 
ticle of the opium that is already here, and will stay altogether its 
future introduction, — as this will prove also that you are capable of 
feeling contrition for your offenses, and of entertaining a salutary 
dread of punishment, the past may yet be left unnoticed. I, the 
high commissioner, will in that case, in conjunction with the go- 
vernor and lieut-governor, address the throne, imploring the great 
emperor to vouchsafe extraordinary favor, and not alone to remit the 
punishment of your past errors, but also — as we will further request — 
to devise some mode of bestowing on you his imperial rewards, as an 
encouragement of the spirit of contrition and wholesome dread thus 
manifested by you. After this, you will continue to enjoy the advan- 
tages of commercial intercourse ; and, as you will not lose the cha- 
racter of being 'good foreigners,' and will be enabled to acquire profits 
and get wealth by an honest trade, will you not indeed stand in a • 
most honorable position ? 

If, however, you obstinately adhere to your folly and refuse to 
awake, — if you think to make up a tale covering over your illicit 
dealings, — or to set up as a pretext that the opium is brought by fo^ 
reign seamen, and the foreign merchants have nothing to do with 
it, — or to pretend craftily that you will carry it back to your coun- 
tries, or will throw it into the sea, — or to take occasion to go to 
other provinces in search of a door of consumption, — or to stifle 
inquiry by delivering^ "up only one or two tenths of the whole quan- 
tity ; in any of these cases it will be evident that you retain a spirit 
of contumacy and disobedience, that you uphold vice and will not 
reform. Then, although it is the maxim of the celestial court to 
treat with tenderness and great mildness men from afar, yet as it 
cannot suffer them to indulge in scornful and contemptuous trifling 
with it, it will become requisite to comprehend you also in the severe 
course of punishment prescribed by the new law. 

On this occasion, I the high commissioner, having come from the 
capital, have peri^nally received the sacred commands, that wher- 
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twet a law exifits, it is to be fully enforced. And as t have brougM 
these fu)l powers and privileges, enabling me to perform whatever 
iieems to me right,- powers with Which tbdse ordinarily given, for 
inquiring and acting ih t^^ard to other matters, are by no means 
comparable,-80 long as the opiiim traffic remains unextermmated. 
80 long will I delay rty return. I swear that I will progress with 
this matter from its beginning to its ending, and that not a thought 
of stopping halfway shaU for a mortent be mdulged. 

FurthJn,ore, observing the present condition of the popular mmd, 
f find so uaivu.gal a spirit of iHdigttation arowed, that, should you 
foreigners remain dtwi to a sense of contrition and amendment, and 
continue to make gain yoiirWi^i9.x>bject, there will not only be array- 
ed against you the martial terrors ai(tV^w:erfulener^ of <wu naval 
and military forces;— it will be but necessaiT^^Kcall on the able 
bodied of the people {the militia or posse comitatuelTlBl^*^.^ **^^"^ 
will be more than adequate to the placing all your liv^wP^**"'** ^y 
power. Besides, either by the temporary stoppage of your i|J|^"®» ^ 
by the perma^em dosing of the poits against you, what diflP^^'^y 
can there be in efiect^Uy cutting off your intercourse? Qur c^lP*^*^ 
empiret, comprising a tetrritory ^ many thousands of miles, and ^^^' 
sessing in rich abundance all the products of thie ground, has no ben^^"^ 
fit to derive from the purchase of your foreign commodities, and yolP ^ 
m&y tlierefore well jfe^r, that firom the moment such measures ar^ 
taken, the livelihood of your several nations must come to an end^ 
You, whp haye traveled so far to conduct your commercial business, v 
bow is it that you are not yet aUve to the great diffeience between ( 
the condition of vigorous exertioii and that of easy repose — the wide.C, 
distance beitween the power of tho few and the power of the many ? \ 

As to those era% foreigners., who, residH>g in the foieign fectories, \ 
have be^ in the babjt of dealing in opium, I,, the high commission- 
er, have early been provided With a list of them by name. At the 
same time those good fereigoers who hax^e not sold op'ram must also 
not fail to be disthaguished. Su<lh of them as will ponU out their 
depraved feUow-^reignerf, .wUl compel them (o delivec up their, 
opium, and wiM step fei:4h among the foremost to give the required 
bonds, — these sbatt be^ regarded as the g^od foreigners. And I, the 
high Goraaiiisfiioneri will at once for Iheii encouragenent reward them, l 
liberally.. It re$|@ with yourselves alone to choose whether you wiU 
have weal or woe, honor, on; disgraoe. 

I am now about to conunand the bong marchaftis to. proceed to ^ 
y^ur faetoiries; to instruct and admonisb you.. A term of three days h, 
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pre&cribed for an addr^s to be sent in rep]y to me. And at f be same 
time let your duly attested and faitbful bonds he given, waiting for 
ine in conjanetion with the governor and lieut.-governor to appoint a 
time for the opium to be delivered iip. Do not indulge in idle ex- 
peetations^ or seek to postpone matters, deferring to repent until its 
latei^ess render it ineffbctual. A special edict. 
Taoukwang, 19th year, 2d month, 4lh day. (March 18th, 1839.) 
(True translation.) J. Robt. Morrison, Chinese secretary 
and interpreter to the Superintendents of British Trade in China. 

Along with the above, the hong merchants received, while on their 
knees before the commissioner, the ft>lk>wing, addressed to them- 
selves — several of whom^ as well as a number of the linguists and 
compradors of the foreigners, he had previously examined. 

No. % 
Edict from the imperial commissiomer t9 the hong merchants, 

Lin, high commissioner, director of the £(oard of War, and govern- 
or of Hookwai^g, issues his commands to the hong merchants, 
re<|uiring of them f^ll ac<]uaiotapoe with the tenor thereof. 

The commercial hitercourse subsisting in Kwangtung between the 
Chinese and foreigners has continued for a period of more than three 
hundred years. What was there to render impossible a free com- 
mercial interchange of goods between these parties themselves? No- 
thing. It was then the desire of preventing an illicit intercourse, 
and of guarding aga;inst contraband commodities, that rendeired ne- 
cessary^ the establishmei^l of a class of hong merchants. Respectfully 
searching, I find, under date the 21st year of Keaking (1816), an 
imperial edict,^—' 'fender ing the hopg merchants* responsible for the 
ascertainment of the question, whether or not any foreign vessel 
imports opium ; and, in case of her so doing, for die rejection of all 
her cargo, for the refusal to \e% her trade, and for the driving of her 
back to her country." Respect and obedience being paid hereto, 
this edict was duly recorded. Aqd I 6fkd, that, on each occasion of 
a foreign vessel entering the port, the said hong merchants have al- 
ways given bonds that she brought nor opium with her. 

In consequence of such bonds, vessels have been allowed to enter 
\he port and breal^ bulk, Qor has any vessel ever been sent back. 
And even now, while the (^ium is pervading and filling witlf its 
poisonous influence the whole empire, the said hong merchants still 
continue indiscriminately to. give such bonds, declarixig that the ships 
^a^ resort ^ther have brought none of it. Are they not i^dee4 
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dreaming, and snoring in their dreams ? If they say that the opium 
-which they bring is discharged beforehand and left on board the 
warehousing vessels at Lintin, and that the bonds given as to their 
bringing none, have reference to the vessels as entering the port, 
what is this but to * shut the ears whilst the jingling bell is being 
stolen' — to provide for themselves a ground of excuse? The feelings 
that prompt such conduct will still less bear scrutiny. It is as if a 
man, to guard his house at night, should appoint a watchman, and 
that nevertheless his property should be bundled up and carried 
away, while yet the watchman should declare that there had been no 
thief. If this would not be regarded as combination in the theft, as 
what then would it be regarded ? 

Moreover, the foreign factories are built by the said hong mer- 
chants, and by them are rented to the foreigners as residences ; the 
hong-men and all the working people in the factories are hired by the 
same merchants ; and the ' macheen ' (or outside shopmen) are in 
their employ ; the neighboring shroff shops too are those with which 
the hong merchants have dealings. Yet for more than ten years past, 
there has not been a shroff shop that has not given bills, nor a ' ma- 
cheen ' that has not had transactions with the opium preparers^, nor a 
hong-man or other workman that has not had connections with the 
fast-boats. There have been, besides, the writers' houses (or broker's 
shops) for preparing letters; and brokers, for carrying the orders, 
would pass in and out of the foreign residences, day and night, with« 
out ever being questioned by any one. The shroffs' and hong mer*- 
chants' coolies, and carriers, of all grades, would in the daytime 
openly go into the factories, and would at night afford escort down to 
the boats. Can the hong merchants aver that they have heard and 
seen nothing of all this ? Or, as they have agreed to conceal it and 
bring no part of it to light, will any one believe them ,when they 
assert that they have had no secret share in the matter T 

I have heard, that formerly, when the foreigners came to the fac- 
tories, they would go in full dress, with swords by their sides, to wait 
upon the several hong merchants, and would often meet with a deni- 
al, nor would they be seen or have their visits returned, until after a 
second visit. But of late years there have been those who will sue to 
the foreigners for patronage, and will even pass beyond the custom 
houses, or go to Macao to meet them. And so far has this proceeded, 
that [a party in} the Tungyu hong gave a sedan chair to the chief 
supercargo Bayncs, whereupon the same chief supercargo turned 
round; and would not suffer tho hong merchants to ent^r his factory 
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ifi chairs. Marty have been the instances of this misconduct and 
snbrereioQ of what is right and (itting. What sense of shame indeed 
does there yet remain ? Though it be true that this has arisen fVom 
tiie conduct of probationary hong merchants, who have shown the 
example of such artful demeanor, and that the original merchants, 
men of pn^>erty and family, would never have descended to this 
stage of degradation ; yet all now are e<|ually involved in the stench 
of it, and truly I burn with shame for you. With you there seems to 
be no other, consideration than that of growing rich, and being left to 
cairy on your trade ; and you seem to regard the mine of all your 
ptrt^ts as lying in .the attaching of foreigners to yoii. You leave no 
room fi^ the consideration that the profits enjoyed by foreigners are 
those granted by the celestial court ; and that if some day they should 
irritate the sacreil wrath to the cutting off of their trade and closing 
of the custo^m-houses, not a mite of profit will there be for any of 
those nations to look for : and what then will there be for you ? 

They, regardless of the rich favors Wherewith they arc imbued by 
the court, take depraved natives fbr their bosom friends. In the 
public officee of the inner land, there is not a movement or a pause, 
but the foreigners are fully informed of it. But if any question is put 
to the hong merchants regarding foreign affairs, they turn about for 
ways in which tagk>ss over and conceal the facts j nOr will they utter 
the truth. Thus it is in regard to the exportation of the pure silver 
beyond sea, a thing so very strictly prohibited. Did' the foreigners 
really barter- goods for goods? But more than this, the hong mer- 
chants once represented, that each year, in addition to the inter- 
change of commodities by barter, the foreigners require always to 
bring into the inner land foreign money to the amoif nt of four of five 
millions of dollars. Were this really the case, ho>V comes it that of 
late years the foreign ships have brought into the port no new foreign 
money, and that the foreign silver existing in the country has daily 
been diminishing in quantity 1 And how happens it, that among the 
hong merchants there have been bankrupts whose debts to foreigners 
have exceeded a million of money ? It is clear that these four words, 
* goods bartered for goods,* are totally and altogether false. 

There is one thing yet more extraordinary. These hong mer- 
chants, sheltering themselves linder a memorial of a former Superin- 
tendent of customs, Ah, who requested temporarily as a trial, that 
three tenths of any surplus foreign money should be allowed to be 
taken away,^— have acted as though (his request had passed into an 
established law, and have yearly, under cover afthij!, solicited per* 

2 
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bission to embark money. Tliey have had niimeroils boxes made; 
such as are employed for the remittance of revenue. Aiid they have 
even represented for the foreigners, that, iil such a year, a foreigner 
left so much money in such and silch bands, and that now he has 
intrusted such and such a person to convey it home for him ) and they 
have secretly concerted with the clerks orf the custom-house to put 
this upon the records. Thus, while oil the one hand the hong mer- 
chapts give these bonds, the silver, on the other hand, is exported, — 
their words and deeds are contrary one to another, and this is passed 
quietly over without exciting surprise. And when the imperial plea- 
sure has been expressed, that inquiry should be made, they have with 
one simple address glossed over and set at rest the whole matter. 

With regard too to foreigners, siicli as Jardine and others, whor 
have been in the habit of selling opium — all of them artful and 
crafty men — when the imperial pleasure was expressed, two years 
ago, that their conduct should be inquired into, and that they should 
be driven forth, the said hong merchants still ^renuously defended 
them. Such language as this was used: Mhat when it could be 
discovered that there had been any concert in selling opium, any 
money taken, or orders given, punishmfent would then be wilhngly 
submitted to.' Such a bond is yet to be found among the archives ! 
Let them ask themselves, whether, according to this bond, punish- 
ment should, or should not, be inflicted? Again, the opium on 
board Innes' vessel was seized within the river, showing that the 
bonds given even for vessels that have entered the port have been nor 
less unworthy of confidence. 

Last winter, seven passage boats, on the reiterated representations 
of these merchants, newly received permission to run, and already 
smuggling of goods, and importation of gunpowder, have been the 
(consequence. If you say these things were without your knowledge, 
of what use then are you ? If they«took place with your knowledge, 
death is too light a punishment for you. 

It is computed that the loss of the silver of China, during a [ieriod 
of several years past, by exportation beyond sea, has been not less 
than some hundreds of millions. The imperial commands have been 
repeatedly received in reference to the importation of opium and 
exportation of pure silver, reproving all the officers of every degree 
in the most severe terms, yet these hong merchants have continued inr 
the same course of filthy and disgraceful conduct, to the great indig- 
nation and gnashing of teeth of every one. I, the high commissioner, 
in obeying the imperial commands, in accordance with which I have 
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eome to Canton, shall drst punish the depraved natives. And it i« 
by no means certain that these hong merchants will not be within 
|he number. 

I proceed to command that investigation be made. Upon my 
Qomnands reaching the said hong merchants, let them immediately 
state clearly the truth, that matters may be thoroughly arranged in 
compliance with the law8.,^.^he utter annihilation of the opium 
trade being now my first object, I have given commands to the fo- 
reigners, to deliver up to government all the myriads of chests of 
opium which they have on board their warehousing vessels. And I 
have also called on them to subscribe a bond, in Chinese and in the 
foreign languages jointly, declaring that henceforth they will never 
venture to bring opiiim, and that if any should again be brought, 
upon discovery thereof, the parties concerned shall immediately suffer 
execution of the laws, and the property shall be confiscated to go- 
vernment. These commands are now given to the hong merchants, 
that they may convey them to the foieign factories and plainly make 
|hem known. It is requisite that they should acquire an earnest 
severity of deportment, that^the energetic character of the commands 
may be clearly made to appear. They must not continue to exhibit 
a contumacious disposition or to color over the matter, nor may they 
again give utterance to any expressions of solicitation. It is impera- 
tive on them, to act with energy and loftiness of tone, and to unite in 
enjoining these commands. Three days are prescribed, within which 
t^ey must obtain the required boqds, and report in reply hereto. If 
it be found that this matter cannot at once be arranged by them, it 
will be apparent, without inquiry, that they are constantly acting in 
concert with depraved foreigners, and that their minds have a per> 
verted inclination. And I, tl^e high commissioner, will forthwith 
solicit the royal death-warrant, and select for execution one or two 
of the most unworthy of their number, confiscating their property to 
government, and thus will I show a lucid warning. Say not that 
you did not receive timely notice. A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2d month, 4th day. (March 18th, 1839.) 
(True translation.) J. Robt. Morrison, Chinese secretary 
and interpreter to the Superintendents of British Trade in China. 

Much excitement was produced by these two papers ; and itiWa^ 
ii;icrea8ed by the early appearance of another one, detaining foreign^ 
qfs ijn Canton. ; , 
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Nq. 3. 

To Mr. Welmore and the other geiillemen of the honorable Chani' 
ber of Commerce. A respectful communication. 

We beg lo call your aueitlion to the onolosed copy of ian edict we 
have juat reCeWed Jrodn bb exoeUcocy the boppo, commanding tbat, 
4uirtt]|g (he preaeni ataie of ailkirs, no foreigners be permitted to apply 
f^ leave to go dovtrn lo Macaa Please cireulaiie this among the 
reiiideBts that all knowing, may obey. It is for this we write, and 
with coiaApUmeuts renaain. 

The Hong Mekchants. 

Tii, hoppo, &c., &/C., issues this eiliot to the hong merchants for 
their full inform aiion. 

Pending the stay of the cortimisaitaier in Canton, and while the 
consequences of his investigations, both to foreigners and natives, are 
yet uncertain, all fojreign residents are forbidden to go down to 
Macao. I tlierefore issue this edict to the houg merchants. On 
receipt of it let them instantly communicate to the foreigners its pur- 
port for their information aud obedience. For the present they must 
not petition for leave to go down to Macao. Do not oppose. A 
speciar edict. March I9th> 1839. 

(True translation.) iS. Pearon,. Chinese interpreter to the 
Qei^eral Chaniber of Commerce. 

Just at this juncture, one of ihe re>eei>tly licensed pAsaiage-boatar 
iheiSjntpe, was stopped at the Bogue, oci aecountofher having od 
hoard '' one twenty-^five catty box of tea, four ten catty boxes, and 
three five catty boxes ; four tubs of stigar^one beg of sugar, one bax 
of sugar candy, one box of clothes, with one bag and two boxes coo- 
taining letters, all embarked under the inspec^n of the officers of the 
customs stationed at the point in front of the factories, and who 
feceiyed the sum of 9 . . . being the amount of duties su^essed by 
ihem on said articles; aft^r which thc^y gtve her a passport to. proceed 
to Macao." She was immediately brought back, the goods con0scat« 
ed, and the boat consigned by the hpppo's decree lo destruolion. She 
has aince been broken up. 

Thursday, 21st of March, can^ with onumial interest, as with il 
the period of three days, allotted by the commissioner for surrender* 
|Dg the opium, was to terminate. At 10 o'clock a.m., the General 
Chamber of Commerce was convened, and fully attended. After 
long and animated discussions, the meeting closed by voting a letter 
|o the hpDg merchants, which was couched in the following words :. 
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No. 4. 

Canton, March 21st, 1839. 
General Chamber of Commerce^ 

To the hong .merchants ; Oentlenien, 

We beg to acknowledge the receipt of the proclamatkm issued to 
all foreignera iby the imperial commissioner. It has been received 
with pco^Mind respect by this Chamber, and they have had a meeting 
tins morning of ks members, who have directed me, as their chair- 
man, to report to you as follows, riz. 

'< That the communications made, by the commissioner, of the im- 
perial will are of such vital importance, and involve such complicated 
interests, that a re[^y to them cannot be given without the greatest 
deliberation, and that a committee should now therefore be appointed 
to take the measures into consideration, and report their opinions to 
the Chamber at the earliest possible period. That in the meantime, 
a deputation from this meeting do wait upon the hong merchants to 
state to them what has been done, who may at the same time state, 
that there is an almost unanimous feeling in the community of the 
absolute necessity of the foreign residents of Canton having no con- 
nexion with the opium traffic." It afibrds me great satbflGiction to be 
able to inform you that, agreeably to this resolution of the Chamber, a 
committee has been appointed, who will report in time, to enable a 
definite reply to be given on or before Wednesday next, the 27th 
instant; tind I need not assure you how very anxious the Chamber 
are, that this important question should be disposed of, and your 
minds as well as those of all right thinking people be set at ease. I 
have the honor to be gentlemen. Your most obedient, &c. 

W. S. Wetmore, — Chairman. 

This letter was conveyed by a deputation to the hong merchants, 
who immediately carried the same to the high commissioner. Affairs 
now began to assume a still more sefious aspect. All commercial 
business was stopped. Intercourse, even with the shipping at Wham- 
poa, was cut off; boats that had come to the city, not being allowed 
to return. Meantime troops were collected in the suburbs, and 
cruisers carrying armed men assembled on the river in front of the 
factories. At length the hon^ merchants returned from the city, and 
about 10 o'clock at night, an extraordinary meeting of the General 
Chamber of Commerce was hastily siimmoned. The chairman in- 
formed the gentlemen present that they been assembled by special 
request of the hong merchants, who shortly after came in, and being 
asked, what took place during their interview with the commissioner, 
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answered, '* We took the words of your letter to him, and he gave 
them to the prefect to examine ; on hearing them read, he said you 
(foreigners) were trifling with us, but you should not do so with him. 
He declared that if opium was not delivered up, he should be at the 
consoo house to-morrow at 10 o'clock, and then he would show what 
he would do.'' The hong merchants declared that, unless some opi- 
um was given up, they felt assured two of their number would be be- 
headed in the morning! Finally, it was agreed that 1087 chests 
should be surrendered to the government to be destroyed. This 
amount was, we understand, tendered by individuals, and not by the 
Chamber. 

With this proffer from the foreigners, the hong merchants, early on 
the morning of the 22d, went into the city, where they saw only the 
governor, who assured them the quantity was by no means sufficient. 
Consequently demands for an additional quantity were made ; and in 
the afternoon of this day, aq invitation, purporting to be from the com* 
missioner^ w^ sent for Qlr. Qent, to go to the city-gates to meet his 
excellency. As a \yillingness to go was expressed, on condition the 
commissioner would furnish him with a safe conduct under his own 
seal, guarantying his return within twenty-four hours, the hong mei> 
chants urged compliance, on consideration that a refusal would place 
their lives in imn^inent danger. It was afterwards urged that he 
should go into the city. Moreover, it was rumored, and subsequently 
found to be true, that th^ commissioner had taken measures to pro- 
cure the services of two cooks, who had long been employed by fo- 
reigneis, and the inference from this, of his intention to detain this 
gentleman as a hostage, was not a forced one. 

The report of proceedings here, having reached Macao, called 
forth the following paper : 

No. 5. 
drcukar to Her Britannic Mc^esty's Sul^ecis. 

The chief superimaident of the trade of British subjects in China, 
haying received information that her majesty's subjects are detained 
against their will in Canton ; and having other urgent reasons for the 
withdrawal of all confidence in the just and moderate dispositions of 
l;he provincial government, has now to require that all the ships of 
her majesty's subjects at the outer anchorages should proceed forth- 
with to Hongkong, and hoisting their national colors be prepared to 
resist every act of aggression upon the part of the Chinese govern- 
ment. In the absence of captain Blake of H. M.'s sloop Larne, 
captain Parry of the Hercules will nr^ake the necessary disposition^ 
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tot puttiag^ the ships io a posture of defense ; and in the abs^nc^ of 
captain Parry, that duty will devolve on captain Wallace of the 
Mermaid. And the chief superintendent, in her majesty's name, 
Requires all British subjects, to whom these presents may come, to 
respect the authority of the persons herein charged with the duty of 
providing for the protection of British life and property. 

Given under my hand and seal of office, at Macao, this twenty>se- 
cond day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-nine. 

(Signed) Charles EllioIt, Chief Superintendent of the trade 
of British subjects in China. 

The following, as pdstscfipt to the preceding, should be inserted 
here, being of the same date, writteh on board — 

Her majesty's sloop Larne, at anchor iii Macao Roads, March 
22d, 1839. 

With reference to my circular of this day's date it is desirable that 
the ships of her majesty's subjects at the outer anchorages should 
proceed forthwith to Hongkong, placing themselves in the absence of 
captain Blake of her majesty's sloop Larne, under the guidance of 
captain Parry of the Hercdles, and -itl the absence of captain Parry, 
under the guidailbe of captairl Wallace of the Mermaid. 

Commanders of British ships Will make every preparation to resist 
aggression upon the part of the Chinese government, but they will be 
very careful to refrain from provoking attaick. 

(Signed) CnARLSd ESlliot, Chief Superintendent of the trade 
of British stibje(its in China. 

Saturdaly mording, March 23d, the prefect of Canton, and other 
local magistrates, with a deputy from the commissioner, proceeded 
at an early hour to the consoo-house, or public hall of the hong mer- 
iihants by whom they were there attended, Howqua and Mowqua 
having chains around their necks, and all of them deprived of their 
official buttons. Soon the hong merchants were seen hastening to 
Mr. Dent's house ; and froni thence, afier a short stay, to the Cham- 
ber of Commerce, again assembled at their request. Howqua repre- 
sented, that the refusal of Mr. Dent yesterday, had already subjected 
them ib the lo^ss of their buttons, an^ tke degradation of wearing 
chains, thai unless ht should in the course of that day appear before 
the comndissioner, two of ih^it oWn number would be put to death. 
Afler an anindated debate, without effecting their end, the hong mer- 
chants returned to the house of Mr. D., accompanied by members of 
the Chamber and several other residents. The debate was there re- 
newed, and a unanimous opinion expressed, on the pari of foreigners. 
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supportiitg Mr. Dent in his delermiiiation not to go voluntarily into 
the city, except on the conditions already expressed. There being 
little prospect of his being persuaded by the hong merchants to leave 
his house, two officers from the consoo now came in, declaring that 
their orders were imperative to bring him before the commissioner. 
In reply they were told, that he had the most profound respect for 
the commissioner and his high office^ and felt most parti<»ilarly grate- 
ful to the officers present for the kindness and consideration evinced 
in coming to his house, and for tke polite manner in whiph they had 
delivered their orders ; but that he should not go into the city with- 
out the commissioner's own safe conduct, unless taken out of the 
house by force, in which case no resistance would L>e made. The 
officers declared they would never leave the house, unless he went 
with them, protesting at the same time that no evil should befall him, 
and that he should be safely conducted back the same evening. At 
this stage of the discussion, much solicitude was felt; and every one 
seemed anxious to know how the question would be settled. It was 
proposed finally that one of Mr. Dent's partners should go to the cori« 
soo-house, and state to the officers there the refusal already expressed 
to go into the city. This was agreed to ; and at the consoohouse it 
was further agreed that four of the foreigners — Messrs. Inglis, Slade, 
Thom, and Fearon — should go into the city to report the same 
refusal to the officers there. In a few minutes the gentlemen found 
themselves within the walls of the city, in one of the temples where 
they were, after a little delay, separately called before the high 
provincial officers, and asked their names, country, the reason why 
Mr. Dent did not come with them, &lc. The officers were told in 
reply, ** that all the foreigners thought he would be detained, and 
therefore they would not allow him to come." One of the officers 
then said that the high commissioner, having positive orders to sup- 
press the traffic in opium, wished to see and admonish Mr. Dent, and 
that if he did not consent to come, he should be dragged out of his 
house by force. After a detention of two or three hours, the four 
gentlemen were conducted safely back to their factories, at about 
nine o'clock p. m., with some trifling presents of silk and wine, to the 
gentlenien who acted is interpreters for the parties. The imprison- 
ment of Mr. Flint some years ago, and other similar acts on the p^rt 
of the Chinese government, were the chief reasons which prevented 
compliance with the demand of the Chinese authorities, without first 
obtaining a safe conduct under the seal of the commissioner*-^ for 
the time being the only irresponsible officer in Canton. 
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At midnighl Ihe hong nKMrchaiit^ were ftg^io at Mr. PeDi'i? Hoii^/ 
urgiog tb^r request, and the eonlRitssloiief's comnmo^^ that he 
sbooM go iBto the city, ll was new suggested to Howqua that the 
morrow ws^s the Sabbathi the foreigders' day for religious worship. 
The su^e^tion was promptly acceded to by (he old gentlemaii, and 
the, discussions suspended doriog tb^ Ibl lowing day, when the fo- 
reigners engaged in public worship in their chapel, as usual on Sab- 
bat^ days^ without nnolestatiovi. The same privilege was enjoyed I 
through the whole of the cri^s, on elch successive Lord's day, and | 
the services numerously attended. 

At ^acao, the circular of the 22<| was followed the next day by the 
followiug paper circulated by the chief superintendent. 

No. 6. 
PuhUc Notice to British Subjects, 

The considerations that have moved the undersigned to give 
pubfic notice to all her roaiesiy's subjects that he is without cooli- 
dence in Ihe justice and oioderaiioii of the provincial government, 
are : The dangerous, unprecedented, and unexptaioed circumstance 
of a pufaftic execution before the factories at Canton, to the imminent 
haaard of Fife and property , wad total disregard of the honor and 
dignity of his ^wn and the oiker western governments, whose f)ags 
were recently flying in thart square ; the unuscTal assemblage oC troops, 
vessels of war, fire-shim and <Mier menacing preparations; the 
communication, by the command of the provincial government, that 
in the present posture of aiffafrs the foreigners were no longer to se^k 
for passports to leave Canton (according fo the geniu^ of our own 
countries, and the pvincipJes of ^easdn, if not an act of declared war, 
at lea^ its iaunediate and ine«iitable preliminary); and lastly, the 
threadenisig language of the HigM commissioner and pirovioeial au- 
thorities, of the most general ap'plicatioii, and dark and violent cha- 
racter. '. Holding it, therefqire, ;mpo^ib1e to niftcntatn continued 
peaceful intercourse with safety, honor, of advantage, till definite and 
saiis&elory exfdanations have passed in all these purtrcuTats, both as 
respecliitbe.pa»t and fbe fotii^e, the understgned has^iieiw to give 
iur^r notico that he sfafatt fohhwfth' demand passpoVls for all such of 
her majesty's subjects as may thinii fit to proceed outsrde, within the 
spa€« of ten dajis from ib^ date that Kis application reacKes ihe go- 
vernnicnt; sucbdf^ hereafter to be in'ade known. 

A^ he hafiti^ counsel ^d enjbin aft her majesty's sob^ectf in 
urgept teems t0 make immediate preparation* for moving their proper- 
ty 09 hoarAHhe ships Relianiee/Orwell, and Oeorge the TV., or otlhr 
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^itish vessels a^ Whampo'a, to be conV^^ed to Macao ; forwarding 
him, without delay, a sealed declaration and list of all actual claims 
against Chinese subjects, together with an estimate of all loss or 
damage lo be suffered by reason of these proceedings of the Chinese 
government. And he has further to give notice, that the Portuguese 
government of this settlement has already pledged itself to afford her 
majesty's subjects, resident here, every protection in its power so long 
as they shall be pursuing trox^ourse of traffic within the limits of the 
siettlement at variance with the l^aws of this empire. And he has most 
especially to warn her majesty's subjects thfat such strong measures, 
sA it may be necessary to adopt oa the part of her majesty's govern- 
ment without further notice than the present, cannot be prejudiced 
by their continued residence in Canton (beyond the period now 
fixed), upon their own^^ispgSSL^^'^^y* ^^ without further guaranties 
from the undersigned. And hel^^QtCther to give notice, that if the 
passports shall be refused for more tha^Blii^Jigy^ ^^^^ ^^^ ^^^^ 
that his application shaH reach the provincial govern&lKk*'® ^'^" ^^ 
driven to the conclusion tlrat it is their purpose todetauN^' **®' 
itlajesty's subjects as hbBtages; and to endeavor to intimidate! 
li/ito unsuitable concessions aiid terms, by the restraint of their u^ 
sons, or by violence upon their lives or property, or by the death d 
native merchants m immediate connexion with them, both by ties of 
friendship and of interest; or by the like treatment of their native 
servants. 

The undersigned, in conclusion, most . respectftiUy submits these 
observations to the attention of all the foreigners in China • And the 
respective governments closely united by a community of feeling and 
interests, not only in their own quarters of the globe, but most especi^ 
ally in this peculiar country, he feels that he is performing an act of 
duly in offering them every bumble assistance in his power on this 
a\id air similar occasions, when they may be of opinion that he can 
b*e useful to thisfm. 

.Given under my hand and seal of office at Macao, this twenty^ 
thnrd day of March, one thousand eight hundred :and thirty-^ine. 

^Signed) Charles Elliot, Chief Superintendent of the trade 
of British subjects in' China. 

Immediately after the publication of this> notice, the chief super- 
intendent started for Canton in his cutter, and arrived the next day 
ifear the fort below the city; from thence, in one of the boats df the ' 
^oop Lame, he safely reached the steps of the British consulate 
aljout sitnset, closely foHbwed by war-boats and cruisers. The British 
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flag was immediately hoisted, and a large concourse of foreigners 
assembled in the hall of the superintendent, who, in person, having 
escorted thither Mr. Dent from his own house, read to the meeting^ 
the public notice (No. 6.) given above. 

No sooner had captain Elliot landed, than alarm spead rapidly, 
and orders to close every pass^around the factories resounded from 
post to post among the police. In a few minutes, the public square 
wHs cleared of all the natives; the entrances to it closed and guarded^ 
the doors of the hongs, which on the two preceding nights had been 
watched by a few coolies, were now thronged with large companies 
of them, armed with i^ars, and provided with lanterns; a triple cor- 
don of boats was placed along the banks of the river before the whole 
front of the factories, filled with armed men ; soldiers were stationed 
on the roofs of the adjoining houses ; and to close the scene, orders 
from the commissioner were given for all the compradors and servants 
to leave the hongs. By about nine o'clock at night, not a native 
was remaining in the factories ; and the foreigners, between two and 
three hundred in number, were their only inmates. Canton, or at 
least that part of it adjacent the factories, was now virtually under 
martial law. Patrols, sentinels, and officers, hastening hither and 
thither, with the blowing of trumpets and the beating of gongs, added 
confusion to the darkness and gloom of the night Had there i^een 
only a little more excitement, the factories might have become ano* 
ther '' Black Hole,'' or a scene of indiscriminate slaughter. In the 
course of the evening, sofne communication was made by captain 
Elliot to the local authorities, supposed to be a demand for passports 
in accordance with his public notice of the preceding day. i 

On Monday, the 25th, the Chinese were chiefly occupied in com- 
pleting their arrangements for the safe detention of the foreigners ; 
and orders were issued for constructing two rafts across the river, 
one near Howqua's fort, and the other near the fort in the Macao 
passage, both designed to prevent escape from the provincial city, 
and to guard against the approach of armed boats from Whampoa. 
There was no intention, however, on the part of foreigners to l^ve 
the factories, nor wish for interference from the shipping either at 
Whampoa or without the Bogue. Everything was done to prevent 
the. least intercourse between foreigners and natives. No parcels, 
not even the smallest letters, could be sent to Macao or Whampoa, 
except at the most imminent hazard of life. It was reported, and 
generally believed, that in one instance the life of a boatman was 
taken ^ for his having been found carrying a European letter. No 
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food, hor even 4 bucket of wftler, Was allowed to be brotighl to the 
factories. 

lit connlBctiob with thea^ gra^e matters, it may be added thai eiili* 
nary affairs, with the various maiiipulatioiia of Washings sweepings 
mikiiig of beds, trimmiii^ of lamt^s, carrying of wat^r, im^kiag of 
eows, with all the miuutin of domestic work, now fell into fresb 
Hands, and were managed by the rospeetive parties ia the best maiv- 
nfer each could devisie, prompted by necessity or amusement to the 
case iftight chance to be, Fortunately little or no stckftess was eX'* 
perienced during the whole season of detention. 

Tuesday morning, the 26th, came without any apparent changis of 
public affairs. The guards were reinforced in the oourse of did day, 
ind a line of sheds erected in front of the Victories to serTe as bar^ 
racks for the coolie:!, who now.act^d in the character of soldiers* 
armed with swords, spears, and shields^ An illustraiioa wto abb 
alKirded of the phrase iti th6 commissioner's edict, (ili^hich at Aral 
i^eemed doubtful,) 'the able-bodied of the people ;' companies of port^ 
ers, boatmen, and other laborers, were collected and armed ; and, 
under the command of subaltern officers, weroHiarched round and 
i^ound the squaie, maneuvering like boys at a mcick4rainingi 

The following proclamlition, dated this day, wa)i plaeairded on the 
walls of tlnie superintendent V house and on Mingqua's hong. 
•,'■'' No. 7. 

Proclamation from his excelkncy, the high commissioner Lia, 
desiring foreigners speedily to deliver up their opium, under four 
heads, or for four reasons. 

Firstly. Y^ ought to make haste and deliver it up, by virtue of that 
reason which heaverf hath implanted in all of us» I find that during 
the last several tens of years, the money out of which you have^luped 
our peep4e by ineaniH of your destructive drug, amounts I know not 4o 
how many tens of thoUs&nds of myriads ! Thus, wfaUe yoa have been 
scheming after private advantage, with minds solely bent on profit, our 
people have be^ wastiig their substance and losing thdir Uvea, tad 
if the reason ofhearen be just, think yott thai these will bono 
retributfon? If, however, ve will now repent and deliver up your 
opium^ by a well timed repentance, ye may. yet avert jodgasettt and 
cafamitiee; if not, then your wickedness botn^. greater; the eonse* 
<)uences of that wickedness will fkll more fearfiilly upon you! Ye 
lire distant from ydur hotnes ouaiy tens of ihousaadfl of miles; your 
ships, in comiing and gotaig, cross, a^ vast and tr^klte» entein ; in it ye 
are exposed to the visitations? of thunder and light it ing and ragthg 
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storms, tQ the dangers of being swallowed up t^y monsters of the 
deep ; and amid such perils fear ye not the retributive f engeanee of 
Jieairen V Now ouf great emperor, being actuated bj the exalted tir* 
tue of heavien itself, wishes to. cut off tbia deluge of opium, whicli is 
ih^ plainest proof ttet such is the intention joi high heaven! It. is 
then a tritffic.on ^hibh heaven looka with disgust, and who ia he tlMt 
may oppose its will? Thus, in the instance of the fingKalt chief 
Roberts who riolated our laws ; he endeavored to get pO se e oow n of 
Macao by ibrce, and at Macao he died I Again, in the I4th.fear of 
Taoukwaag (1834)^lord Napier bolted through the Booca Tigris^ but 
bemg overwhelmed wkh grief and fear be^^^ost in^inediaA^ died ; ^ 
and Morrison^ who had been darkly deceYTMig'^hiin, died that very . 
year aiao! Besides these, cTcry one of those who have not obsiBicv^fl 
OUT; laavs^ have either oti their return to their country been oivertaA»p 
by -the judgments 6f heavmi, or silently cut off ere they could »tan^ 
(hitho:! Thusdieo it is manifest. tl»t the iiearenly dynasty may 
not be oppoaid 1 And stilly oh ye foreigners, do you refiise lo fear ami 
tremble thereat 1 

Secondly. You. ought to make immediate delivery of this opium^ 
in order to compliaiice with the laws of the land« I bare heai4 
it said, that the laws of your own countries prohibit the smoking of 
opium, and that he whb uses it, is adjudged to death ! Thoe plainly 
shwing that ye yourselves know it to be an article destructive to 
httlnan life. If» then, your laws forbid it to be consumed by: yoiir^ 
fidves, and yet permit it to be sdd that it may be consumed by otbent, 
this is not in conformity with the princif^ of doing unto others, whait 
you would that they should do unto yoa: if, on the other hand, yomr 
laws prdiibit its being sold, and ye yet continue to sell it by stealth, 
thto are ye sporting, with the laws of your own countries I And 
flMceoveIr, the laws.of our Ohuiese empive look upon thesefiecas 
giiillyofa crimt of a deepec dye» than the mere smpker ofdpims. 
Now you foreigners,, aithough ye were bom in\an outer country, yitt 
for youff property and maintenance, do ye depend entirely mptim omr 
Chinese. emphre; and in our central land ye pass 1^0 greater part of 
yonr ]j(VBB, «id the lessee portion of yoiic lives k passed sA hoilie ^ Ahe 
food that ye eat every day, not less than< the vast fottunes ye ainuvj^ 
psoeeedfrota nc^ught hikt the goodness of our emperor; wlrnKm 
ehowesedopon youin fair gi-eatar pn^sion than upon oi«r own.peopte. 
And how is.ii, theoi, thatye alonie kiiow not to tremble and obe^ to- 
foi% the sacred majesty of ybnr lacws i Is former tnne8,ahhougfa opium 
iwai prcihibited^ y^ the penalty Uttacbed thereto^ did not amount to 
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^ very severe punishment ; this arose from the extreme mildness of 
our govcurnment ; and therefore it was that your clandestine dealings 
in the drug were not scrutinized with any extraordinary rigor. Now, 
however,, our great emperor looks upon the opium trade with the most 
intenae loathing, and burns to have it cut off for ever; so that 
iwoceforwacd, not o»ly is he who sells it adjudged to death, but he 
who does no more than smoke it, must also undergo the same penalty 
of the law ! Now try and reflect for one moment. If ye did not bring 
thb opium to China, how should the people of our inner land be able 
either to sell it or to smoke it? The tives of our Own people which 
are! forfeited to^e laws, are taken from them by your unrighteous 
procedure: then i^ttTnsflson is th^re that the lives of our own^pe^e 
ishould be thus sacrificed, and that ye alone should escape the awful 
|>enalty! Now I, the high commissioner, lookin'g up to the great 
lemperor, and feeling in my own person his Ku^red deshre to love and 
cherish the men from afar, do mercifully apareyoa your liVes. I wish 
aolhuig more than that ye deliver up all the opium you hav^ got, and 
forthwith write out a duly prepared bond to the effect, that you wiH 
henceforth never more bring opium to China, and fifaould you bring 
ky agreeiog ^at the cargo be confiscated, and the people who bring 
k put to. death. This is pardoning what is past, and taking preven* 
tiiw> measures agaiiist the future : why any longer cherish a foolish 
indiscriminate geneffosity ! Moreover, without discussing about the 
-opium which ye. have sold in by-^one years, and adding up its im- 
jmense amount, let us only speak about that quantity which during 
the last years ye have clandestinely sold, which I presume was no 
tunall matter, hardly equal to the quantity which ye have now stored 
KK^in your Teceiving ships, and which I desire may be entirely suri- 
rendejred to the mutual advantage of alL Where is there the slight^ 
est ehance . or prospect that after this you will be permitted to dope 
jOUf deluded people out of their money, or inveigle them to do an act ^ 
in/ which destruction overtakes them! 1 have with deep respect 
examined the statutes of this the Ta Tsing dynasty, and upon these 
statutes I find it recorded, " If a Chinese-or a foreigner break the 
lalws they shall be judged and condemned by the same statute," and 
^wofids to that effect Now upon former occasions we have condemn- 
ed fos^igners. to. death, as in the case of having killed our people, 
they require .to give life, d&c, d&c, of which we have instances r^ 
-corded* . Now think for a little: depriving an individual of his life 
Is a. crime committed in a moment, and still the perpetrator of. it 
must forfeit his own life iii return. But he who sells o{>iiim, has laid 
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a plot to.swindte a ntin Out of bis money, as well as to deprive him 
of his life ; and how can one say that it is only a single indifidml, 
or a single family^ that the opium seHer thus dupes and enrtangM in 
destruction ! And for a crime of this magnitude, ought one to die or 
not to die? And still will ye refuse to deliver up your opium ? Which 
is the way to preserve your lives ? Oh ye foreigners, do ye deeply 
ponder upon this ! 

Thirdly. You ought to make immediate delivery of this opium, by 
reason of your feelings as men. Ye confe to this market of^ Canton 
to trade, and ye profit thereby full threefold. Every article of com- 
merce that ye bring with you, no matter whether it be coarse or fine, 
in whole pieces or in small, there is not one iota of it that is not sold 
off and consumed; and of the produce of our country, whether it be 
for feeding you, for clothing you, for any kind of use, or for mere 
sale, there is not a description that we do not permit you to take 
away with you, so that not only do you reap the profit of the inner 
land by the goods which you bring, but moreover by means of the 
produce of our central land do you gather gold (rctm every country 
to which yon transport it. Supposing that yo^ cut off and cast away 
your traffio in the single article of opium, then the other business 
which you do will be much increased ; you will thetecfd reap your 
threefold profit comfortably, and you may, as previously, go on 
acquiring wealth in abundance : thus neither violating the laws, nor 
laying up store for after misery. What happiness, what delight will 
be yours! But if on the other hand, ye. will persist in carrying on 
the opium traffic, then such a course of conduct^nust infallibly lead 
to the cutting off of your general trade. I wouM I'rke to ask of you if 
under the whole heavens ye have such an excdient mafrket as this 
is? Then without discussion about tea and fhu barb, things which 
you could not exist without, and every kind and des6riptiotf of silk, a j 
thing which you could not calrry dn your manufacture without ; thefe 
are under Ae head of eatable articles, white sugar candy, cassia, 
cassia buds, &c., d&c.; and under the head of articles for use, ver-' 
milioB, gamboge, alirm, cwavphor, d&c: how can your countries-rid ' 
without these? And^ yet our central land is heaped ufp atfd overflow- 
ing with every ikind of commodity, and has not the slight&st occasion* 
for any of yoiur infpo^tatlons from abroad ! If on account of opium, 
the port be closed against you, and it is no hnger i^ yoirr powier t6 
trade more, will it not be yourselves, vvho have brought it irpon your- 
seWes? Niay, further, as regards the article of opium, there is now 
nomanr who dares to Uuy it, and yet ye store it up m your receiving 
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5bip0, whejfe you have s6 much to pay per month ior rent; day and. 
night y0 miist have laboring men to watch and guard. And why 
all this ua^esB and enormous expense) A single tyfoon, or one 
blftzeof fire, and they are forthwith overwhehned by the billows, or 
tbey sink amid the consuming element! These are ail things very 
Hk^ly to happen ! What better plan, then, than at once to deliver 
up your opium, and to reap enjoyments and rewards by soi doing ! 

Fourthly. You ought to make a speedy delivery of your opium by 
reason of the necessity of the case. Ye ibreigners from afar, tn 
coming hither to trade, have passed over an unbounded ocean ; your 
prospects for doing business depend .«tDtirely on your lining on terns 
of harmony with your fellow-men, and keeping your own station in 
peace and quietness. Thus may you reap solid advantage and avoid 
misfortune! But if you will persist in selling your opium, and wiU 
go on involving the lives of our foolish people in your toils, there is 
not a good or upright man whose head and heart will not burn with 
indignation at your conduct ; they must look upon the lives of those 
who have suffered for smoking and selling the drug as sacrUieed by 
you; the simple country (bUcs and the common people must feci any*, 
thing but well pleased, and the wrath of a whde country is not a 
thing easily restrained : these are circumstances about which ye can^ 
not bat feel adxioud ! The nten who go abroad are said to afdhere . 
bigotedly to a sense cff honor. Now our officers are erer j one of 
them appealing to your sense of honor, and on the eontrairy we find 
(to our i^Hiazement!) that ye have not the slightest panrticle of honor 
about you I Are you quite iraliqail and composed at this? And will 
ye yet ackdowl^^ the nei^^ssity of the case or not? Moreover^ 
viewing it as ai< ahicl^ t^hicU oi^ht never to be sold at all, and more 
especially ccmsidering that it is i^tit permitted to be sold at this presekit 
moment, what difficulty should yo«^ make ahodt the matter ? Wby 
feel the smallest regret to part with H? Still furdier, as ye do not 
cooeuiQe it in your own cotfn'^ty, why bootlesaly take iii hack ? If yon 
do ^t now deliver it up to th^ government, pray wlis^t will be the use^ 
of keepieg it on hand 1 After htfving nMwe made the delivery ef it, 
your trade wUl go on flourishing mere abuMlantly than ever 1 Pdite 
tokens of ctar regard vliU be hieafied ob yon to overflowing, and ohi, ye 
foreignera, wil) not (bis be happiness indeed! I, the high oommis- 
sioner^ m vrel( a^ the gei^emor aiid Kcttt-gevernor; oainol bear Qui 
idee of b^ng unnecessaiily harsh wM severe, therefore it is thet 
thought i the? weary my mouthy ae it were,: entreating and exhcHliog 
y6tf, yei do I not shrink from the task! Happiness and misery,! 
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glory and disgrace, are id your owd kands ! Say not that I did not 
give you early waruiug thereof! A special proclamation, to be stuck 
up before the foreign factories. 

Taottkwang, 19th year, 2d month, 12th day. (March 2eth, 1839.) 

Several applications were made, previous to this time, for port- 
clearances ; to prevent the repetition of these, the following order 
was addressed to the hong merchants, and by them communicated to 
the foreigners. 

No. 8. 

Yu, collector of customs, d&c.,&.c., at the port of Canton, proclaims 
to the hong merchants for their full information. During the stay of 
the commissioner in Canton, and while his measures against opiuip 
trafficers are in operation, all ships now anchored at Whampoa are 
prohibited from opening their holds, and must not attempt to leave 
the port without their clearances. The sub-prefect of Macao has 
been commanded to forbid the pilots [going on board]. Wherefore 
I issue this edict. On receipt of it let the hong merchants forthwith 
transmit copies of it to all foreign merchants for their information 
and obedience. The slightest opposition will be most severely^ntsh-^ 
ed. Haste ! Haste ! A special edict. Taoukwang, 19th year, 2<1 
month, 12th day. (March 27th, 1839.) 

(True translation.) S. Fearon, 

Chinese interpreter to the General Chamber of Commerce. 

Early on Wednesday, March 27th, a public notice, which we 
subjoin^ was published by the chief superintendent of British trade m 
China. 

No. 9. 
Public Notice to British sttbfecis. 
1, Charles Elliot, chief superiptendent of the trade of Brifish 
subjects in China, presently forcibly detained by the provincial -go* 
vernment, together with all the merchants of my own and the other 
foreign nations settled h^e, without, supplies of food, deprived of our 
servants, and cut off from all intercourse with our respectivie countries, 
(notwithstanding my own official 4«mand to be set at liberty so that 
I lifight act without restraint^) have now received the commamb of 
the high commissioner, issued directly to me under the seals of the 
honorable officers, to deliver into his hand all the opium held by the 
people of my country. Now I, the said chief superintendent,, thus 
constrained by paramount motiyes afiecting the safety of the lives aad 
liberty of all the foreigners here present in Canton , and bv other very 

4 
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weighty causes, do hereby, iu the nanie and on the behalf of her 
Britannic majesty's government enjoin and require all her majesty's 
subjects now present in Canton forthwith to make a surrender to me 
for the service of her said majesty^s government, to be delivered over 
to the government of China, of all the opium under their respective 
control : and to hold the British ships an(| vessels engaged in the 
trade of opium subject to my immediate direction: and to forward to 
me without delay a sealed list of all the British owned opium in their 
respective possession. And I, ijfie said chief superintended^, do now, 
in the most full and unreserved manner, hold myself responsible for, 
and on the behalf of her Britannic majesty's government, to all and 
each of her majesty's subjects surrendering the said British owned opi- 
um into my hands, to be delivered over to the Chinese government. And 
I, the said chief superintendent, do ftirther specially caution all her 
majesty's subjects here present in Canton, owners of or charged with 
the management of opium, the property of British subjects, that failing 
the surrender of the said opium into my h^nds at or before six o'clock 
this day, I the said chief superintendent, hereby declare her majes- 
ty's government wholly free of all manner of responsibility in respect 
of the said British owned opium. 

And it is specially to be understood that proof of British property 
and value of all British opium surrendered to me agreeably to this 
notice shall be determined upon principles and in a manner hereafter 
to be defined by her majesty's government. 

Given under my hand and seal of office at Canton in China, this 
twenty»seventh day of March, one thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
nine, at six of the clock in the morning. 

[L. S.] (Signed) Charles Elliot, 

Chief superintendent of the trade of British subjects in China. 

For captain Elliot's original communication to the local authori- 
ties, and their replies containing ' the commands of the high commis- 
sioner,' our readers will have to wait, we suppose, until the British 
parliament shall have called for them from the foreign office. We 
have reason to believe that only a small part of the official correspon- 
dence during the crisis has been made public ; oflen, therefore, we 
must content ourselves with mere rumors and conjectures, instead of 
authentic facts. It was generally believed that a demand for pass- 
ports was put into the hands of the hong merchants on the evening of 
the 24th, soon ailer capt. Elliot's arrival in Canton. If so, it must in 
due course have reached the governor and commissioner before noon 
qu Monday the 25th; and a reply from the latter might be returned by 
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one o'clock on Tuesday, at which fiour it is known that official pa- 
pers reached the factories. We can easily imagine that #ie commis- 
sioner would rejoice to find a responsible head, such as now appeared 
in captain Elliot ; and the latter, if we may judge from his public 
notice, given December 18th, respecting the ' illicit traffic within the 
Bogue,' would not shrink from doing what justice reqfuired. 

At this juncture, affairs ^kre in an' extraordinary position, and 
must have been not a little embarrassing fo alf parties concerned. 
The facts of the case' seem to have ^ood thutf. The chief superin- 
tendent, immediately on hearing of the detention of foreigners here, 
directed the British ftag to be hoisted at Hongkong, and the vessels 
scattered about outside to put themselves in a state of defense ; at 
the same time (or imm<edtately before doing this), he placed in the 
hands of the Chinese authorities at Macao a paper, declaring his 
readiness to meet the imperial will with regard Co the illicit traffic in 
opium. Havinfg taken these steps, he hastens hither, and demands 
passports foV British subjects fronii the provincial city, but would say 
nothing about the cause of their dcftention. The cotnnfiissioher in 
his reply, being entirely ignorant of western usages, would utterly 
disregard the demand for passports ; and turning round to the chief 
superintendent, recapitukte what had been done, expatiate on the 
benevolence and power of the great enrpferor, denounce the utitigh- 
teous traffic, and conclude his edict with peremptory commands to 
captain Elliot to make a full and speedy sitrrender of all the opium, 
offering rewards for obedience, and threatening heavy penalties in 
case of refusal. In view of these commands, and 'other very weighty 
causes,' the preceding pubhc notice was published, demanding, in the 
name of her majesty, the entire surrerrder of all British owned opium. 
This bold demand was pi^oraptly answered, in the immediate surren- 
der of 20,283 chests, worth at cost prices ten of eJeven' millibns of 
dollars! 

The next public document contain^ a solemn ptedge, from foreign 
merchants of all nations in CnMcra, not to deal in opium j nor to at- 
tempt to introduce it into the Chinese empire^ This pledge was signed 
and given oil the very day, the 25th of March, that closed the period 
fixed for receiving, in Eiondon, the essays on the opium traffic — 
essays designed to show the effects of the trade, and to point out the 
cotttse which those conhcded with it ought to pursue. The pledge 
given was in thie following terms, and quoted in a proclamation issued 
this day from the <^ce bf the prefect of Gahtoiri. 
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No. 10. 

Proclamation to the foreigners of all nations from the j^efitt 
$f Canton, 

Choo, Kwangchow foo, dtc, dt/c., proclaims to the hong merchants 
for their full information. The following official commantcation has 
been received from Lin the imperial commissioner , &c., dated the 
13th day of the 2d month. (March 27th). '' The foreigners of all 
nations have presented the following petition : 

^^'The foreign merchants of all nations in Canton have received, 
with profound respect, the edict of hb excellency, the imperial com- 
missioner , and now beg leave respectfully to address his excellency, 
having already communicated, through the hong merchants, their 
kitention of doing so with the least possible delay. They beg to re^ 
present, that being now made fully aware of the imperial ctmiraands 
for the entire abolition of the traffic in opium, the undersigned fo- 
reign merchants hereby pledge themselves not to deal in opium, 
nor to attempt to introduce it into the Chinese^^hipire. Having now 
recorded their solemn pledge, they have only further respectfully to 
»t:ate to his excellency, that as individual foreign merchants they do 
not possess the power of control ing such extensive and important mat- 
ters as those treated of in his excelleifioy's edict ; and they trust his 
excellency will approve of leaving a final settlement to be arranged 
through the representatives of their respective natiohs.' (Dated 
Canton, 25th March, 1839.) 

'* This coming before me, the commissioner, it appears by the peti- 
tion that in obedience to my commands, they dare no longer traffic in 
6pium. Their reverential obedience is thus manifested. They also 
Earnestly entreat that as my will involved such important and heavy 
results, I will direct the superintendents and consuls of their several 
nations to manage the business. 

'' Now as respects the delivering up of opium, the superintendent 
Elliot has to-day haBded up a duly prepared address delivering up the 
opium ; and I, the commissioner, in due course commanded that the 
most minute particulars be examined into and hadded up in the forni 
of a clear and distinct report ; when he must wait till I fix a day for 
receiving the opium. This is on record. As respects Elliot, there- 
fore, there is no occasion for my again leriiing my instructions; but 
the consuls must forthwith clearly repoit who th^ are, and theit 
names and surnames, so ais to enable me to act accordingly, and issitii 
an edict immediately for their instruction. This edict is now^ issued 
lo' the Kwangchow foo for his information and obedience. Let him 
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forthwith send tL reply with instructions to (he hong merchants to 
transmit copies of it to the foreigners of all nations for tU^ir informa- 
tion and obedience, and repori on the same. A special edict." 

On receipt of the preceding, t issue this edict. When it reaches 
the said foreign merchants, in obedience thereto, let them forthwith 
state in a clear Report the names and surnames of the consuls. Do not 
oppose. A special edict. March 27th, 1839. 

Another edict was made public, dated the 27th of March. Two 
days previously, when the prefect was at the consoo-house, an ad- 
dress was^p^esented to him for the commissioner. A reply, bearing 
the commissioner's seals of office, was brought this day by one of the 
linguists, and pasted on the front door of the American hong. A 
copy of the address which elicited it, and a translation of the com- 
missioner's answer are subjoined. 

No. 11. 
Mr. King's address to the imperial commissioner , Lin. 
Your excellency's edict of the 18th instant having been commu- 
nicated to the undersigned, he hereby respectfully replies — that dur- 
ing the many years he has been engaged in trade with Canton, he 
has never bought, sold, received, or delivered, one catty of opium or 
one tael of sycee silver; he has at the same time used his best eflR>rts 
to dissuade all men from the injurious traffic. He is now ready and 
hereby does engage to pursue in future the same course as heretofore, 
under the penalties desired by the Chinese government. Having 
done that, the undersigned begs that the business of his ships and 
all his other business may be permitted to proceed, and his servants 
returned to his factory ; he has only to add that he has delayed be- 
yond the period fixed, in the hope that all the merchants would come 
forward atone and the same time with an address. March 25th, 1839. 
Reply of Lin, high imperial commissioner of (he cefestial dynasty, 
to the address of the American merchant King. 

dn my arrival in Canton, I heard that the said foreigner King, 
never trafficed in opium ; of all he is the most praiseworthy ; but 
when I, the commissioner, early promulgated my decree, requiring 
all the foreigners to deliver up their opium to government, why was 
not the said foreigner able f[uickly to induce them to do so? On a for- 
mer day, because much tiiilS had efapsed without receiving any report 
of its being delivered up, Ihe holds of the ships were in due course 
closed ; moreover, the bad foreigners having a desire to escape, 
and their factories being open and accessible on every side and 
from every quarter, it was difficult to prevent their so doing. Hence 
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It was that all tke compradors and servants have been temporarily 
removed, in order to prevent their pointing out to them a way of 
Escape. Now, according to what is stated in the address, ** it was 
hoped that all the merchants would at once comply, &c.'' if they 
really act thus, and immediately deliver up all their opium, then what 
difficulty can there be in having all business go on in its usual 
course ? But at the present time all the foreigners have not delivered 
up their opium ; and while on the one hand I cannot allow the bad 
foreigners to involve the good, so neither can I, on the other, for the 
sake of a single case, change my great plans. Therefore, in regard 
to the opening of the trade, d&c, for the time being it is difficult to 
grant the request. I give instructions to the prefect of Kwangchow, 
that he may direct the hong merchants clearly to explain this edict, 
that he (King) may early induce all the foreign merchants to comply 
and give up their opium without delay, that they may in no way be 
involved thereby. March 27th, 1839. 

On the 28th, three of the four streets, leading into the square 
before the factories, were walled up, thus cutting off all access or 
way of escapOj except by one narrow entrance, at which a military 
guard was stationed ; and thus too the avenue to the ophthalmic hos. 
pital, hitherto left open, was closed. The back-doors, by which 
some of the factories opened into the street running along the north 
side of them, had been walled up on a previous day. In the after- 
noon some sheep, pigs, poultry, and other provisions, were sent to the 
consoo^house by otder of the commissioner ; and the next day these 
were ' graciously bestowed ' on the faUquis, most of whom, however, 
chose to refuse then*. Coolies also were sent to bring them some 
water. Late in the aflernoon the following circular came out from 
the office of the chief superintendent. 

No. 12. 

I, Charles Elliot, chief superintendent of the trade of British sub- 
jects in China, clo require any British subject or subjects, in the 
name of her Britannic majesty's government, who may have opium 
within his or their factory to acknowledge the same to him in person 
within the space of two hours from this date. 

(Signed) Charles Elliot, chief superintendent of the trade 
of British subjects in China. Canton 6 p. m., 28th March, 1839. 

The British superintendent having declared his inability to control 
any others besides his own countrymen, and the commissioner, hav- 
ing ascertained the names of the foreign consuls, issued his coin- 
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mands directly' to them. It is worthy of/emark, that on thb occasloo 
the Chinese government has preferred to communicate with foreign^ 
ers direciFy through its own officers, and not through the hong mer- 
chants. In Chinese the same term, ling sze, has been used, both 
for consul and superintendent. 

No. 13. 

An edict from the imperial commissioner Lin, addressed to the 
foreign consuls, Mr. Snow and others, communicated by Choo, the 
prefect of Canton. 

An official communication has been received from his excellency 
Lin, governor of Hookwang, and high imperial commissioner; it is 
as follows : 

"I, the high commissioner, having received the emperor's decree 
to repair to Canton to make inquiries and act respecting the business 
of opium, did, without delay on my arrival here, give commands to 
foreigners of every nation to deliver up their opium, and to give 
bonds never more to bring it to this country. The said foreign con- 
sul Snow, the Dutch consul Van Basel, and the French consul Van 
Loffelt, must all have seen and heard these commands. Now, on 
the 27th instant, the foreign merchants of every nation presented an 
address, declaring that hereafter, in coming to Canton to trade, they 
^ili never more bring any opium, but intimating that orders should 
be given for referring business of great importance to the control of 
their respective consuls. Of such importance is evidently the deli- 
vering up of the opium. The said foreign merchants, being of differ- 
ent nations, and their cargoes belonging to different owners, declar- 
ed it to be difficult to determine what ought to be done, unless the 
business were referred to some responsible head. It is necessary 
therefore to enjoin it on all the said foreign consuls, that they seve- 
rally take up the business in detail, make clear inquiry in order, and 
prepare and present complete statements of all the opium, that it may 
be delivered up. Then all will be safe and secure. 

" Now the English superintendent, Elliot, has sent in his report 
stating there are in his possession 20,283 chests, which he is ready to 
deliver up. I, the high imperial commissioner, have given my per- 
spicuous reply, and have named a period for it to be received. This 
is on record. The traffic in opium hitherto carried on by the Ame- 
rican and other foreign merchants has not been less than that of the 
English. Why is it, therefore, that the said consuls have not made 
out a true statement and delivered it up to government ? Tririy they 
have been yery remiss in their conduct. 
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*' Wherefore this edict is dispatched to the Kwangchow foo (or 
prefect of Canton); on the receipt of it let him immediately instruct 
the hong merchants to convey the same to all the said consuls, Snow 
and others, that they may without delay prepare full statements of 
all the opium in the possession of the merchants of their respective 
countries, and deliver up the same, and wait till I, the high imperial 
commissioner, confer with the governor and lieut.-governor, and 
appoint a period for its being examined and received, at the same 
time with that delivered up by the English. Let not the smallest 
quantity be concealed. If the said consuls conform implicitly to 
these commands, and make a complete and entire delivery, not only 
shall the past be forgiven, but it will be incumbent on me to memo- 
rialize the emperor, and to request that rewards may be conferred, 
fiut if there be any procrastination indulged, or if the whole be not 
given up, they will involve themselves in guilt, when repentance will 
be too late." 

Having received these commands, I do now convey them to all the 
said consuls, Snow and others, that they may, without delay, prepare 
full statements of all the opium in the possession of the merchants of 
their respective countries, and deliver up the same, and wait till the 
imperial commissioner confers with the governor and lieut-governor, 
appointing a period for its being examined and received, at the same 
time with that delivered up by the English. 

Let not the smallest quantity be concealed. If the said consuls 
conform implicitly to these commands, and make a complete and 
entire delivery, not only shall the past be forgiven, butjt will become 
necessai-y to memorialize the emperor, and request that rewards may 
be conferred. But if there be any procrastination indulged, or the 
whole be not given up, they will involve themselves in guilt when 
repentance will be too late. A special edict. 

Taoukwapg, 19th year, 2d month, 14th d^y. (March 38th, 1889.) 

On the 29th, it being Good Friday, the appropriate services were 
performed in the chapel, by request of captain Elliot. Until this day, 
foreigners were allowed to go up Old China street and to the consoo- 
house, which Was now forbidden, and all were restricted to thek fac- 
tories, and the narrow space in front of them. The gate of ^ 
British eonsulslte was strongly guarded day and night by scores of 
coolies, under the immediate inspection of several of the hong mer- 
ehants. No native was allowed to enter the square without a pass* 
port, in the afternoon two buckets of spring water were bhMight lo 
each house. In the evening, which was very dark artd ra(iiiy, all the 
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pleasure boats belongirig to the foreigners (forty or more in number) 
were hauled iip high aiid dry on the shore. 

Following the brdet of tinie, this is the pla(5e to iiitiwJuce a series 
of public replies, published by the commissioner iii the forni of a pro- 
clamation. Two copies, bearing the impress of the commissioner's 
seals of office, were pasted up in the square; one on Mingqua*s hong, 
the other on the wall in front of the British consulate. 

1^0. 14. 

(1.) • Reply of the 27th of March, to the address of the English 
superintendent Elliot surrendering opium. 

The representation that in obedience to thie commands he will deli- 
ver up the opium manifests a respectfiil sense of duty and understand- 
ing of matters. I find that the store*ships at present in these seas are 
in all twenty-two ; and the general amount of the opium they have on 
board, 1 am already informed of by my inquiries. The superintendent 
can have no difficulty in instantly ascertaining from all the foreigners 
in the factories the precise amounts, and immediately writing out and 
presenting a clear statement thereof, to enable me, the commissioner, 
in conjunction with the governor and lieut.-governor, at once to 
declare a certain period, when we will ourselves go to receive what 
is delivered up. He must not make an uhtrue report, lest he bring 
on himself the oflfens6 of concealing, deceiving, and glossing over. 
Beware of this! 

(2.) Reply of the 28ih of Match, to the address of the English su- 
perintendent Elliot stating the amount of opHum surrendered, 20,283 
chests. 

By this address it appears, that the arhoimt of opium has been as- 
certained, and the needful examination and receipt thereof are respect- 
fully awaited. The real sincerity and faithfulness thus shown are 
worthy of praise. I find that the anioubt of 20,283 chests, stated by 
the said sujierintendent, has reference only to such as is brought by 
the English foreigners. I, the com'missioner, have assuredly no 
suspicion that there is any insincerity behind. And the statement 
that there is some at other ports elsewhere, I presume also to be the 
fact. But* I have considered, that, before the issuing of the orders to 
deliver up, it is difficult to feel assui^ed that there has been no opium 
laid up in the several foreign factories, nor any brought in the various 
vessels at Wh^mpoa. The question does not now stop with what is 
in deposit on board the store-ships : but at this time, when punishment 
is not to be inflicted on plast offenses, it is essential that all the opium, 
wherever laid up, sHowkl be comf)le^el^ surrendered. AspwrcHly 
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the offenses of those who have before laid up a store thereof shall 
not be visited upon them. I have now, in conjunction with the go* 
Vernor and lieuL-governor, detiermined on tfie rules to be obserTed in 
regaxd to the delivery of the opium. Besides sending a copy thereof 
separately to the prefect of Kwangchow that he may desire the hong 
merchants to make known the same, I also require of the said super* 
intendent instantly to ascertain what quantity of opium there may be 
in the foreign factories ; and on the 29th, officers shall be deputed to 
receive the same:— ^ what quantity of opium there may be on board 
the ships at Whampoa, to examine and receive which officers shall 
be sent on the 30th:— ^ and what quantity there is on board the 
twenty-two store-ships outside, to exandine and receive which we, the 
commissioner and the governor, will ourselvej go to the Bocca 
Tigris. Whatever there may be stored up at other ports, since the 
said superintendent has promised to deliver up the whole, he should 
of course be held responsible for the delivery of, from time to time as 
it shall arrive. Should the amount be in excess of the 20,283 chests 
it must still be fully surrendered. In so doing the sincerity of the 
purpose will be shown. And assuredly no blame shall be attached to 
the inaccuracy of the original report on account of such excess. 
Besides this, the American, French, and Dutch nations have also 
consuls in superintendence of affairs, to whom orders have now been 
given in like manner to pay obedience, and speedily to represent the 
real amount, waiting till examination can be made and the whole 
received. Though the said superintendent be peculiarly charged 
with the control of the English foreigners, yet having been permitted 
by the crown, in consequence of the governor's representation, to re- 
main as superintendent in the foreign factories, he should spread 
abroad his monitions, so that all may speedily deliver up what opium 
they have, so as to enable us to memorialize the throne conjointly, and 
tequest a conferment of favors from the great emperor in order to 
afford encouragement and stimulate exertion. Now is the time for 
the foreigners of all nations to repent of their faults, and pass over to 
the. side of virtue. This is the day and time of reformation ; and if 
embraced, the enjoyment of unending advantages will be the result. 
liCt none on any account make excuses, or seek delay, so as to incur 
cause for future repentance. 

\i,) Reply of the 29th of March, to the English superintendent 
Elliot's address requesting that^ as usual the compradors and servants 
should be allowed, and that the passage boats should be permitted to 
run between this, and the outer anchorages and Mac«o. 
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Yesterday the said saperintendeoi, when addressing me in reply, 
promised for himself that he would certainly delifer up the ophim of 
his nation to the amount 30,283 chests, handing of er the whole quan-* 
tity as it should be brought into his hands: I therefore answered in 
his praise, and at the same time clearly gave directions in regard to 
the places where, and times when, the delivery should be made. And 
I besides sent, in a separate form, a list of rules, and required of him 
to write foreign letters (or orders), to enable me to depute officers to 
proceed therewith to the store-ships, and call on them to make the 
delivery. This was a most simple, convenient, and easy mode of 
proceeding; If the said superintendent were really acting with din- 
cerif/'of purpose, he certainly should have speedily proceeded to obey 
my commands. Though he say, that in the foreign factories, and on 
board the ships at Whampoa, there is now no opium, yet the opium 
laid up on board the twenty-two store-ships is all deposited therein 
by the -foreigners residing in the Victories. Ordinarily, when com- 
bining with Ohinese traitors to dispose thereof clandestine^, it has 
been always practicable to obtain foreign orders written at the fac- 
tories, and giving the same to the fast4>oats to proceed therewith 
outside and get possession of the commodity. How is it then that oa, 
this occasion, when surrendering the opium^ there is no knowledge 
of this mode of operation ? 

In the present address, it is represented that now, while the north 
wind is blowing, it is feared that vessels outside ^ having opium on 
board, may perhaps set sail and go away. Now I find that of late the 
store-ships have all returned to Lintin, Macao roads, and the other an- 
chorages, and there remained ; doubtless because they have heard that 
commands have been issued requiring delivery of the opium, and 
therefore have not dared to sail for away. They are yet disposed to 
ftiiFait afid pay obedience ; while y»u would desire to stir up and 
make them go. I would ask, seeing that you have taken on you the 
responsibility in this matter, how, if the store-ships should dare to 
aail away, you will be able to sustain the heavy criminality attaching 
to yoo? The address talks too of close restraint, as it were imprison- 
ment ; which ie Mill i^te laughable. I find that firom the 16th of 
March, when ihe commands were given to all the foreigners to deliver 
up their opium, everything remained as usual until the 5Mth, whett you 
oamein a boat ^ Canton^ and that night wished to take Dent and 
abdoond witli him. It was after this, that .cruiders • were stationed lo 
etamind and observe all that went, in and out« It was beoaiode you 
were void of truth and good faith, that it became nnavoid^hly npr^s- 
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sary to take preyeiUive ste|>d. As Xo the coiiipradof s and others, they 
are in fact Chinee traitors, \vho would aliso suggest absconding and 
escape. How llien could th0 withdrawal of them be omit^d? Yes. 
terday, too, when you had n^ade a 8t«l«iiiQiit of the amount of opium, 
I at once conferred on you a reward, consistiog of sundry articles of 
food. Is this the manner in which prisoners are ever treated? 

I, the high commissioiner, in conjunction with the governor and 
lieut.-governor, looking up to the gr^i; emperor, embody his all-com- 
prehending kindness, and in Our treatme»t of you foreigners of every 
nation, never go beyond theije two words/iitvor and justice. Such as 
display contumacy and coiitempt, how can they have aught but justice 
dealt out to them? But such as show a respectful sense, of duty, shall 
assuredly be tenderly intreated with favor. Do yoii now simply com- 
mand plainly all the foreigners, with instant spe^ to prepare, letters, 
and hand them in to government, to enable it to give >command^ to all 
the store-shfips to deliver up in* orderly suociee^ion the op^m, attd as 
soon as this shall be delivered up,; everyihi^g^ shall without fail, be 
restored to its ordinary codidition. This requisitioo is indeed conform- 
able to reason : what difficulty is there in complying with it? If in 
place of speedily making delivery, you frame^ pretexts for diverting at- 
tention, in the hope that after the strict preventive ii»easures shall be 
withdrawn, you may form some other scheme, who cannot see through 
such artful devices? And will you be enabled: to make a repetition 
of. such attempts ? 

Besides deputing officets to proceed to the; hong merchants' cOnsoo- 
house, there to give verbal commands and so prevent delay, you are 
also hereby required to act speedily in obedience to this my reply. 
Po not again be working at excuses ^nd delays, thereby drawing on 
yourself cause for future repentance. . i. 

(4,) lieply of the 3Qth of March to the English superintendeiU 
Elliot's address, proposing to send Johnjston outside. 

This address represents, that the deputy superit^tendent, Johnston, 
shall be sent ov^tside, to call together all the! vessels, ^nd deliver up 
the whoj^ antount (^ opium ; and gives coaveyance to stn order ^>. him 
tor my perusal* I, the high commi^i^ioae)', h^ke.oarefiilly .eiiamine^ 
the terms of (his' order ; and though I find therein nothing .imprq)^, 
yet considering tha^t in a previous address th0 said supefintendefti 
stated, that taking on him the power eatrust^^ohim.bjfbii^vereigUi 
he had required of the people of his nalion imofedi.^lyijto surrender 
the whole of the opium, — it is pUia to me that as the 4aid supers 
intendent has the power of making si^ich a re({uisition, he can t^ave 
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no difBculty to giving orders directly to alt tke 8tore*shfp$ ; and ^hat 
necessity then is there for committing the matter to Johnston, and 
thus multiplying the twists and Urnis of the transaction 1 I, the higk 
commissioner, have given reiterated official repli^, requiring all 
the foreigners to write orders themselves, oo the greuod that in the 
ordinary manner of selling the opium,, they have always thus disem* 
barked the goods, without committiag , an error once in a hundred 
times. Why then is not the opium suvvendered in this comparatively 
simple, convenient, and easy way 1 Let me now weigh the matter 
for you. The said supeiintendent having powet s to act, and having 
repeatedly acknowledged before me his responsibility, cannot have 
the smallest loophole of escape thetefrorm. How can he possibly have 
the power to require of all the foreigners to deliver up the opium, and 
yet not have the power to require that they write orders for the same? 
It is. his duty then immediately to pay obedience to my reiterated 
commands, and speedily to require of all the foreigners severally to 
write foreign orders for the numberof chests of opium they have on 
board each vessel by name, and to present the same to government 
through the said superintendent, covered by a general order from 
himself, that these being conveyed to the storenships, they may in or- 
derly succession make delivery. The earlier the day of the complete 
delivery, the earlier will be the day for the commercial intercourse to 
resume its ordinary coiirse, not stopping merely at giving permis- 
sion to the passage -boats to run. The said superintendent must 
know that I, the commissioner, give my commands and caHticms in 
full sincerity, and be must speedily pay implicit obedience. He must 
iiot be turning incontinently this way and that, thereby bringing cri- 
minality and cause of sorrow on himielf. The foreign order is sent 
back herewith. 

During this day, Saturday the 30th, the magii^trates of the districts 
came into the square, on a tour of inspection. Supplies of food from 
the commissioner were sent to captain Elliot ; and, being reiksed by 
him, were all passed over to the hands of the linguists. The foUowrr 
ing edi4^t was s^nt to the Chamber 6f Commerce. 

No. 1&. . 

Choo, Kwangcbow foo, :&c., proclaims to Wetmore, chairmlm of 
the peniefaJl Chamber of Commerce, for Jiis full informationi The 
following oommuQiicj^tton has just; been ' respectfully received hoixk 
Lin, the imperial oomniisdiohei', ^&c. ;. , . 

, "On the :l;5th d^yof the ,2d month, Wetmore, chatxmaii; &el^ 
repoj^d asfoilows: , . I ^ 
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<f<A respectful, address. The chairman of the General Chamber 
of Commerce has received with profound respect the proclamation of 
his excellency the commissioner, addressed to all foreigners in Can* 
ton ; and in compliance with the requisition of said document reports, 
that Peter Wanten Snow is consul for the United States of America ; 
Magdalinus Jacobus Senn Van Basel, consul of the king of Holland ; 
and J. P. Van Loifelt, at present at Macao, is reported to be the 
acting consul for the king of the French/ 

'* It appears that the object of this .report being brought befocej me 
is to hahd up a list of the names and surnames, of the several nations' 
consuls : to which, as is proper, I reply. 

'' I, the commissioner, having previously informed myself, by exami* 
nation (of their names), as was proper, yesterday issued another 
edict commanding the said several countries to send in a true and 
just account, detailing the quantity of opium in their possession, and 
to wait till 1 was ready to receive it. Why have they not yet done 
this ? Let the said foreigners be forthwith urgently admonished by 
the chairman of the Chamber of Commerce to make oot the required 
document, and at an early day to deli ver. up their qpium. Do not 
attempt to escape this duty, lest you yourself become involved in 
error. In consideration of the circumstances I issue this edict for 
your information and obedience. This proclamation is to be sent to 
the Kwangchow foo who will deliver it to the hong merchants with 
orders to transmit it to the said Wetmore, for his instapit obedience. 
Do not oppose !" 

Upon receipt of the above I, as is proper, forthwith issue this edict 
^ the said Wetmore^ who upon receipt of it most accord his instant 
obedience. Do not oppose. A special edict. March 30th, 1839. 

On the same day, another demand for opium was made on the 
American consul. We subjoin a translation of the edict. 
•:!-■'.. ... . . No;.ie. ■ 

An edict from Lin, imperial commissioner, &c., to the American 
<MKisul Snow, communicated by Choo, prefect of Cantoa< Ad offibial 
communication has been received from Lin, governor of Hookwangj 
and high imperial commissioner; as follows: 

.-- f'Ottihe 16th day.of the2d ihonth,ofthel9thyearofTaoufcwang, 
(M!lircbd0th,:18d9,).ihe:Ani)ilrican consul, Snow^ pre^reni^d an bA* 
dve^ lis follows. (Heire tl^e address is co[Hed.)t This having come before 
me, the high imperial commissioner, I find thtat already^ before this 
tim^, tbe Englbh sopeririiendJ9nt Elliot, presentejd an address, <jfecTar- 
ing that the opium belonging to English subjects, wtiich he hkd re- 
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quired of them to deliver up to him, was 20,283 chests, add that be had 
DO control over the people of other coilatries dot under British rule. 
This declaration of Elliotts is clear ;wd explicit. Now I, the high 
imperial commissioner, commanded Snow, the American consul, to 
make out a clear and full statement of all the opium of his country 
and present the same for delivefjr. But be comes forward in reply, 
with this statement that already 1540 chests have been taken and 
delivered up to Elliot to be handed over to government. This really 
is greatly at variance with Elliot's statement, and is a mere pretext. 
1 command obedience to the previous instructions, that a full and 
true statement be made out and be presented for delivery. Let there 
be no cpncealment to involve guilt Wherefore, I send this edict to 
the prefect, that he may immediately convey it to the hong merchants, 
to be by them transmitted to the said consul Snow, to obey the same 
without opposition.'' 

Having received the above, I forthwith transmit it to the said fo« 
veign consul Snow, in order that he may obey the same without 
opposition. A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year^ 2d month, iOth day. (March 30th, J839.) 

*On Monday, April 1st, an edict was addressed to the chairman of 
the Chamber of Commerce, commanding him to urge the American 
consul to make a speedy surrender of a quantity of opium not less 
than that given up by the British superintendent. The Dutch consul 
also came in for a share of the commissioner's particiilar regards. 

No. 11 

An edict from Lin, the conlmissiofler to Van fiasel, Dutch cofisul 
in China, communicated by Choo the prefect of Canton. 

An official communication hsls been received from Lin, the go- 
vernor of Hookwang, and imperial commissioner ; it is as follows : 

"On the 16th day, 2d month, of the 19th year of Taoukwang, 
(March 30th, 1839,) the Dutch consul Van Basel presented an ad- 
dress in the following terms : 

(Mr. Van Basel had in his address ioforiiied hk ektieilldncy, the commissioner, 
that neither he nor any of his nation held any opium ; informing his excellency at 
the same time of his having in vain applied to the boppo fof teave for bimSelf id 
ffo Id Macao; and for the ^ort clearance of a Duteh ship HX Whampoa— that 
therefore he considered himself and the people of his nation forcibly detained, 
and he again asked that leave to depart might be glVen.) 

"This coming before me, the high cdmmissidner, it is replied: ndw 
because all the opium of the several nations has not beein given up, 
the holds of the ships have been closed in conformity with the laws; 
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and for the sake of a single vessel of your nation it is impralcttcable 
to break in upon the present preventive measures. And although the 
said foreigner has no opium, he ought still to induce all the foreign- 
ers resident in the factories immediately to give up all the opium in 
their possession. Then, as usual, the ships' hold^ shall be opened and 
the trade resumed. Moreover, no apprehension need be entertained 
respecting the detention of your country's vessel. Wherefore, this 
edict is now dispatched to the prefect of Canton, that he may imme- 
diately deliver the same to the hong merchants, to be by them trans- 
mitted to the said Dutch consul. Van Basel, that he may act in 
conformity thereto without opposition." 

Now having received this edict, I immediately transmit it to the 
said consul Van Basel, that he may act in conformity thereto with- 
out opposition. 

In the course of this day, (April 1st,) the hong merchants gave 
formal notice to foreigners, warning them not to allow any native to 
enter their factories. They said it was expected the officers would 
search the several houses, and that in Case any Chinese Was found 
he Would be put to death. 

The mode in which the Chinese authorities should receive the 
opium^' was after mufch discussion finally determined, on Tuesday, 
the 2d April; at which time captain Elliot received a communication 
direct from the commissioner, ratifying the agreement. That docu- 
ment has not been made public. Somewhat of its import may be 
understood from the subjoined public notice, published the next 
Wofning. 

No. 18. 
Public Notice to British subjects, 
^he undersigned has now to announce that arrangements have 
been made for the delivery of the opium lately surrendered to him for 
her majesty^service, by which his excellency, the high commission- 
er, has stipulated that the servants shall be restored after one fourth 
of the whole be delivered, the passage-boats be permitted to run after 
one half be delivered, the trade opened after three fourths be deliver- 
ed, and everything to proceed as usual after the whole be delivered 
(the signification of which last expression the undersigned does not 
understand). Breach of faith (and his excellency, not unnaturally, 
is pleased to suppose that breach of faith may be possible,) is to be 
visited, after three days of loose performance of engagements, with the 
cutting off of supplies of fresh water; after three days more, with the 
stoppage of food ; and after three days more, with the last degree of 
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seva-ky on the undofsigned himself. He passes by these grave fofins 
of speech withdot ADmment, Bat with the, papers actiMily before 
him, and all the ^^rcamstances in hand, he is satisAod that the effec- 
tual liberation of the queen's subjects, and all tke other foreigners in 
Ganten.'dependsr upon the promptitude with which this arrangement 
is completed. The maintenance of the national character, and the 
validity of the claim for Indemnity depend upon that scrupulousness 
of fidelity with which be is Well assured his countrymen will eni^ble 
him to fulfill his public obligations to this government. As soon as 
the whole opium surrendered to him be delivered over to the Chinese 
officers, it will be the duty of the undersigned to communicate with 
his countrymen agaiii. But it is a present relief to him to express to 
the whole foreign community his adniifatidn for the patience and 
kindly feeling which has uniformly distinguished this community 
throughout these tryihs circumstances. ^Arid he offers ilis own coun- 
trymen his grateful tlianiks fot their confidence in his sincerest efforts 
to lead them safely out of their actual strait. The ultimate satis- 
factory solution of the remaining difficulties need give no man an an- 
xious thought. The permanent stabiHty of the British tiide with this 
empire, with honor and advantage to all parties, re^ts upon a firm 
foundation:— upon the Wisdom, justice, aifd powfet of her majesty's 
government. 

(Signed) CiiXRLcd Elliot, 
Chief superintefndent Of the trade of British subjects in China. 

In the course of Wednesday the 3d, arrangements were made for 
Mr. Johnston, the deputy sdperintendent, to leave Canton for the 
purpose of directing the delivery of the opium from the receiving 
ships without the Bogue. This afforded the first opportunity, since 
the commencement of the detention, for sending letters ** outside." 
At about six o'clock. Mi". Jolinstoh, accdmpanjed by Mr. Thorn, as 
Chinese interpreter, proceeded in a native boat to Macao under an 
escort of Chinese officers, attended by hong merchants and linguists. 

A long successioti of wearisome days, and nights of suspense now 
awaited the * poor fan^uis,* shut up in their narrow confines, * close 
and safe as fish in a tank,' alternately amused and tantalized with 
all manner of vague rumors and curious speculations. Indeed, before 
the siege was ended, so stale did everything become, that fears and 
frights were turned into jests and jokes ; and the voice of the sentinel, 
grave and m4nly like' a trij^e son of Mars, aiud regularly timed to the 
beat of the waf-gOng, was c?tchanged for the puerile echo of sleepy 
urchins; uttered in tones fndst consummately ridiculous : the k-d^n-g 
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e^W, or '* all's well/' heard loud and full at first, iiie# a few days 
iMoame kdmg^ cM} ieivcely audible at irregular intertalsi 

In the x^oursig of 'Faraday, the 4th of Aprils the foreign merehant^ 
were requested by the hong merchants to assenrible in the hall of the 
General Chamber df Cdmmeree^ at noon the next day. Aware of 
the object of the meeting, the community decKned to assemble ; 
the general committee of the Chamber, however, con?ened, and 
were presented with a paper, of which the following is a dose 
translation. 

^o. 19. 
Proposed bond regarding opium. 

A prepared voluntary bond. The Engliab syp^ioteodeat Elliot^ 
and the deputy superintendent Johnatpn, at the head of the Eiigliali 
merchants M. N., the Indian merchants, O. P., the Moorish mer* 

chants, Q. R., the merchants, S. T., and the ^-^— merchants. 

U. v., hereby fully and earnestly bind themselves for ever to cease 
from opium. 

They thus, bind themselves: that, whereas the merchants of tht 
English nation and its dependencies, during their loqg continued 
commercial intercourse with the province of Kwangtung^ have been 
thoroughly imbued with the dewy influences of the favor of the eeles* 
tial court, find have rejoiced in the acquisition of unbounded gains ; 
but of late years a gain-seeking set of men have clandestinely brought 
the filthy opium, have stored it up on board warehousing ships in the 
seas of Kwangtungj, and have there sold it, to the infringement of 
Ihe laws of the celestial court; and whereas the great emperor ha^ 
now been pleased to give his special commission to one of his high 
officers to repair to Canton, and inquire into and act regarding this 
matter: they have now begun to have knowledge of the extreme 
severity of the prohif)itory enactments, and have been filled witli 
tinutterabl0 di'ead and terror ; they have respectfully taken all thc^ 
opium laid up on board the store-ships, and have delivered up the 
Whole to government ; they intreat and implore that a memorial may 
be laid before, the throne, requesting the great emperor to show ele- 
iviency beyon4 the bounds of law, and remit their past offenses; the 
^tore-ships th^ have discharged all, they will direct to sail back to 
their respective countries!; and Elliot, &c., will plainly address the 
BOvereigA of his nation, that %he may strictly proclaim to all the mer- 
chants that they are to pay implicit, obedience to the prohibitory, laws 
of the celestial court,— that they must not again introduce any opium 
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tato ibis iniiet land»— that Ihey cannoi be allowed any longer to ra% 
B<ifiKtiire opiiim. ' 

From the comitieiiceRieDt of autumn in this present year, any mer-. 
chaat vessel eoBikig to KwangtuQg that may be found to bring* 
opinin, shall be immediately and entirely confiscated, both vessel mul 
cargO) to the use of government, no trade shall he allowed to it, and 
the parlies shull bd left to suffer death at the hands of the celestial ^ 
court, — such punishment they will readily submit to. 

As regards such vessels as may ariive here in the two quarters of 
spring and summer, now curreAt, they will have left their countries 
while yet ignorant of the existing investigations and severe enferce- 
ment of prohibitiolis ; such of them as in this state of ignorance 
briug any opium, shall surrender it as they arrive, not daring in the. 
smallest degree to conceal or secrete it. 

They unite together in this plain declaration, that this their full 
and earnest bond is true. 

In the course of this day, the Sth, several large boats were dis- 
patched to the Bogue, to receive the opium about to be delivered 
over to the Chinese government. 

Ott^ Saturday^ another reply, in the form of an edtct^ was addressed, 
by the eommbsioaer, to the Dutch consul, in the following terms. 

No. 20. 

An edict from the imperial commissioner addressed to the Dutch, 
consul Van Basel through the prefect of Canton. 

An official communication has been received from his excellency 
Lin, high imperial commissioner, governor of Hookwang, &c. It is 
as follows : 

*' Another address has been preisented from the Dutch consul Van. 

Basel, in which he says : 

(Mr. Van Bftsel only reiterated his demand for pussports for himself and 
Dutch subjects, (here being no reason to ^etAln them and a shfp at WbattipoK, 
swAre a» his extellency expressed hfanietf,. dkat aeither the coiHul nor bia couA* 
try men possessed any opium.) 

** This Goiping before me, the high commissioner, I immediately 
i^y. Ona Softmer occasion the said foreigner presented an address,; 
requesting a passport to go to Macao. At that time the reply was given, 
that as the opiiui^of the several nations was not all given up, it was 
ifMK>nvenient, for the sake of his country's ship, to break up the pre- 
ventive measures. This is on record. Now the English super inten- 
fJeBt.Ellipty has sent Johnston to proceed to the Nine Islands and-the 
Macao roads, and there assemble the receiving ships, and deliver uu 
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the whole ot the opium. This done — and to examine and receive it 
will not require much time — then all the soldiers and the guiurds 
shall be taken away, and the trade return to its usual channels. The 
said foreigner ought tO remain quiet, and not eo often repeat his com- 
munications. Whei-efbre I dispatch thia edict to the prefect of Can- 
ton, that he may immediately convey the same to tlie hong merchants, 
to be by them transmitted to the said* consul Van Basel, for his im- 
plicit obedience." 

Having received the above, I immediately convey the same to the 
hong merchants, to be by them transmitted to the said consul Van 
Basel, for his implicit obedience. A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2d month, 23d day. (April 5th, 1839.) 

On M6dday, the 8th, at a meeting of the committee of the General 
Chamber of Commerce it was resolved, that the functions of the com- 
mittee should cease till the restoration of the general trade, as will 
be seen by the following minutes. 

No. 21. 

Minutes of a meeting of the committee adjourned from the 5th 
instant, on the bond proposed by the cohong. Present, Messrs. Wet- 
more, chairman. Fox, deputy chairman, Braine, Thomson, Dinfihaw 
Furdoonjee, Adam, Heerjeebhoy Rustomjee, Bell, and Delano. 

It was moved by Mr. Delano, aecofided by Mr. H. Rustomjee, and 
carried unanimously it- 

'* That, as this Chamber was instituted for purposes of a commercial 
nature exclusively, it is expedient that the committee do not become 
involved iq any further correspondence, of a political or personal na- 
ture, with the local Chinese authorities ; nor committed by any pro- 
mises Qf engagements to them, which it '^ay become impossible to 
fulfill. 

'' That, inasmuch as we are prisoners in oiir factories, surrounded 
by an armed force, pur trade stopped, and all communication with 
Whampoa, Macao, and the fleet outside, denied to us, it becomes 
necessary that the functions of this committee should cease until the 
restoration of our trade, the liberty of egress from Canton, and of 
communication with the outer waters, enables the Chamber to serve 
the community in a legitimate maimer.'* 

It was then moved by Mr. Bell, seconded by Mr. Braine, and carri- 
ed unanimously: — '^That a copy of the foregoing resolutions be com- 
municated to the hong merchants by the chairman.'* 

Thanks were voted to the chairman by acclamation, and the tneet- 
ifig was dissolved. 
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Late on Tuesday night, ibe 9lih, a meeting was held at the con* 
soo-house; the prefect of Canton, and the chief magistrates of Nanhae 
and Pwanjo, with bong merchants^ linguists, and a deputed officer 
from the commissioiier, were present, on the part of the Chinese ; of 
foreigners there were present, the Duteh and American consuls, and 
three or four other gentlemen. The meeting broke up at midnight, 
after a long and tedioos discussion about the bond, and < nothing bdt 
the bond.' 

On Wednesday, the 10th, their excellencies, the commissioner 
and governor, left the provincial city for the Bogue, in order to wit- 
ness in person the delivery of the opium. The hoppo preceded them, 
having left the city in the morning* On their way down the river, 
they passed through the fleet of foreign vessels, at this time twenty- 
four in number. This was a bold move for the commissioner. 
Highly irritated, as many of the commanders were, they might easily 
have captured his excellency, with all his retinue. The strongest 
injunctions, we believe, had been given by the British superinten- 
dent to the fleet within and without the Bogue, to keep the peace. 
It may be remarked here, that during the whole period of detention, 
everything remained quiet at Whampoa, and fresh provisions were 
daily furnished to the ships by their compradors. An English lady, 
wife of one of the commanders, remained on board ship through the 
whole period of detention. 

On Thursday, the llth, three or four of the highest provincial 
officers came into the square before the factories, on a tour of in- 
spection. This visit was repeated on several successive occasions, 
and usually made at night. 

On the morning of ^he 12th, news arrived from Macao of Mr. 
Johnston's safe arrival there on the evening of the 7th, intending 
immediately to proceed in the superintendent's cutter, Louisa, to the 
station near the Bogue, where the deliveries were to be made. Ru- 
mors also came from outside, of new transactions in the illicit traffic! 
The following notice was circulated in the evening. 
> No. 22. 

. . PubHc notiee to her Britannic m(^e^y*s$iAfeets} ' ' 

The undersigned is sensible that her majesty's subjects, being owi^ 
.^rs of^ or havii% the control over Mj^ 6r vessels in the opitfiA trade 
on the coasts of China, who ' recently traiMmitted a sofemn pledge to 
the high commissioner not to attempt to introduce opinm ihto Ibis 
empire, must be most anxious to fulfill their obligations with airspeed 
and fidelity ; and therefore he need do no mere than request them to 
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8Qi«e ibe earliest safe opporUmiiy Sir ihe. tCMult of ibos6 vcsseb ih>in 
their a^t«al pursuits. SM it i$}^ djttky.^femmd otbera her mt^as^ 
ty's subjects, B9t beuQ4 hy Mioh artgf^jwneoir, ilnid/ ererj^ man of 
commoD hamaiiHjy be be of yfh%i nation bet msf, that ike liberties 
and possibly the lives of Uie whdfe fore.^ eonmnnitj., now sirat op 
at Canton, hang upon theif present forbsaranoe. A seizure of opiaof 
would ijnaiediaielj afford a pretext ior their oootinoed imprisontnent^ 
and, it may well be, far worse treatment, and would be used with no 
inoonsiderabie efiect ia jtlstifioalijon of the past and actual violenees 
of this government 

(Signed) Chablbb Elliot, 

Chief superintendent of the trade of British aahjeeia m China. 

On Saturday, the t3th, it was rumored tliat a communication was 
received from the commtsstoner at the Bogue, desiring (or Command- 
ing) captain Elliot to order the store-ships toChn^npee. The station 
fixed on was off the Chcrenpee fort, at the sodtbern extremity of 
Anson's bay. 

This morning, the l^h, coolies made their appearance in several 
of the factories, with some of the servants and compradors. A few 
had entered, an hour or two at a time, on preceding days. Rumors 
were affoat to-day again respecting sales of opium on the coast, t6 
the amount of 100 chests, but doubts were cast upon their authenti- 
city. That some opium was sold outside after the commencement 
of the imprisoarmeTtt, however, is true, but by what parties, or to 
what ejrtentf, Wt cannot tell. 

The first attthentic informatten, respecting the delivery of opium, 
was given by circular, from the office of the British chief superinten- 
dent ekyntairiin^ tile fdHowing rnteHligence. 

No.'23. '•.*'. _, 
CaqtOR, 14tb Afnil,, l&09t Captain Elliot has received letters 
fiCm >lff. ;(0hnstcwi, 4ated at CJiuenp^e o« the 13di at 8 p. nrv Up to 
that time, owing 4e a want of Chideaeboat^ tfaie ships itere, iUe 
Hercules and Austen, had only d^vered 650 chests; but it was 
expected that th?^ .would deUv^ x0e^ thm douUe thai aiAount in the 
«oi«rse <^ yastiNdayr a9d ii«i3tjru0liot)& had been acirt at noon of the 
Ifitb iU));itbe fWloiwitig iwsels^ lihe fmey MMrmsy. Aritl^ Memaid^ 
,£ii|f«m4i^,iAndI Lddif ChtanAi to pfooeed forth;»ith! toi j<Hn Dhe other 
ships fttiCyh«ei^e^ft^ieotnQie]»(feiibHvering.! Captain BUiotihaii alee 
yeaqoil tO'b^eviey fr«Hll.^eMmlllibAlioB, fwnii the^oBHnisiiener and 
the §tiyemM, tthal^ ^n inforeei^eA hitmbei o^ hoatia iyiU be piwitY«d 
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tflUBodlkNttlf , to that tbe deiiveriM may W ezpeeted to procted rapid- 
ly. Tbc maadarintf da not seem to inpodd^the optNtkm by trafu^l<»- 
some imrestigatibn. 

The high commissioner has desked that the servants should be 
restored at once. - 

(Signed) B»waiu> ELM^tfi; 

Secretary and ueiaiurer tx> the superintendents. 

We pass by the thonsand hnnors aikt repiomis every day set on ibot^ 
with the numerous expedients devised; b^ one and othefr; to 'kill 
time.* On the I5th, about noon, was issued the following notice. 

No. 24. 

Sealed tenders will be. received at ^is office until noon of the IStfa 
instant, and then to be opened ; setting forth the terms on which a 
first class British clipper vessel, (the chief superintendent reserving 
to himsdf the right of determining the vessel falling within such 
classificatioii,) being perfoclly seaworthy, folly manned, ahned, and 
in all respects ready for sea, after one week's notice shall have been 
given, will be offered for charter on her majesty's service for a certain 
period of seven months; and for a further indicated rate for every 
month or part of a month that such vessel shall be employed in the be- 
fore-mentioned service, beyond the said period of seven months. The 
projected service hot to involve a passage round the cape of Good 
Hope. Tbe particulars of ^a worthiness, equipment, dtc, &c., 
subject to prdof by survey to be held by the dlreciHm of the chief 
superintendent. 

(Signed) Edward ETlmslie, 

Secretary and treasurer to the superintendents. 

On Wednesday, the 17th, additional intelligence vvas communi- 
cated from the superintendent's office, by circular as follows. 

No. 25. 

Captain Elliot has received letters from Mr. Johnston to the 15tK 
instant at ^ p. m., and from these accounts it may be computed that 
there v^ill have been defivered about 7000 chests to last evening (fhe 
16th). The ships at C^aanpee, when Mr. Johnston wrote, wefe the 
Hercules, Aiisten, Jane, and ArieF. The Mithras, Mermaid, Rujpa^' 
rell.'and Lady Waht vvere; however, expected irmnedrately, and c^apt. 
Elliot hopes that, weafiter pierrmtting, the moiety will be delivered by 
to-morrow eveningi No other intelligence of interest. 

(Signed) Edward ^lmslie. 

Secretary and treasurer to the superintendents. 
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tt was early known in GaDton, that an order from the commissioD* 
er was sent up to the local aiilhoritiesy fpr the return of servants ami 
compradors. On the 19th, the following was published. . 

No. 26. 

Ghoo, the Kwangchow fi>o, Lew, the Nanhae heen, and Ghang, 
the Pwi^nyu hei^n, proclaim this offioially to compradors. (Here the 
name to whom it is addressed is given.) It q>ppears proper that fo* 
reigners who come to Ganton to trade should employ compradors 
who obtain their licenses from the magistrate at Macao, whose spe* 
cial business it is to superintend that affair. Now, when the imperial 
commands were received to annihilate the traffic in opium, the fo- 
reigners not being willing to surrender the opium held by them, the 
high commissioner, conjointly with the governor, ordered jthat the com-" 
pradors and others in their employ should for the present scatter and 
go away from their service. But now, as the foreigners have all in 
succession surrendered many chests of opium, though not one fourth 
of the whole quantity has been received, yet the barbarians having 
aU become obedient and submissive, of which evidence is possessed, 
orders have been received to return their compradors and servants tp 
their service. It is relied upon that the hong merchants select these 
people, and cause them to be produced at the public offices for strict 
investigation, besides which passports are granted to them, and an- 
nexed to this is a list of those articles which they are permitted to 
buy for the foreigners. No contraband goods are to be bought, 
neither is knavery or deceit to be practiced in the management of all 
the business — not a hair's breadth of incorrectness must there be, 
or of opposition to the laws. Finally, you must be governed by the 
old regulations laid dowq clearly by the Macao magistrate. Do not 
oppose. A special edict. 

Up to this time, all remained quiet in Macao, so far as actual re- 
straint upon the inhabitants of the settlement was concerned. In the 
early part of his arrival at Ganton, the commissioner sent a requisi- 
tion by the hands of an officer to the governor to deliver up all the 
opium in Macao, but it had been previously sent on board ship, and 
(he ifirther landing of it at, the ciKtom-house prohibited; and a reply 
was therefore returned to his excellency stating these things. Gon- 
siderable anxiety was felt by some concerning the movements of the 
Ghinese authorities, and several persons began to lay by a store of 
provisions ; but nothing was done which at all inconvenienced the 
residents except taking away the chair-bearers, during the whole pe- 
riod of the detention here. 
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H«re aippears to be the atoet ap|kt>priatft place to introduce a re* 
iBarkable paper ikat ippeared «t tfaii time, it porports to be a letter 
from the iraperitl coikiiiniflBioner and his coadjatora to the qtteen of 
Engknd, and was pennkted to obtaia cireulalioa among the people, 
in the same manner as many official documents commonly do, about 
^e middle of March, when the commimoner and governor were about 
to toive Canton to receive the opium surrendered in the naikie of the 
Bntish crown. PreanrnptiveeviilekiGe of its authenticity is afforded by 
live expression on t!he part 6f the commissioner of an anxious desire 
to kbow how he 'should convey sach a communication to the £nglish 
soverb^. 

No. ^2*7. 

Letter to the Queen of England from the imperial commissioner j ^c. 

tin, high iH^>erid commissioner, a dhrector of the Boahl of Wiir, 
and governor of the two Hoo, — Tang, a director of the Board of 
WtB:, land governor of the two Kwakig, — and £, a vice-director of 
the Board of War, afad Heut.-^ovemor of Kwangtung, — conjointly 
jaddress this obmintoiclition to the sov«rei^ of the English nation, 
for the pur|>06e of r!eqairing the ihterdicti^ii of opium. 

That in ihe ways of heaven iio partiality exists, and no sanctitm is 
allowed to this iojimng of others for the advantage of one^s self, — that 
in men's natural deskes there is not any great diversity (for where 
is he who does not abhor death and seek life?) — these are universiELUy 
ackn<ywledged principles. And your honorable nation, though 'be- 
yoKkd the wide ooe£an, at a distance of twenty thousand miles, ac* 
knowledges the same ways of heaven, the same human nature, and 
has the Hke perception of tlMs distinctions between life and deatli, 
l>enelit and injury. 

Om- li^veAly court has for its family all that is within the four 
s^ts; the great emperor's heaven-like beni<evolence — there is none 
whom it does not ovetshaddw : even regicms remote, desert, and 
lihsconnected, have a part in the ge nerd care of life and of weHbemg. 
i In Kw^ngtung, sinoe the removal of the interdicts upon mantinie 
commiufication, there has been a constantly ilowing stream of com- 
mefrcial mi^contse. The people ^f the land, and those who come 
from raibifoad in foreign ships, have reposed together in the enjoymeht 
of its advantages, for tens of years past, even until this time. And 
as regjirds the rhubarb, teas, r<iw silk, and similar rich and valu- 
able -[troducts of China, shofOld tbreigu nations be d^eprived of the5if, 
they would be without the means of continuing life. • So that lift; 
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gain being no longer acquirable., and hurt having assun\ed a visible 
form, such as desire the injury of others will find that they themselves 
are the first to be injured. * 

The powerful instrumentality whereby the celesU^l court holds in 
subjection all nations is truly divine and a^we-inspiring beyond t^e 
power of computation. Let it not be said that ei^rly warning of this 
bas not been given. 

When your majesty receiver this document, let us have ^ speedy 
communication in reply, advertizing us of the measures yen a4Qpl 
for the entire cutting oiT of the opium in every seaport. Do not, by 
any means, by false embellishments evaide or procrastinate. IQari^e^tly 
reflect hereon. Earnestly observe these things. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 2d month, day. Comir^uuici^tiw 

sent to the sovereign of the English nation. 

The intentions of the government concerning the mode of stopping 
the further ingress of opium were communicated in a^n edict receiv- 
ed from the commissioner, the governor and the lieutenant-gpvernor, 
addressed to the superintendents, consuls, and all the foreigners, i^ 
the following terms. It was received on th$ 2(Hh of April. 

Nn. -28. ^ 

Edict requiring the voluntary/ bond. 

Lin, high imperial commissioner and governor of Hookwang^ 
Tang, a president of the Board of War, and governor of the two 
provinces Kwangtung and Kwangse, and E, vice-president of the 
Baard of War and lieutenant-governor of Kwangtung, issue this, edict 
to the English superintendent Glliot and the deputy superintendent 
Johnston, the American consul Snow, the Dutch consul Van Ba;^!, 
aiid the foreigners of every country; let them fully acquaint them- 
selves herewith. 

Whereas we, the high imperial coinmissioner, the governor, and 
the lieutenant-governor, did receive the great and august emperor's^ 
mandatory will, to interdict opium, and to cut off the source? whence 
it comes, accordingly w^ gave commands to the said superintendents 
and consuls, by them to be enjoined on 9II the foreigners, to take 
the opium, aecucnul^ted in the sto^e-ships, and make an entire sur- 
reucjler of it ; now it appeiars that, in obedience to those commands, 
the surrender is being made, evincing respectful submission, wor- 
thy of praise. And hereafter, for ever, foreigners will never more be 
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^iUovved to bring opium in^o this, cpuntry. Tho dficree i« alreatly 
pi^se(), and if they do so, they shall be capit«illy pnnished, and their 
cargoes confiscated- 

Yqu, the English superintendent Elliot, have desired that warning 
may be given before eixecution, and now again declare that you will 
^ct in obedience to the law, the period beipg indulgently extended. 
Tbis your statement seems reasonable ; but as to the request that a 
period of five niton^hs be allowed for the Indi^ ships, and ten months 
for those direct from England, theae periods are indeed too long. 
. Further it appears that the American consul Snow also has declar- 
ed that while residing here he always feels obligated to conform to the 
laws of the empire, and that hereafter the merchants of his country, 
acting in obedience to the new regulations, will not presume to traffic 
in opium. This likewise seems perfectly proper. But he adds, * if 
they bring any opium to Canton, I will communicate to them the 
prohibitory regulations, requiring them to return to their country,' 
which does not at all agree with what is said about acting in conform- 
ity to the law; for if he announces to them the prohibitory regulations, 
how can he stop with merely ordering them to return to their own 
country ? 

The Dutch consul Van Basel, also states, that he has received the 
commands to give the bond, in terms like these : — After the autumq 
of this year, if any ships come to Canton, and on examination are 
found to have opium on bo^rd, both ship and cargo shall b^ confis- 
cated, and the parties Icift to suffer death, by the l^w of the country. 
On this occasion he is ready to obligate himself that hereafter he will 
n^ver trade in opium, and that according to the tenor of the edict he 
will report to the great officers of his government, that they may sub- 
mit the case to their sovereign ; this is nearly in accordance with 
what is required in the bond ; but, then, in his address h^ speaks abput 
the lives of his countrymen being involved, which is still inconsistent 
with what is reasonable. It should be known that this severity of the 
celestial empire's laws, extending even to capital punishment, is onli/ 
tn referenu to the traffic in opium. If therefore all the foreigners, in 
compliance with Ihis, never bring any more opium, then there c^Q 
be no more violations of the law, and how, in that case, can there bo 
any involviqg oflife? 

. With reference to Elliot's request, the period o.tififht to be chg^pged 
and fixed at four months for the Indian ship, and at eight for the 
direct ships, at the expiration of whiph periods they mu9t cqnfQrpn U} 
the new regulations. If within these periods, they presume to bring 
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with the Kwaiigchovv hee to givfe previous order's to the hong n^r- 
chaiits, that they enjoin it on the foreigners, to give them prior notice 
of the time of any boat leaving Canton, that they may report to the 
officers aforesaid. These are then to proceed in person to the place 
where the boats are anchored, and to ascertain v^hfit niimber ^f per- 
sons are on board, and what arte their names and sufrtianf^e^; an€ are 
tx> direct the bong merchants to takfe cognisance 6f them Severalty. 
If ther6 be not amdng them any of the sixteen named, they shall then 
give to the boat a stamped passport to be shown for exarainatioh ki the 
various custom-houses that it misty pass. 

This sealed passport shall be printed according to t!re form !ifere- 
with transmitted, and sealed with the seal of the Kwangclio# foo, xhe 
blank«4^ikig filled up at the time. The officers aforesaid ihudt by ^1 
metitis ^ithfully examine, and must permit no confusion or ^sca^, 
wheireby they will render themselveis h^feivily tiulpable. ThfeKwang*-* 
chow hee, too, mu^ give dkeblions t^ all th^ forts and othet places ol" 
defense to pay obedience. 

W^ therefor'^ pr6oeed to issae these coAimands, requiring the 
Kwangchow fo6 immeditttely to take with him the magi^ftfCes 6f 
Nanhae and Pwanyu, and to r^nire the <^igiftal inerchKhti, Hb^^a 
senior, &c., to act in accordance here wkh, and immediately to re- 
inbv^d ^11 thie ves^eiis surrounding the fo^e^gn factories. 

t'hfe boats t-egistered under the designation * iobedient,* are t6 hki^ 
a measured permission to Yun to and iVo, stlFI being subjected to <^X'> 
amii^aiion at the custom-house Nations. 

The ship Esperance at Whatnpoa, which has already applied fbr 
a jport clearance loretntn liomb, and the captain of which, Linstedt, 
is now in the foreign fkctcries at Canton, may at once make appM- 
6atibn to the hoppo, to give permission for hi*m to leave Canton and 
take his departure. 

AH the cargo shipi at Whanipoa are perhiitted to open thehr holds 
for tr^dte. Those thai being alt^dy fully laden, have made appi Ida-' 
Hbn through the security ifnetchinfe fo»- their port clearances, arfc 
(>6rmitted to obtain the sartie oti representation to the hO|)po', thut 
they may be enabled to set sail. and return home. 

As to all the foi'eign merchant-ships arrived in thfe outer wat«rs, 
they must wait till this matter is brought to d bonehi^ioii, \\Wi\ m 
examinatk>n they will be directed to lenter their names, and |^*ot^ii 
to Whampoa. 

The registered boats, proceed in ;r from Whampoa to Caiiicrn, rthist 
stilt be subjected to careful exatninatron by the military guard at the 
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posts at the new and Macao passage forts, ob the way up. And if 
tkey have contraband articles, or weapons, or guopowder on board, 
tbejf must be iminediately driven back, and instant report thereof 
rendered, in order that examination may be made and measures 
taken. 

Let the tenor of these commands be also declared to Elliot, that he 
knowing may act accordingly, fie urgent and speedy. (Promulgat- 
ed May 4th, 1839.) 

No. 30. 
Public Notice. 
In the present state of circumstances, the chief SupeHntendent is not 
in a situation to do more than refer her majesty's subjects for general 
guidance to his public notice dated at Macao, 6n the 23d March last. 
He need hardly observe, however, that it is his purpose to remain 
in Canton till his public obligations to this government are futfiUed, 
amd he will aflbrd the best information in his power of the probable 
period of his departure from time to time. Parties will therefore be 
pleased carefully to regulate their proceedings accordingly. There is 
a part of the public paper promulgated this everting (not desirable to 
advert to particularly,) which need give no aneasinc^ds. He hopes it 
will be felt that the circumstances shall be suitably arranged at the 
proper moment. May 4th. (Signed) Edward Elmslig, 

Secretary and treasurer to the superintendents. 

No. 31. 
From the hong merchants. 
To Mr. Wetmore. We beg to inform you that we have received 
permission from government for the licensed passage-boats to run to 
and from Canton us usual. The names and number of passengers 
and crew of each boat must be entered in her license, before she will 
be permitted to start. The small unlicensed boats of Canton and 
Whampoa cannot for the present be allowed to come and go; but 
when the opium deliveries are completed we will apply to government 
for the requisite commands, and inform all the foreign merchants there- 
of for their obedience. 

It is for this ^e writei, atld trusting you enjoy good health, we 
remain, The Hong Merchants. May 4th, 1839. 

No. 32. 
From the hong merchants. 
To Ml. Wetmore. We beg to infurui you that wc have received 
orders from gfivenuneiit to allow the liceiiscH p;iss i«T«'-boats to come 

8 
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ind go [as usual]. The followiog oew regufaiions lufcrst be obaenred 
by all foreigners leaving Chilton in these boats, viz^ an. o6icer wilt 
be deputed to examine them ,befi)tei they will be permitted to starts 
and on arrival at the several forts and custom-house etationsith^yniusl 
also report themselves to be examined. A weiyuen will come out 
every day to ascertain the number of . boats about to- leave, and the 
hour of their dispatch, so' that when he shall come to superintend 
their examination, there may be no delay. The names and number 
of the passengers and crew of &tch boat must be inserted in the li- 
cense, and a list thereof must be previously handed in, that the re- 
quisite entries may be made. Hereafter no boat will be allowed to 
carry guns or ammunition, or leaden ballast, as stones will fully answer 
the purpose. It is for this we write and with compliments remain. 

May 4th, 1839. (Sigrted) The Hong Merchants. 

P. S. A list of the sixteen foreign merchants who for the present 
are not allowed by government to leave Canton by the pa3sage-boatB 
is subjoined. . . 

No. aa 

From the hong merchants. 

To Mr. Wetmofe. A respectful communication. We have just 
received instructions from government to forbid foreigners, for the 
present going outside of Old China Street : when the opium is all 
delivered, they will be permitted to pass in and out as usual. We 
therefore write this to infoim the foreign merchants of all nations for 
their obedience. With compliments, d&c. 

May 5tb, 1839. (Signed) The Hong Merchants. 

On the 5th, in the afternoon, we had the satisfaction, of seeing the 
triple cordon, which for six weeks had hemmed us so closely in, 
safe from all harm, broicen up. All the large boats were removed, 
and the companies of soldiers were disbanded. 

On Monday, the Gth, the first passage-boats left for Macao; the 
dumber of pasitengers, including seamen for Whampoa, was about 
fifty. It was a pleasing sight to see the boats once more moving down 
the river. 

On Wednesday, the 8th, the following edict was issued, occasioned 
by addresses respecting the proposed bond. 

No. 34. 
Prom the Kwarigchow foo to the hong merchants, communicating 
the order of the commissioner, ihe governor and lieut. •governor, re- 
garding the punishment of foreigners for dealing in opium. 
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Choo, bj ^cial &ppoiDtroenC prefect of Kwangchow ibo, issuen 
xxHnmands to the original hong merchantB, and to the several senior 
and other hong merchants, for their full information. He has now 
receWed from Lin» the high imperial commissioner, d&c, Tang, the 
governor of the two Kwai^, and £, the lieutenant-governor of Kwang- 
tang, the following orders: 

'^ It appears that the English supierintendent Elliot, the American 
consul Snow, and the Dutch consul Van Basel, have presented address- 
es, requesting that they all should return home at the head of the peo- 
ple and the vessels of their several nations. These addresses coming 
before us, the commissioner and the governor, and being duly authen* 
ticated, we reply. China has indeed no need of cgnmiercial intercourse 
wi^ outer barbarians. But because you have come from afar over the 
seas, it cannot bear to push you utterly away ; you have enjoyed the 
overshadowing, the comprehensive, and deep benevolence of the 
great emperor, who has given sanction to the trade with Kwangtang; 
you have come to the territory of the celestial empire, have not only 
eaten of the herbage and trodden the soil equally with the people of 
the land, but have also by your buymg ai|d selling acquired very rich 
advantages. It is naturally your duty to rest in your stations, observ- 
ing the laws. But for tens of years past, you have on the contrary 
employed a thing hurtful to mien, as a i^eans of gaining and popsests^ 
ing yourselves of ^people's wealth. r i r r 

'' The great emperor anxiously regardful of the general wellheing, 
has therefore declared his pleasure that this should be severely. poohi- 
Inted. And if the laws be not plainly declared, how shall the future 
ingress be put a stop to? While qow, all you superintendents and 
consuls, aforesaid, are aware that thfs prohibitory enactments of the 
celestial court may not be opposed, you are yet anxious in regard to 
points of difficulty as relates to youf owq countries, and request that, 
at the head of the people and. vessels of your several countries, yoii 
may all together take your depattiire to retqrn home. 

'f Those of the foreigoers whose names are, prominent as having 
been :habdttial sellers of qpiufti, have already ere. this been or- 
dered away. But besides^rdine, and others, who. have gone a\vay 
bock to theii- couil^es, lber^ yet remi^in many lingering behind. If 
indeed all leave China foy ever, . there will of cour;9e no opium gain 
entrance iiiito the inner land, and this evUnwy be removed. After 
tihen the fiiil coaapletion of the preseoit deliveries,' let it be ey<^ as re- 
«pEffi8ted. It shall be left to you entirely IQ return to your countries. 
Yoii A¥|H not be allowed to, make pretexts for procrastinating aqd; 
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delaying. A4id after you have thus returned, you will not be allowed 
to come again. Let there be no turning backwards and forwards, 
no inconstancy, whereby investigation and proceedings thereon will 
be involved. Having reference to the great numbers of the foreign- 
ers of the various nations, and the openness of communication by 
sea in every part, the laws and enactments of the celestial court being 
extremely strict, it is still requisite that ^he punishment attaching to 
the prohibition against the importation of opium should be plainly 
proclaimed. All you foreigners of every nation, should you not come 
hither, there the matter rests; but should you come to the territory of 
the celestial court, be you foreigners of any country whatsoever, so 
often as opium is brought, in all cases in accordance with the new 
law, the parties shall be capitally executed, and the property entirely 
cohfiscated. Say not that it was not told you beforehand I 

*<We proceed to issue these orders, commanding ^he prefect im- 
tiiediately to enjoin the orders on the original hong merchants and on 
th^ several senior and other hong merchants, that they may plainly 
enjoin the same on the sjBveral superintending officers aforesaid, that 
they having knowledge thereof may S&v no oppositioa. ** 

'this having been received by the prefect, he proceeds to issue 
these commands. Whea they reach the said : hong merchants, let 
them immediately enjoin the same plainly on each of the said superin- 
tending officers, that they may have knowledge thereof, and offer no 
opposition. A special command. 
Taoukwang, I9th year, 3d month, 25th day. (May 8th, 1839.) 
The preceding edict, in the first tnaitance reaching the chief super- 
intendent of British trade in an unofficial manujer, through the hong 
merchants, he refused to rec^e k} in consequence of this, a copy 
was shortly after dij^ly transn^tted, under the seals of the proper au- 
thorities. Whereupon captain Elliot issued the following. 

No. 36. 
PuhUt Notice to British Sul^jecis. 
The chief sup^intendent yesterday received an edict, of which the 
annexed is a copy, to the joint address of the consul of the king of 
Holland, the cqnsul of the United States, and himsdf. By this Jaw 
the ships and crews of all nations, henoeforward arriving in China, 
are liable to the penalties, the first, of confiscation, and the lasl, of 
death, upon the determinationof this government that they have in- 
troduced opium. The danger of confiding to this government the ad- 
ministration of any judicial process ponceniing foreigners, can scarce- 
ly be more strikingly manifested than iii the list of names lately 
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proscribed by the high commissioner. Evidence that has been good 
to satisfy ^is excellency that these sixteen persons are principal par- 
ties concerned in introducing opium, and therefore to justify their de^ 
tention as hostages, would of course be equally good for other con- 
victions of the like nature. It may be taken to be certain, however, 
that the list contains the names of persons who have never been 
engaged in such pursuits, or, let it be added, in any other contraband 
practices. In investigation upon such subjects, the Chinese authorities 
would probably be guiltless of any deliberate intention to commit acts 
of juridical spoliation and murder ; but it is plain, that in the present 
state of the intercourse, there would be excessive risk of such conse* 
quences, and therefore the present law is incompatible with safe or 
honcNrable continuance at Canton, if nothing else had happened to 
establish the same conclusion. It places, in point of f^t, the lives, 
liberty, and property of the whole foreign community here at the 
mercy of any reckless foreigners outside, and more immediately at 
the disposal of the bong merchants, linguists, compradors, and their 
retainers. The chief superintendent by no means ascribes general 
wickedness to those parties, but their situation and liabilities make 
them very unsafe reporters, and yet it is mainly upon their reports 
that the judgment of Uie government will be taken. It will be par- 
ticularly observed that persons remaining are understood by the go- 
vernment to assent to the reasonableness of the law. 

(Signed) Charles Elliot, 

Chief superintendent of the trade, d&c. 
It should have been remarked befoore, that the resumption of trade, 
since the 4th inst., has been attended with some disadvantages, no 
foreigners being allowed to go to the warehouses of the hong mer- 
chants, by which prohibition they have been cut off from ail oppor- 
tunity to inspect their goods now being exported. This, it is under- 
stood, would be only a tempor^acy hindrance. 

An edict from the local authorities, containing orders to shut up 
all the streets leading into the square, except Old China street, and 
commanding the shopmen in them to remove, was now made known. 

No. 36. 
Proclamation from the Kwangchow foo, and the Nanhae andPwan- 
yu magistrates. 

Choo, the prefect of Kwangchow foo, S^c, Lew, the Nanhae been, 
^1{^., and Chang, Uie Pwanyu been, &c., respecting arrangements 
and regidations for strictly preventing the too familiar intercourse 
of natives and foreigners, proclaim for the information of all. 
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Former perspicuous edicts have been issnetjl on this subject, wbich 
are on record. And there h^ now been received from Lin, the im- 
perial commissioner, Tang, the governor of the two Kwang, and E, 
the lieutenant-governor of Kwangtiing, the following commands. 

" The surrender of the opium being nearly completed, it is neces- 
sary to make in order, preventive regulations as regards the future. 
The houses, shops, streets, and lanes in the near neighborhood {of the 
foreign factories] are generally the resort of native traitors, and it is 
of the greatest importance at the present time to examine and place 
them under strict management ; and that the laws be promulgated 
everywhere, in order to "put a stop to a too intimate connection, and 
that such connections be guarded against accordingly. Let these 
our orders be immediately obeyed. The^ said prefect and magis- 
trates are immediately to meet with the Chun^' he^ and K^ang 
hee, (commanding brigades,) and in company with the original hong 
meifchants Howqna and Mow(]|ua, and the other hong merchants,' are 
to inspect the $aid j^aces in person. All the back doorddf the fo- 
reign factories are to t)e blocked up, not permitting the foreigners tb 
use them as formerly. The square in the front of the factories is to 
be enclosed with railing mnd gateways as fbrinerly. The passages 
fhrougti all the streets near the ibreign factories are to be but bif and 
never again opened; and the walls are to be buih higher and thicket 
for greater security.' It will be proper to appoint ode thor6ughfare, 
where there >should be a gate at which a military guard is to be sta- 
tiotiedto keep wat6h. The said officers are to meet together and 
arrange tins matter safely, and then report, that there may be proof 
that these orders have been obeyed. 

'*f A% Ho the ipeopie wbo open shops in order to obtain a livelihood, 
there are regulations which show what they are allowed to do. But 
this shops in Leuenbing and New China streets are so intittiatety con- 
nected with foreigners, that th^' suspend signboards on whidh the 
foreign (characters are Written : this is disorderly conduct, and in 
opposition to ^ei'laM^4i,> and 4Minnpt be oompaared with trade as* con- 
idncted hj good i people^ «nd nviiet now be finaily forbidden and'pre- 
vented, that evil practices may be eut off and a purer state of things 
be pedected/ >' ^' ; . 

''The said foo and been magistrates are first to issued pe»ptcuoi|s 
proclamatiod, fiicing d decided J imit of time, tvhen tfae(y •ax^ to ibue 
the most positiviet orders of the. people to re«i6ve to otiier places ;. tliey 
are not tb be allowed to remain where they: aire und keep itlieif akwps 
open. The private houses are alsbto be. closed atttf Iboked uj) ;" and 
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if mnj of the sbdpke^pers or laudlotds dare (o disobey, ok^/all ioto the 
evU habit of assembling m multitttdes to go to the temples — they are 
to be considered as a iei of sturdy Vagabonds, and the said foo and 
heea magistrates are immediately to unite with the Chung and 
Kwang hee, leading the military and police are to examine and seize 
the instigators, of the disturbance, and the houses are to be laid in 
ruins. A constabulary force, or a body of tything^men, is to be esta- 
blished in every street, in order to separate good from bad subjects, 
and that the traitorous natives among them may be known. — The 
said foo and been magistrates must employ their utmost energies in 
safely arranging this affair, that an eternal stop may be put [to these 
practices] and traitors be for ever swept away." 

These orders having been received by us, the prefect and hedn ma- 
gistrates, we have met the Chung and Kwang hee, and at the head of 
all the hong merchants have directed the orders to be carried into 
effect. The entrances to Hog lane, New China street and Leuen- 
hing street have been already walled up; the entrance to Old China 
street is to remain open as a public thoroughfare, where a gateway is 
to be erected on a low wall, so that all connection with the outside 
foreigners may be completely prevented. The shops on the east and 
west sides of Old and New China streets are all closed to the foreign 
residences, as they afford great facilities for traitorous connections ; 
the orders of all the superior officers must be obeyed. All the people 
are ordered to remove and to shut up and lock their houses, in order 
to cut off evil communication. We first issue this urgent end per- 
spicuous proclamation, by which we order the inhabitants of the said 
two streets, that ten days after the issue of this proclamation, all the 
goods in those streets must be removed ; and thus change to a right 
system of things. Let no one tread in their former footsteps, oppos- 
ing the laws, secretly storing up goods and delaying, that they may 
continue their former practices ; and shojild any persons not remove 
within the given time, the offender against the laws shall surely be 
forcibly expelled his shop or house, and his goods and chattels be 
sealed up. At the north end of Leenhing street on the east side, the 
shops abut upon the wall of the foreign factories, and from the win- 
dows of the factories natives carry on an illicit entercourse. Now 
this street must be included under the same orders as the others as to 
the limited term of ten days, when the inhabitants must remove, and 
their houses be closed and sealed up. Shops in the street on the west 
and south sides, are a little further off from the dwellings of the fo- 
reigners, and a lawful trade being carried on there, the shops may 
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continue open according td custom. The said, hong merchants are 
especially charged, forthwith to examine whether there are any prohi- 
bited goods for buying and selling stored up, and whether any clan- 
destine intercourse is carried on with foreigners ; and on con? iction, 
they are immediately to state the facts to the district magistrate, who 
will forthwith try and punish the offender according to law. 

Further, in Hog lane there are many natives who make for and 
sell to the foreigners, clothes and caps; these are necessary articles 
which are in constant usci and demand, and therefore if the hong 
merchants are willing to give a bond for the good behavior of these 
tradesmen, they may continue their callings as heretofore ; but if the 
hong merchants are uil willing Co give such a bond, they are forthwith 
to be expelled, and the inhabitants of those places that are close to 
the foreign chambers ate, in the same manner as those of Old and 
New China streets, to remove within ten days. With reference to those 
shops at which sign boards in the foreign characters are suspended, 
this practice has long been forbidden by the laws ; but the laws have 
for a long time been slackly administered, and the people have encou- 
raged each other to disregard them more and more. But now it is 
of moment that the old regulations be obeyed, and this practice be 
forbidden and stopped for ever. Henceforth, without distinction of 
thoroughfares, lanes^ d&c, if there are any who dare to tread in .their 
former footsteps, most assuredly they shall catch 'three inches of 
law,' and then suffer capitally. Decidedly there will not be any 
indulgence granted. AH should implicitly obey. Oppose not A 
special edict. Taoukwang, I9th year, 4th month, 2d day. (May 
14th, 1839.) 

On the 19th and 20th, the chief superintendent of British trade 
published the two following notices. 

No. 37. 
Public Notice. 

The chi^f superintendent of the trade of British subjects in Chma 
gives notice and enjoins all her majesty's subjects, either actually in 
China, or hereafter arriving, merchants, supracargoes, commanders, 
commanding officers of ships, seamen, or others, having control over, 
or serving on board of, British ships or vessels, bound to the port of 
Canton, not to be requiring, aiding, or assisting in any way in the 
bringing into the said port of Canton any such British ship or vessel, 
to the great danger of British life, liberty, and property, and the pre- 
judice of the interest and just claims of the crown, till a declaration 
shall be published under his hand and seal of dfhce to the effect that 



Digitized by LjOOQIC 



6S 

such bringing iti of Briiish shipping, ot of British prdiicriy in foreign 
shipping, is safe in the {^remises. Ai^d the chictf Mperintendent mak- 
ing these solemn injunctions for the fiafety of British life, liberty, and 
property, aiidili the prdtii<;tioti of th6 interests and just claithsbf the 
Brttisli erowfi, tes^i^ft to her tiMjest^'s government in t!he most 
complete manneir thif po^virei- to danc^lukvd disregard all ftiture claims 
whatever, on the part of her majesty'^' subjects or ofh^rs, prefbrrihg 
scieh>4raims oil at)c<MtncbfBritt&h prbpei^y, either left behind, or to 
befbknighEt ' in; if atiy mth Britteh ^jedCsf or <M;hers preil^rring such 
diaiNM'ihalidisirbgard thes^ in']Mtkh$m iMw piut Ibirwai^d, respecting 
tli^ kieepiii^iDilit 'of (Britid^ ' sMppI^ and property, tHI the declaration 
aforesaid sbatt fc^ ddy ptkblished. May l9tH, 1889. 

= [L. ft] (Signed) Chahlbs BiLLtOT, 

' Chief sut)erintendent ot* thb trade, d^c. 

No. «. 

Having refensnt^ to the draft of his public ifiotice submitted to the 
periifMi'Ofiibe merchaivts for their- guidance fourteen days since, the 
chief supwintendem has iio\<r to acquaint her hiiajesty's subjects that 
he *as reaison to* hope for the r^rt of the whole delivery of the opi- 
utnin the coursfe 0^ the rtext twertty-four hours: and his own depar- 
tore iritt be regulated by that of h^r niiajesty's subjects ahd any other 
tovignetsv who 4iiay claim His pr6tection, presently detained in Can- 
ton by the commissioner's commands. Upon that subject he will make 
another communication at the proper moment: May 2(Hh, 1889. 
(Signed) EowARO ElmsUe, 

SeftretJiry and treasurer to the superintendents. 

About this time, the hoppo, on being requested by one of the hong 
merchants for the usual permit for a pilot to go on board and conduct 
the l^i^ice, a large Itldiaman down to Siscotid Bar, thought proper 
to deny the recfuest, although th^ practice had ever been usual ; and 
whett thd Cap'taitis of t\V6 other ships of the same class united with 
the first, ttrtd requested pilots for their ships to go dOwn to Second 
Bard, ttie hoppo again refused. The reason of this new restriction 
was said by the hdppo, in" his reply, to be because these ships had not 
yei t^keii m as many caltle^ of export, as thciy brought of import, 
cargo; but the whble afftir bore th^ marki^bf a desire ort the part 
of the (Chinese to Imj^ede the departure of foreigners. 

fhe- following edi^t from tiheir excellencies, the commissioner and 
governor was called forth by the answer to an order from them to 
measut^e the draft* of water of the ships lying in Macao Roads, at this 
tim^ "amounting to ttenrly fifty sail. This was done to ascertaiu 
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Whether between the interval of their arrival aitd entrance into the 
port, the vesseJs change^ their cargo. <; 

;■:■.. No, m, 

Iau, high imperii comimssioner apd gover«or of (the ilwo, Kf^apigv 
and T«ng, a 4irector of the Bo^4 of War, antl governor of ih» twd 
Kwang, issue tbis^ edict to ikm-ox^ginsi senior and all the other thong 
merchants for their full instruction. 

On the i7th instant, Tseang Leihgang, the sub-prefect of Macao, 
and Wei Changyaou, commodore of the squadron of HeEngshan, 
presented to us a joint report, in which they state : ** Having reoeif ed 
your excellencies' orders to proceed to the Nine Islands and the 
Macao offings, to examine the ships recently arrived with cai^o, to 
ascertain their draft of water, and to present a report of the same in 
detail ; we in obedience thereto went in person, taking with us pilots 
and measurers. Each of the several ships was duly measured, before, 
behind, right and left, according to the prescribed form; and on the 
15th the measuring of the thirteen ships having cargo was complet*' 
ed: But there was one ship, Peih-ta-le, laden with cotton, seeing 
the ships were being measured, got under weigh on the 14th, 
and sailed away to the eastward, evidently unwilling to be measured^ 
As soon as we cat} ascertain where she has gone and anchored, we 
will make another report. Moreover, the masters of the vessels de- 
clared, that on the 20th of this month hitherto there have been gales 
bf wind, and that the anchorage off the Nine Islands being open and 
exposed, they were afraid they could not remain there with safety, 
and wished to remove their anchorage to Tseenshatsuy (Hongkong) 
so as to avoid the winds and waves. Respectfully we present this 
feport." 

The above has come before us, the high commissioner and governor, 
duly authenticated. We find that the delivery of the opium from the 
foreign ships is nearly completed, that the ships at Whampoa have 
been already allowed to reopen their trade ; the newly arrived To-le 
4nd other ships, thirteen in number, have been duly measured by the 
sub-prefect of Macao, in obedience to our orders, but the cargo of the 
several ship^ has nfot been ascertained in detail. The masters of those 
fillips, having c6n>e from afar to trade, how can they be without par- 
ticular accounts of their cargoes? Certainly it cannot be difficult to 
specify clearly each particular kind of the goods. Yet, now they 
only speak in general terms, in their usual delusive manner. But.as> 
{hey have consented to be measured, and as they have moreover de- 
clared that hitherto there have been gales of wind on the 20th of this 
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month, and that the anchorage off the Nine Islands is open and ex*; 
posed, they were afraid they coaid not remain there with safety ; K 
behoves us to show them compassion, and early instruct them to 
enter the port to escape the storm. 

Besides, when they all arrive at Whampoa, according to the rega* 
lations, let them wait for the instructions of the commissioner of cus- 
toms. We issue our commands to the sub-prefect of Mac^o, and the 
commodore of Heangshan, and they must immediately transmit the 
same to the ships To-le and others, declaring that it be unnecessary 
for them to^ revnove their anchorage to Hongkong, that they may 
reoefte passports for pilots directly from the sub-prefect Of Macao to 
come speedily to Whampoa, there to await the hoppo's examination for 
the unloading of their cargo. The sh4p Pe!h-ta-le, which refused to 
be measured,' and presumed to sail away eastward, has evidently done 
SO' for evi^. We have sent a communication to the hoppo, that he 
convey commands to the hong merchants not to trade with her, but 
to hasten her departmre back to her country. The said sub-prefect, 
SLt.y will give direct commands to the crnizers to take with them the 
linguists and pilots, and ascertain plainly where she has gone; 
and, fHHiing her track, convey to her the commands ; that, having 
been unwilling to be Pleasured, it is evident she has brought contra*^ 
b4nd' goods, and has dared to show opposition; that, while orders 
have been given for the others to enter the port of Whampoa, she i^ 
not allowed to trade; but must sail back to her country and not loiter 
about. If she dares to sail to other places on the high seas, where it 
is unlawful for her to go, to form connections with the vessels of 
Chinese marauders, and traffic in opium, the cruizes will all unite in 
attacking her, when repentance will be too late. As soon as any real 
traces of the said vessels are found, let the same be clearly reported 
to us by express. ' ' '' 

Mtii^eover, We now issue this edict: when it reaches the hong mer- 
chant, 1^ theiti' act in obedience to it. When the ships To-le and 
oth^ts' all arrive at Wham{)oa,"according to the regulation!^, let theni 
await iristruciion from the hoppo. But the ship Peih-ta-le, ' which 
Wav'iinWftling to be iheastired, and dared to' sail away to th^ eastr 
ward',' has done so evidently for evil. Let the said hong merchantq^ 
6onitniltlicat^ this edict, forbidding Ihemto trade with her, and^ 
^eqbiirins'Her immedi^lte return to her counti^y. Let them search out 
ftithfelll'tJie triiitis of the vessel, and rep6h thereon. Let there be. 
riol 'dj]^(ii5n. Haste, quickly! A special edict. 
' MfiytWhvl^0; 



Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



70 

if a government ia ihe most complete manner, the powier to cancel 
aiHi disregard all future claims whawver, on the part of h^ majeety^^ 
subjects or otheps, pretfeiring sooh «laiins>on account of British pro- 
perty^ either left bdiind, or to be brought in, if any such British 
subjects or others, preferring 8ueh> eiaims shall disregard these 
injunctions now put. > forward 'respecting 4he keeping out of British 
shipping and property, tiH 4he declaration ^fercisaid shsdl be duly 

published. i '• . ' 

And he has once more to wai>n her majesty 'is 6Ubjects in anxiocid 
terms, that such sudden and strong measures as it may be fe^tnd ne- 
cessary to adopt OA the part o£i competent authorities, for ^e hctoor 
and interest of the British -^iioiwfl, cannot be prejudiced by Ihbir^con-i 
tiBiued residettce in Caittos; beyond Ihe period of his oWnstay, updnf 
their own respoasibilitieo, anfJ > in spite of th^ <sol«rnti inijunctious -of 
her. RMJe^y^ft officer. > • " • ^ 

Given under my hand^^nd seali of office at Canton inChina -this 
22d day of May, 1839. ';.:.=.■;': •'••'; -i ' :.: . i. 

{L. iS.] (Signed) Charles Ei^ifM*, 

I Chief snperint^dent of the t^ade, &ci 

....I., :;■',' ■ 1, ;i •). •, — ,, , ; r- iSoiAl. ' '^ .. 1" ■.•-!.■ I '■ 

; lan^high.ifi^peHail; bobimissidiier, ahd'Tiiag,'g^e^ bf ihte two 
Kulrang^ ifesue IheseicbnimaiidsitO'^he 'original, the i^enibp; andoihet 
hong me»^hAhti)J(Mr yi^^r^l^pnlinination. t <' i ^ , i . 

( Opmm, pirvdding. wktlv its poispnous'inllUence' 4he'^ idner- land', 
has been tk source iit isery grentl ^ injoryv • The^e ten 'persons; ,'»-** 

•■! .., ♦ t'i ;-r 1^1! .!V i/i5» t! I-': #!- ' '.'jlmc ' '. ;*«')»■ .•:'; ;*i'!(i -i-ii 

natives of England and other countries, haVe aH beenihabithhllyiQsecl 
td'deal tl^ereinr.; Th^frih^eieag^ly^iatched at'gain., and'sirbv«^ for 
clandMine advtinta^esw .At thisotinie, IWhen nieasin^s t)f investiga- 
tiopi are rbeipg;! so mrgenti^! adopted; (iand> Ihe^iregulations of .g«vern« 
nieatito eKactl^ enfi>rced, it > would i«a vie been righitco pnlithe laws in 
(Qfeertfooftbeiripupnhfliient.}< !But9iii)ldibgin)to indiilgetiticonside^atioin 
the: aondutJt )9f the; siid fcns^gners, dAcr itheyi ihad reeeifved idonnhaiids 
toide)ite|r;iip tlitirJiipi«mviib ^teedsiy^^inin^with BHM^^ t6 delfvdr it 
upj and.Ahelpel^.showing that;ihejit i«e;yel)Sfns^bld]t6lear/^4|ie<|alws^ 
w^:, th^ :fK)innife«kOlier'>and^ tlie: |[oyerh6r, haire rcvereiitly 'eftihodied 
the h^i^:like {berio^ltoceiof the grdai: empoi6r)otkM veini4ted')ih6 
pumshmenit^of.th^ioffienses^ Nowythdt the stbre^'SfaiprihvfeigilihEib 
up the. efttijre^tftniojuiilr.of >the of^ium, ii is noib.etpedv^ thiai'they 
shoald:;b0 aHowedijany longer. to dcdiy theb steiy inlKwan|ftung,*^st 
^ir own cunning shpttldhudfit^tlkiagftini .: * i ' . 
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We proceed ther^lur^ to ^ve otfr urgent coiitmaiKls. Wheir tlic:^ 
reach the said oifigtnal merelutnts, &c., let thenr itnmedralely eojoin 
these oommandson eaeh of the aaid fordgners/ Dadabhoy and tiie 
rest, individuallyy that they speedily retom to their coimtrietf, and that 
tbey give duly prepared voluntary bonds, that they will never again 
venture to return. These b^ng placed on record, let them wait until 
passports are given them to go outside. Should they presume, under 
cover of ak^ed names, to come here again, so soon as the fact shall 
be discovered, their offenses shaH surely be punished with severity. 
There shall certainly be no renewed tenienre;^ of indulgence. 

The said original ineriihant^ are imperatively required to proclaim 
the favor and the majesty [of the emperor], and with earnestness to 
enjoin the commands. Let them immediately procure the bond.s 
and report in answei^. Let tb^^ not be any coftnivance shown, nor 
any delay allowed, lest they bring investigation on themselves also. 
Be earnest and apeedy 1 Be earnest and speedy f A special ordctr. 
Taoukwang, 19th year, 4th month, llth day. (May 23d, 1699.) 
(True translation.) J.. Robt. Morrison, 

Chinese secretary and interpreter, &c. 

Thursday, the 23d, captain Elliot announced his departure from 
Canton in the fbllowiug notice. Mr. Van Basel, the Dutch 'consul, 
had already left for Macao by the inner passage. 

No. 42. 
The chief superintendent will leave Canton for Whampoa to-mor- 
row forenoon at about 1 1 o'clock i and the persons lately, detained by 
the commands of the government are requested to be ready to accom- 
pany him. It is also particularly jrequested that there may be no ger 
neral assemblage of her majesty's subjects at the period indicated. 
(Singed) Charles Elliot, 

Chief superintendent of the trade, dtc. 

Owing, however, to the delay of the two senior hong merchants^ 
Howqua and Mowqua, who did not arrive. at the British consulate, to 
identify the persons as they left, he did not leave till about 5 o'clock 
p. M.» accompanied by all the British subjects then in Canton com- 
prised in the list of the banished sixteen; Immediately after i capt. 
Elliot and his party left, the guard of coolies in front of the factories 
and at the entrance of Old China street were removed, and access 
afforded to the streets in the neighborhood of the facljori^. The 
populace too were curious to examine the changes that had taken 
place, and the square was soon crowded wrth gazing muiiitudcs. 
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A momrtrial, signed by liiaity of the British merch«ints in Canton, 
(several h&ving already left the city,) was forwarded % otie/ off the 
early ships to Engiaad. It is a ooncise smnmary of the doings of thd 
commissioner, and the grievanees they require t3o be redrcisBed.: 

Na;.43.' .• « ;■ 'h ^ 

To the right honorable IcMrd viscooat Palmer^tbn, seo^efiar^ idf ^at« 
for foreign affairs, d^c, ^c. r 

We, the undersigned British merchants^ tfuding at Cantoi^, (ionmd«v 
it oar duty to address your lordship regarding the i^cehl acts ^ ag^- 
gfession oil the part of the Chiiieise gofernnieni. . ' 

Thes^ acts of Ytolence^ which will be; offictaily o<mmirf»ieat^<l' to 
your iordship by her majesty's superiftteddent, consist t^ 

L In the stoppage of the whole legil trade of ihe port,'et^n of 
▼essels fuliy laden, and waiting oniy theit port-clearances, atid-againisrt 
which no ground of cofmplaint is alleged. 

2. In the foi'cibte detention in Canton' of all foreiigncirs, including 
her^ majesty's superintendents, in order to convpef] thb bu{^)i09(Bd holders 
of opium to the ^urrevid^r of property belon^rtg to Ihi^ni^elves, and 
othets in India and Europe, to the vaiu^ of from two to three millions 
sterling. , , : ,. ,. 

3.. In the open and Ui^flisguised threat to hol<|L foreigners r^p9n> 
sible with their lives for this surrender, and for aqy future infraction 
of the Chinese custom laws. 

4. In the attempt to force foreigners to sign bonds, rendeiing not 
only themselves, but all others coming to Chind, over whom they 
have no control, liable to the saiifie penalty ;' and on the refusal oii 
the part of foreigner!^ to sign such bonds, in the promulgation of an 
edict by the high commissioner, d^biaratory of the deter minjatiou 
of the govei-nment to enforce such penalty. 

We may be permitted to state that all foreigners reside in Canton 
on sufferance; that they have no means of ascertaining the laws, ex- 
cept from the acts of the provincial government * and tha«i the opihm 
trade hasisteadily increased from an import of 4,jM)0 chfests in 179&, 
to upwards, of 30i000 chdsts in 1837, With the open slvA mndi^grrts^d 
eonoivance of the local atrthorities." The impoi-tatiofi of opiom i6t0 
China ^as at one time allowed on payment of a dAty, but discontinue 
ed in 1796: ks admissiort' wa^ again strong re^ommebdeid to tli^ 
imperial government in 1836. No penstltids h^ve ever been e^fbrted 
against foreigners bringing it to China, atidthe prohibitory laWs have 
nevei" been a rule to the functionaries of the Chinese dthpire, who 
should have administered the ib, nor to thr ChinosC: people ^n svliom 
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they were intended to operate, which facts are dpeiily admitted in 
the recent edicts of the imperisil commissioner, under date of the 18th 
March last, in which ^e siates : " that the prohibitions formerly enact- 
ed by the celestial court against opium were comparatively lax," and 
that " the foreigners are men fVom distant lands and have not before 
been aware that the prohibition of opium is ^ severe/' We may 
further state, that, the peculiar character of ttie opium trade was disf 
tinctly recognized J in the report of the select committee of the House 
of Commons in 1830, and that in the subsequent report in 1832, the 
committee express their opinion ; ,*' that it does not seem advisable to 
abaridon so important a source of. revenue as the £. I. Company's 
monopoly of opium in Bengal." 

We conceive it will, therefore, be admitted that British subjects 
have carried on this trade with the sanction, implied, if not openly 
expressed, of their own government ; and at the same time with an 
advantage to the reveniCe of British India, varyirig of late years tVo'm 
one to one and a half millions, sterling. 

We do not attempt to deny the un<juestiou able ri^ht of the Chinese 
government to pui a stop to the importation of opium, and have 
readily signed an agreement to abstain from that trade at Canton on 
the iir St requisition of the government to that effect j but we think 
your lordship will perceive that long prescription had hitherto given 
foreigners ample reason to question tl^e sincerity of the Chinese go- 
vernment with regard to the discpiltinuande of t(ie importation, and. 
that under any circumstances that government cannot be justified, 
by the lax observance oT prohibitions and open connivance of its 
officers, in at one time fostering a trade involving several millions 
sterling,. and at another rendering its pursuit a pretext for spoliation. 

Th^re s,<?e^n8 no reason to doubt, from the late proceedings of the 
local government, that they .have alyi^ay^ had the power most mJEite- 
rially to check, if not totally to put a stop to, the importation of opium 
when fiisposed so i6 do;,biM. th^t power has seldom hitherto been 
exercised, except for the purpose of exacting higher fees f6r its intro- 
duction. ./iPhe proceedings of tfie^ high cprnmissiouer since his arrival 
in Canton, will be fu|ly reported to your lordship by her majesty's 
superintendent; but >Ve /may. observe thatjiis demand fur the uncon- 
ditional surrender of the whole of the opium in the depOt ships, wa^ 
onjB with, which foreigners .Qould not coiKiply, the grejEi^ bul^of that 
opium being the property of others in, India and elsewhere : ^nd they, 
were equally unabje to give the bonds required. , , 

The high commissioner, finding at the expiration ot three days, the 

10 
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time within which he had ordered the whole of the opium to be deli- 
vered up and the bonds to be given, that his orders had not been 
obeyed, sent tl^e hong merchants in chains to th/e jQbreign factprie^. 
threatening to put them to death before ouf doors, and at th<B sj|n^^ 
time (^ommenc^d other i^enacing preparations against the, foreigners, 
themselves. At this stagie of the lousiness, her majesty's chief super- 
intendent i^rrived in Canton. We feel it our duty to express to your 
lords))ip our deep sense of the public spirit which induced this officer, 
ait no inconsiderable risk, to endeavor to rescue British life and pro- 
perty from a position of fearful jeopardy ; and we may assure your 
lordship that but one feeling existed of the extreme peril of the whol^ 
community at the period when he succeeded in forcing his way to 
Canton, and took charge of all responsibility in the negotiations with 
the Chinese government. 

Although the measures of her majesty's representative have reliev- 
ed us from all responsibility in surrendering so farge an amojunt of 
property, we may still be allowed respectfully but earnestly to entreat 
your lordship's mediation to obtain the earliest possible fulfillment 
of the guaranty given on behalf of her majesty's government, and 
thus be the means of saving many of the owners of the property f^qm 
inevitable ruin, and all of them from heavy loss. We deem it also 
sin imperative duty to assure your lordship most solemnly of our firm 
conviction, that the public approval, on the part of her majesty's 
government, of this prompt interposition of her majesty's representa- 
tive, and the early adoption of such measures as the wisdom of her 
n^ajesty's advisers may determine on with regard to our future rela- 
tions with the Chinese empire, can alone avert the occurrence of 
similar or -even more violent outrages. 

We beg further to state to your Iprdship that, independently of the 
opium now violently seized, tliere was at the same period British pro- 
perty of other kinds in Canton to the value of upwards of one million 
sterling, besides a large and valuable fleet of shipping lying at Whara- 
poa, consigned to our care, but totally beyond our control; and 
although this property was not alleged to Have incurred ^ny penalty, the 
'^high commissioner never attempted to distinguish the participatprs 
in the one trade, from thoge in the other, but placed both under one 
common siispension, and the whole body of foreigners in arbitrary 
confinement. 

After the completiort of the delivery of the opium surrendered, the 
high commissioner has expressed an intention of opening the legaj^ 
trade, under new regulations, but cirQiimstaftces do not justify ufein 
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enierik'ihing ike Expectation that thesci regulations will afford any 
security for our life c(t property. 

We tfaerEfore think your lordship will be convinced (hat siome 
s«irious alterations in our relations With this empire are indispensably 
necessary; and thai British comnaerbe can never sa/ely be Carried bn, 
and certainly can never flourish in a country, where our persons and 
prc^rfy arc^ alike at the hiercy of a capricious and corrupt gbv6rn- 
m^t. 

In conclusion, ii o^ remainfs for us again to lirge upon your lox^d- 
^hip arid hei- majesty '(government, the great importance of an early 
recognition of our claims on account of the opium durrend6r6d for 
hEt majesty'a service ; and the pressing and paramount necessity of 
placiiig' tf^ ^Enera^ trade of British Subjects Upon a secure and per- 
inari^tlrjtsis. Oahton, May ^3d, 1839. ' 
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time that the drug was to be conveyed to Peking, buf the following 
proclamation from the commissioner ai)d his ^pljeagues^ poi;ijtaiQing 
an imperial rescript,, ended all speculation^ as to ibe ipar^nfr of peal- 
ing with it. — The a^^nb^r of chests, i^ wi|l be seen below, has in- 
creased' to 20,291, eight having been subsequei^tly added. 

, ■";/-• .' V .'*.. No. 44. ' ■-" \' ... • ■ 

Lin, high imperial cpmmissioner, &c.. Tang, governpr of Kwang- 
tung and Kwangse, and E/ lieut.*governor of Kwangtung, issue this 
^roc]amatio>n, plainly declaring that the opium, surrendered from the 
store-ships is to be destroyed in the| province of Canton, in obedience 
to the imjpe.rial \y/i|l, ' . 

, We, the aforesaid conimiasioner, governor, a»d li^u^.-governor, 
hs^vipg obtained jlhe a^r render of 20,391 chests of foreign opium, imme- 
diately made report thereof to the thfone by an express. Now on the 
I7th of Xh^ ^ih, moQth (May 29th), we received from the cabinet 
council a dispat,cl\, enclosing the following imperial mandjsite : - 

"Lin and hif CQlje?^gues have reported that the opiinp i^ the;Store- 
ships ha^ been all 3ur,^^^de;ed ; and they request that it ipay be 
brought to. Pek^ipg,, a^f) there be examined and dest|roy^(jl., Qn the 
present occasion, the investigation and procedure jf^sp^^tiog. ^he fo- 
reign opium At Canton, has been most faithful and tru^;; wp cer- 
tainly do not entertain tb^ sligl^test suspicion of <JQC^p^ion'. Mor^ver, 
as the distance for it to l^ transported is very great, a^^ ; would j^quire 
no inconsiderable deini^nd on the people's strength, it j^eipus iqexpe- 
dient \o bring it ^q ^he capital. Rather let it be given ovj^rto Lin 
Tsihseu, Tang Tingching, and E Leang, that, ^l^a the (whole 
amount surrendered is received, they naay there on the spqt'as^mble 
the civil and n)ili^r]p officers, publicly ^nc) jointly mafcje re,ex^miua-' 
tion, and ^n their prcsenQ^.4^^^^^y ^^^ opium; thus' causing; the inha- 
bitants on the coa^t, and the foreigners in Ciinion, alike to see and to 
hear, that they , may knqvj? and tremble thereat^ , If^spect and obey 
this mandate.'' i . . . 

ApQordingljf, the^d 4ay pf the moqth (June. 3d), is appointed, 
for the cjvil apd military officers, in the provinci^lji^ity^.toj^^i^jthose 
at the JBogue. There stone trenches will be ppened; and; lime 
^nd salt will be taken., and mixed with t))e |C)piui]fti,m)M^.the,di-ag is 
c<jrajj)lete)j trai^muted'af^^ 4^strojeil. , jTlji^vifiiWW be poured^ off 
intothe m^4sf;of th^ sj^j^,j^^ep.the very dr^egs,j(^ < j, .. . i.: r 
.This proclam^i9p. we.i^siie in, obiediqiMpe tpj^Jija recpi;4ejd Lplff^r^ 
^ure of^Jtjhp emp^ifor-j; yiat |^I ypu in habitat?, pi;, tHe,c^§t)Si„ ^n^. yw 
ii^^jlf nef^j if? Caajoja^ , quay 190k up to i^^p^ ^ lpaitr^cted, Smicf^ 
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fortli you ought to respect and dread the celestial majesty, a|id C8re> 
fully obey his mandates ; you ought to know that this noxious and 
vile thing is not fit to bie used even as manure upon your 6eld^. You 
must never again ^eek clandestinely to purchase it, since it will riuo 
your fortunes and destroy your lives. Tremble at this. A special 
edict. 

Nearly all the shipp were now gone from Whampoa, and asi the 
Chinese authorities had manifested no dbposition to obviate the p^. 
jectionable bond, serious doubts were entertained of their sincerity 
in wishing the ship? to enter the port T)k following letter from lhi$ 
hong merchants did not remove these apprehensions, and up to this 
date no ships availed themselves of the permission to enter the harbor 
to trade. The letter wais addressed to one of the consuls. 

No. 45. 
. :. Letter from the hong merckimts. 

Sir,-^ An edict from his excellency the commissioner of cuiloms; 
transmilted from fais excellency the governor, has been received, for 
the direclaoa of the consuls of the several foreign nations [to this 
eflfect]. 

*HereaAer the foreign ships, coming for trade to Cantoii, must be 
required ta conform to the regulations hitherto existing; aiidoneii* 
tering Whampoa must anchor at 8hintsing, waiting there for exami- 
nation' and the opening of the hatches fodr the discharge of cargo; thej 
muatiiot ainehor at Yuchoo, Neaoiiyung, &c.. Should they presume 
ta ot^se the regiulations, they shall certainly be expelled and will 
bring trouble upon themselves:' 

Halving received these, their excellencies' comnninds, we commtF 
mcatethem to you, with the hope that you ivill observe the same, and 
make tb^m known !to the sereral' gentlemen of your honorable coun* 

try. : ' ' r > ■■' .i.i -. •:'■ ■ '■ ^ ■>. ' ■ 

. With great resptet and our best wishes, we send this, and are 
Sir, yours, &c. 

(Signed) ; • 'HowauA and ten others. 
Most untowardly, on the ^th i^ June, while celebrating the anni- 
vetsai7 of queett, Victorians 'brrthday, ahot were 'fited from one of the 
British bhips lying off Macao; The Ciliinesie wlur-juhk, at which 
thfeyi ifv*^ firmed, imm^diatelj^'moV^d frbm her anchorage, withoiiit 
rettHrnihg^ihe fire! Ramorsof tihe^ aiffdir produced lio'siha/f degree 
of'tMteiUi atd' cHtdtetaent aiii6bg' forei^ikers. For ft while, it wft& 
n#i>kAOWift whether kuy lifc^ haidi been^ Io6t -or 'ndf r an^ As <»aptafn 
Bllioc -in^ the par^ accoMpatiying liith ft^HfA Cahtoii; were stlHwitlH 
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in the Bogue, painful apprehension? Wer^ en retained fbr thefir safety. 
Fortunately no life wa^ Idst, 6r s6fF46Us injury sb^^in^d, dn bbai-d tfie 
junk; nor did the pAri^, #?i!h the 6bi<^f'^u(iei'intendent, nieet with 
a^y iriterr^pttorr oh thi^li* #jiy' down to Mica6. We understand that 
a irorre^pondeAce on the suhject, with the Chinese authorities, ensu- 
ed ; but the particulars of it have not conne to our knowledge. 

It should b^ stftt^d hete dls^, that H; B. M, sloof) Lame, captain 
B)ak6, t!te only firiti^ i^lri^ 6f W^^' ih the Chinese waters, went to 
se&i Jiide 29th, ^nd ^fis' fbllowcld^h^ next day by the clippier Artel, 
captain Warded, ofnr lie!]' ilritanriib ntaj^sty's servide, de^n^d to the 
Hed Sea, bearing dispitcHd^ for thd hdttid govehidiedt. 

1rh6 nuniber of fdreighers ridvv id' Cdntori, (June 1st,) does ddt, we' 
believe exceed thirty, and will probably tie reddcerf to fifl^n or twbh- 
ty in the course of a few daysl The pecuniary losses occasioned, 
first by the detention dfforeign^rs^ and now by their departure from 
theprovideialioityy.^aiDd' the detention of ihips outside, are running 
upi to at very large adiaunt« It is difficult^ for ua4iO say Whether they 
win fall beaviest otb the dative, or on the foreign,. dievebaiiftSi' Somcf 
of the members of the cohong must suffer severely, perhaps will fait ; 
ndr> would it bd imalter of surprise or regret^ should that honorable 
body bd biK)ken up> before th^ present oiisis is fairly passed. . , 

TJhe folbwin^. translation is taked from the Canton Pressf ; andi we 
giltdtitinseniilii hereaaasp^CBinlendf the passports 'granted to fbreignL 
^»fO» J^a/vidgiCaol^ for Macaoy in Chinese boiatts' by the inside ;pa»^ 
^a^e.i>iirhenlis^.>of aftielesy on which a ddty is pay^ableby law, will' bfr 
seen to comprise only such as are of Chinese manufacture or origiii. 
But it b wf^l,klRoiwnthat;^on'thdlpresent odcasiody inaiiiy illegal diitaes 
ba^e . been kvied. arid ;()iaid. < In i mmp lnstande«, boats could • not be 
obtaiiiedconly od couditiion that tho: daties ebodldtbe paid as kiviedib^ 
- the linguist. This, the editor of the Press informs us, was done inr 
hierotwn cae^ 'The document consiitst of sdverai distinct parts, which 
are numbered by the letters of the alphabet. >> i ,- 

.,-. ...;. .... M., / ... >lNo. 46. ^j. Ji-^. 

M.fJir -iiL uuii, id'.: v> ,uf^!(isspgirt/p9 iM^m^ iH. . ,. :. ^ »<«,:/. 

^>M) f^^^m iftw .tfce/hwig .n5i^|^^ffnsJo,|b^,Jl#pfOy;^|M3^Wg for 
^j>j^ss*,Jfor Jtf^c%pv/ Tbft ^gfdiercb^njt^i,Wfiq^ ^0y^oi^gjXo|[>,K«i 
k«^ftg#/ ,?vifAW. !8JH>M*wftftg| fti4rMj?Wjja«:J«iwwbpJv,^»^ei»Ptfetty p^ii.^ 
U^^ WiJWi^ft ^ifilM*^ ^\y to.ipe|itiQ^>fQrJhe f«Y0r>ciSobtiliw»g. 
p^^e^ f^riii¥^«W>:a8 j^^<rii>PiSi«;fe:,^^^ aKM^af^. t)iA^ jtl^, 

^f ^f i^i^^^,f*ai|t , A.^,hf^ipgi cJ^rljf j?ev ft^ 

hejR^ift© to thisj^r<^,tottr;^,iflW ifi^fisrito^.^ti^ ^Mm^m 
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anti not daring to re^rt to illegal or irregular protceding!<; has beg' 
ged us tp entreat the fuvor of an ofHcial pa^^sport being granted, duly 
made out, which he can subn^it for inspection at the various custom- 
house stations on the route; — such bcsing the barbarian's views, we 
beg that qfficial permission may be granted him to prqcee^. 

Memorandum. The barbarian merchant A., for the protection 
of his person carries with him one gun and one sword, together with 

baggage and cooking utensils. Taoukwang, 19th yefir, 4th month, 

15th day. 

L. S. (Signed) Hpwqua, Mowqua, Punkequa, Punboyqua. 

(b) The hoppo's reply. It is granted that he gpes to Macao, and 
as customary, this mast be exhibited at the varipus custom-houses on 
t'le route, and surrendered to the custom-house at Macao on arrival. 

L. S. [of the hoppo.] To be countersigned on passing the West fort. 
L. S. To be countersigned on passing Cheiiae. 

(c) Pass to be countersigned on the route. Yu, by the imperial 
will, acting collector of customs for the port of Canton, raised two 
degrees. Whereas it has been established^ , that for sai^ity and 
regularity in granting passes, proof of the business be obtained ; it is 
evidently consistent that barbarians of all nations', in passing to and 
from the capital and Macao, should be furnished with passports to be 
shown at the various custom-houses on the route, the time of arjr^ving 
at which should be noted, and they atlo\yed to proc^.ed; by this no 
difficulty or delay will opcur ; neither will foreigners be allowed to 
loiter or wander about, which doings would give rise to distur|)ances. 
When this pass reaches Macao, it must be delivered to the custom- 
houses there, to be returned to this office to be cancelec). It is 
highly necessary that those, through whose hands this passes, attend 
to these injunctions. 

Memorandum. One boat, containing one barbarian, A., who in the 
4th month, 16th day, leaves the capital. / ' , 

L. S. On the 16th day at noon, arrived at^ and left the revenue 
office. 

L. S. On the 16th day in the evening, arrive^ at. and left the 
West fort. ^ 

L. S. On the 17th day at midnight, arrived at, and' left (^Henae. 

L. S. On the 17th day at da^light^ arrived at Heangsli^; 18th 
day at daylight, left Heangshan. \; f i 

L. S. On the 18th day in the evening, arrived ^t IViacao..^. . 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 4th month, 16th day. (I?a(^ of ta,kihg out 
the pass written on it at Canton.) \ . , j 
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(d) An official pasS^ Registered number '2. Yu, by imperial 
appointment acting collector of customs for the port of Canton, rai&»- 
ed two degrees. Whereas by the will of the eitiperor, he controls the 
outer ocean, now grants the merchant A., by means of the boat, be- 
longing to Yin Paouchang, liberty to proceed with fine tea, d^c, from 
this port to Macao for sale, the duties having been paid ; besides 
granting his pass, herein alsp registers the articles on which they 
have been paid, viz.: 

63 catties fine tea in 5 boxes. 
612 catties sundry woodware, in § boxes. 
4 large silver ' spoons, and 8 small. 
30 pairs of shoes in one box. 
270 catties ironwiare in three boxes. 
45 catties oil in two jars. 
18 catties hams in one package. 
id catties pictures. 

1 large wooden table. 

'27 catties whit^ sugar in one package. 
36 catties preserves in one box. 
27 catties salt n^h in one package. 
3 siriail oil paintings. 
Qn these a duty of 2 taels, 6 mace, 1 candareen. 
Tapukw^ng, 19th year, 4th month, 14th day^ 

The barbarian merchant A., Qoing to Macao, takes the fu11o>ying 
stores^ &c., viz.: 

524 bottles of foreign virinje, 
30 foreign glass ciips and bottles. 
30 foreign knives and forks. 

2 boxes shaving implements. 
1 trunk woollen clothing. 

250 catties, foreign cbthiiig. , j 

30 catties candles. 

30 bottles fragrant water. . , ' 

10 cakes foreign fragrant soap. ' . 

70 catties eatables. »,,(•• 

1 glass mirror. , . 

27b*caitties foreign white paper. , 

1 large gla^s lamp. o , • 

200'.catties lead.' '. .^, ,-/ , ' ■,' *. '!. • ' .,i '■■ 
1 small foreign gun. ' 

1 foreign sword. 



'Ill 
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1 hat, 
1 spy-glass. 

6 pictares with glasf fnmtB. ,> . - 

40 catties rolled tobacco leaves (segars). 
20 catties foreign crockery. 
. 1 foreign white blarlket. 
id catties foreign copper ware. 
(e) An extra pass granted by the oncers appointed by the impe- 
rial commissioner Lin, oii, account of the opiiim matter now in hand. 
tod stationed at the jetty in front of the factories, to take cognizance 
of all foreigners arriving at and leaving Canton. 

Le, Expectant sub-prefect, delegated especially by the imperill 
oommisaioner, and the Kwangcbow hee. It having become known 
to us, that the fa^tboat owned by Chang, having on board the bar* 
b^irian A., on thi^ .16th day of the 4th month, lei^ves the capital for 
JMlacao^ and as no delay must take place, and as the boat does not 
contain either of those 16 pro6crit>ed [foreigners] who are detained 
in Canton, all custom-houses on the route will allow her to pass, by 
this guaranty. 

No. 196. L. S. of the Kwangclidw hee. 
Taoukwang, 19th year, 4th month, i6tb day. To, be returned. 

From the following edict it appears that captain Billot has applied, 
to the comibissiimery aakidg pei^mi^sion for British merchants ^to. 
CAbduct their commercial business at Macao 

No. 47. 
If^unctions to enter the pari. 

Yu, hoppo of Canton, d^c, &c., proclaims to the hong merchants 
for their full information. On the 24th day of the 4th month of the 
19th year of Taoukwang (June 5th, 1839), I received a joint com- 
munication from their cxceilencies, the hi;jh commissioner and the 
governor, to the following effect ; ''It appears that the English 
superintendent, Elliot has petitioned us, saying, ' that the foreign ships 
fully laden have left Whampoa^ and will immediately get under 
weigh to return to their country, &c,, &c/ 

**Now this corning before u?, tlie hij^h commissioner and governor, 
we at that time, gave an answef, to say : that as regards the foreign 
ships laden with full cargfitis having lefl the ptni of Wiiampoa to 
retqrn immedi^itely to their countries, we find this to be perfectly 
trufi; and those having tequr^H^J their port-clearances to leave 
the qne after the other, they may all be urged to get under weigh as 

- 11 
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•peedily as possible. But in reference to those merchant vessels 
which during this year have arrived at Canton, if Ihey are indeed 
willing to trade, then they ought immediately toprocieed to Whampoa, 
and wait till they be ^x^iiined in conformity with the regulations; if 
they are not willing to trade, th6n they ought to return home as 
speedily as possible, there is no use in their remaining loitering about 
here. As to what he (Elliot) says, that the ships must wait till they 
clSv'get a reply from the sovereign of their country, this is clearly 
an evasive excuse. Think for a little : every one of these ships h^s 
got' a clearance from their respective countries^, permitting them to 
come to the Inner Land to trade, and therefore it is that they come 
Mher witli full cargoes : what reason can there be, on their first iar- 
rival to wait for edicts in reply £fi'om the sovereign of their country]? 
The said superintendent thinks, that because his country is disiaiit 
and difficult of access, that he may borrow these, excuses to loiter ai|<^ 
delay. Who does not know that all these foreign merchants bring 
large capital' along with them ; and who is there that likes to involve 
iHmself in loss, or to ruin his own business? Moreover, the laws which 
guard our seacoast are exceedingly strict and severe ; if these ships be 
not merchantmen, how can we permit them to roam and loiter about 
at their ease ? Iri reference to what he begs about being permitted to 
Ibad cargo at Macao, this is still more at variance with the established 
regulations, and is sUll nore difficult to be permitted. He ought in* 
stantly to urge the empty opium ships to return, to theh country ^.Ist 
'each follow after a lawful trade, for we will not permit the scheming 
after anything beyond this. The said superintenflent ought from first 
to last, to secure the foreign merchants from lo8s» and think anxio^s- 
iy how they may enjoy their blithesome profiifs ; he should keep the old 
laws, and discharge his duties with propriety and in unison ; let hiijii 
not Set about producing thorns and briars, which will choke up busi- 
ness aqd prick himself Besides giving instructions to Lew, the 
Acting tungcAe of Fiihshan, and Tseang, the acting keunmin foo of 
lliiacao, that they lay these commands upon the said superintendent, 
iWioi ; we hereby see it fit also to advise your excellency, the hoppo, 
that you duly examine and put it in force, d&c, &.c.'* 

Now this coming before me, the hoppo, I accordingly issue this 
edict that the same be duly known ; and when my edict reaches the 
sa^d .hong merchants, let them forthwith, in conformity with the 
«>irit^of the accompanying communication, lay the commands upo¥ 
tne superititendent Elliot, that he obey accordingly. Besides ^ur|fihg* 
AM the vessels, proceeding from Whampoa With full cargoes, to returii 
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hdme Ib^thwiUv,^ as regur ds the merebantmen which have arrived this 
^esr '«ft'€siit<m with ear^ies, if th^TeaJly wish to trade, ttt them 
ymwulfl tb Whampoa, aiid coaformaMy tatbe regolatlmid, let th^ 
wMIill th^)r atfe Examined ; if th^ do not trade, the(n Ibt them not 
loiter about here; for there are only two vi^ya, Either to eater t&i 
port, or hegdme ; there is^. no inedidm coune to b^ foBowed. SeMng 
t^nlThe hi&inreartoiifsly d^iv(9red ap the opiatn in the store-ships, this 
is proof enough that he is respectful and submissive ; the mM ^te 
iifie<tiiothe ashaihed to be trailed a superintendent of trade. Builbw 
with these present foreign merchant ships, he has tqirned tagive 
biiiUtlo other kinds of iexpectation : it is, indeed, as their excelle^les, 
the high commissioner and governor, say in their commonioatioii^ 
the safil'iapQfinfenidhfitOKtgiit from first to last to secure and protect 
ihe ihtitign..nierdiaiit^ and think how he miny enjoy his BUU^esdme 
firofift ; tbJieep the old nqpuktions, and perform hifi duties: iil umapli 
^uiA.tJRtth propriety : let him > not lumself give birth :to Uu>ms ^bcuA 
llrUfiCI Tcetiifalt ^ lUid think of this ! /A speciiEd ^iet .. : .^ \{ 
, ;<1^oiihw(ang, J9th year, 4th month, 28th day. June 9th, 163^ nl 
^ 'l?kt f^e^nJl poeil^on and prospects of British trade in Chink'nM 
^^f«My iii^ibated by the following minutes of two ideetinga i^ 
Briliftfe^tiiefchaiAW^'Whieli include a communicaticm from x^sip^H 

^wA. ' 1.' ; •' ' ^ • .....f 

/.:ii r.bri' '= - • '■ •■ •' '.';Wo.. .48. '. •. : 31 

• '{m^ 'Minutea:i>f a^nerad-ih^etkig of firittshjoaerchatita'hdMjJl 
Jfacftfr, Jaiie l^^, i838, ai the office bf IVf^srs. Ddrt & Go. Qo^l^ 
motion Ijof Mr. A. Jardine, seconded by Bfr.' W. Dent, Mt. £khl^ 
Araiiie ; wte loaUed to the chair. .v. a 

' (Movqd by Mr. W. Dent, seconded by Mr. Constable, and n .. ;. 
^ L Rbsalvitli That! this meeting sedi with jr^ret that therelare 
j^rtiee rpr^^ng to aend Bcitish sfaiips.ahd property to Ganteli#<f9L 
iq^tk»kiQq>'ie >ih& istrict.injum^ions of-^^er hHijes^y^s chief aifpacisr 
4ciMeniLl^i^;..^.^' - .'" ^- . ■• '-■ • ■* : nrn 

M.M^i wiihthie xiew of asceitaining the.pdtittion oDfiriti^|;r/8kq9ntfid 
propmty^ a ir<i(|aMilioo'be iBsiieib.herniQj^7 
tojaCftte': (ftRStljr,):wimth6rtiheiB»sefd> pablie n^tioes ipsoed^hgr-hinii ni^ 
tir.jm c6amdar«d!aBfpla6iog atpaEsttfvev>einbaifp>0p^^hrishi{a{Bito^ 
(kieeiiidly;) wbef her he :€oqsyef s ^e. present toMfe ot hjm negoGfialkuts 
wiOk Ihe (Gbioefci, goVeirninentailQhflalor wariantia!behefthat$!t«fc)n» 
j^j. diatani. date, . wc^ aniiay ^depA auoch. an ann^etment : of isxifaf ing 
dt&r^wef; aatiQiadmitnof iBritisb pno|»rty being segt' 'wiibitfl Ibe 
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f HotiAd by Mr Leslie, Bttcoaded by Heerjeebhoj Rmtomjaie, And ! 

• %■ Resolved, T4iat a committee b« formed, to eomomiiicate wkk 
ca{iitie EWtoi ; such committee to coiwist of Meenrs. G. T. BrAMU, 
elnkmAn, A. Jordiiie, W. ThonpsoB, W. Dent, W F. Gray, Dnde- 
bhov Riistemjee, C. B. Adam, and C. Kerr.; 

; Mot ed by Mr. Pox, seconded by .Mr. Alaolean, : and 

• 3. Risohmt, That this meeting b^ a<^rned,q^endiBg;the mcmpn 
of capuin Elliot's reply. 

• Thanks were then voted to the chairman, and dM meecn^^<» 
joorned. .... 

(») The above reaolutioiis were communicated co capt EUioi, 
4«Im> veiarned the foUowiog answer. 

Maoao, 14th June, 1880. 

Sir,*— I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of yesterdaf'g 
dete. The me^ng will permit me respectfully to remark, that t 
iwderstand an embargo to be an act of the government of a coaotry* 
prohibiting the departure of the ships and goods of another^ Found- 
ing my reply, to the first question proposed to me, on that impression^ 
it will be obvious that the several public notices issiied by me catmoi 
Iriace an embargo on British ships and goods. Their purpose ajid 
efiect remain to be noticed. A crisis, of a nature unparalleled 19 
point of importance, has recently supervened, in which 1 have (aund 
it my duty, for the general safety of the public interests under my 
euperintendence, to issue certain prohibitory injunctions to her mejea- 
ty^ eubjects, and careful reflection upon the act of parliament, the 
orders in council, and aN previous analogous practice, pending oar 
intercourse with China, has carried me to the conclusion that I hive 
not transceaded my lawful powers by issuing the notices in question. 

I am of opinion, therefore, that the ordering of British ships or 
goods within the BoccaTigris, under present circumstanoep, tpay, and 
*moet probably will, involve peraons, upon whom such a responsibility 
can be fixed, in consequences of the most serious description. The 
stringency, however, of these instruments, the construction of their 
language, and the liabilities of every kind to be incurred, by a depariurt 
iirom their terms, must be left tq the attentive consideration of parlies 
{itsttch there be) proposing to postpone public authority and general 
49onsideratioin, to their own views and particular iatere^. At all 
etents, it is my duty again to warn her majesty's subjecU in the moil 
emphatic manner, tliat the entrance of British ships and goods within 
the Bocca Tigris, in the present state of affairs appears to me to b# 
nerik>u»in the highest degree. Beyond this consideration of danger^ 
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iQ0^8^ch a ih^uore wcNtld be imenady htimiHaiiog and mtacUiMfoos, 
iieeiuiae M eifeaEbliihes the pfinciple :liiftl British subjeets entArlata • 
oonfideiice in the justice and moderation of thi» goTeromenil, aot- 
withstanding all that has passed; consenting for tlmmselres and tkmr 
countrymen to iria) and condemnation by Chtnese officers uuiSmmm 
of Chinese |adieatiKe, for capital, and aforHari all lesser^ o&euam, I 
tiUfltJ ahaU never be placed in the painfii) situaibn of adik— ing. 
a special injunction to any subjects of her majesty's. re4|utri«gi.lhee»^ 
to desist ^m> a course so unworthy of their country, and \ao xtao- 
getou s to innocent men, whose lives may fall a sacrifice la Jtetr 
leekbss.enpidity, before .the cectain and. powerful interteatipat of 
the 4)ueen can reach these: shinres, and disabuse the .Chinese ^gi^ 
verameBt of the- touigintttioii that such will ever be tojeraied. I 
.tm conveying the plain sense of the instructions under the sign nfc»- 
nual, whea Ide^are that it is imposstUe of admiasioB^ at least till.Qiir 
relations with ihis. empire are more extensitrely modified* Afier ilhis 
exposition, it is to be concluded that we shall hear nb mo|re of the en- 
ttakice of Britbh shqm within the Bocca. Tigris, under, actual circuair 
stances. . ; ^ . 

. In. r^ply tO' the second. question suboutted to me, I. beg to say that 
I see no present rea86n.lo beiieveihat her majesty's subjects may ex- 
.pect suichao arrangement of existing differences as: to admit of Bfifish 
•ghips amd goods heing sent within the Bocca Tigris,.ttndei^ the sauji^tiqn 
:af my authority, before the pleasure of her majesty's gpveri^ment 1^ 
known to me. 

t, b«ve the honor tp remain your, most obedient, humble seirvant, ,. 

(Signed) Charles Eluqt, 
\ .; Chief superintei^dent^4^c. 

G. T* Braine, esq. 
. (c.) Minutes qf an a^JQUirned general meeting held ^t, M^^f^, 
June. nth, 1880, at the office iOfMesars. D^nt ^ Co., G, T. %aiQe, 
lesq., in the chair. . .. ♦. 

1. Proposed by Mr. W. Dent, seconded by Mr. Maclean, and 

Resoloed, That it is the opinfito ofthis meeting, that the public noti** 
^fl'of her majesty's chief supecintenklent, coufled with the ^pl^na- 
^00^ contained in bis letter of i4tfoiintlmt,iare lobe ooniilililred. «p 
"conveying a poaitive order from fain), ^ th^. 6q^ of hisgovi^me^l, 
'prohihitof^ of British ships andpropetty beiiig sent within Hii^Sooca 
•Tigris, in the: exiting sUteof our relatiobB with the Clun€^>g0v<^f- 
rncmt. '■ 'v'^.-^-, ^i/. •• \..ii'>^--: ■: .. '.. ...: .>/.i...' 
t ,ij Proposecl^ by Mr. C 1(^ seconded, by Mr> 0. Smith «a4> 
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Resohed^ Thftt it ooir.lMComeift'aeceMarjr for Sritish^sabjectft^to 
iMike some proper irran|^iMkit8 Ipr the present dbpostt^ of shipff vmik 
property in the outor anohoragcS'; and. that the committee bebiitii^- 
rmd^to comnKintoatewiihithe chief iuperintcndent, with the view orf 
deterntming what ooorae is most- proper to bepurioed. 

a. Proposed by Mr. W: Dent, soconded by Mr. J. Hottidair, AlM 
> Jhsdhed. That Messris. A. *€. Maclean, T. Pox, iand emmet 
Smith lie added to t^ eonnnittee. 
■ *4, Proposed by Mr.iiWi. LesUd; seconded 1^ Mr. OiSiiith, ifnd^ 

Rtwdlvedy^ That likfith/ implicit reHance oa the chief sopertate^ 
iknt,'^aitd the most eo^irb dependoice on thV justice, vmdomv\aB4 
power of tih^ govermnkit ^f England to redress the wrongs' of :BritiA 
merchants) this meettng is of opinion that the inteneats of all OMniao^ 
«!< ivi^ the 'China' trade Mrill rbe best promoted by a cordial niiAiiimil]^, 
and a strict adherence ta the brd^ of the chief svfieritatindem. 
' ^. 1 Pi^posed %< Mr. Madi^m, 'seconded byt.Mr. iKeri*v «iMi - 

RMlvtd\^> That' ^>lpfi9ceedingS4>f tlHs; meeting be submitted "<• 
tlMie1iief«iiperintlendent at^n earljr d^Lte; and that they b^!ptrintsd in 
the Canton newspapers. 

t 'TbtnkS mri footed: b chir chairman,. and themdetdig ^jouriled. 
-X'. vi.n. <\-) *:,*i.(Si^ed!) ' ' •' ' ' f'-G»OBOE •T.''ftiAKNEi,-*Cfa|iirmaB. I 

I'n^kctiord^nc^^wfth the prec^ifiig reMliiYions and dpiniotts^ e«- 
''p^^^Sik^S' by' ilhif ' BritHh^ riiercfratfts '^nd chief stJiperhiteMdeM, thdhr 
Ve^tfl!]^ ddMMifercid ibt^dours^ willprdbiftbly irehmin 8«i£ip^hiled,'«tfiH 
some new measures are taken to place it upon a secufe ahd'inor^ 
hono^a^fle^ Bksis. Tfef^r hist^ ship, the Ann Jfthift, passed out -bfi the 
Boffue oil ^e 'idtb itistfaht. 

'With'^ t'i^'lo^ihfilslen the entrance of the ships within the Bogue, 
and in compliance with orders received from their eflioeHbnbiesiXhe 
coihnMsfifionU knd l^b^l^^hort th^ kenuMo foo^and'his e«adfutor pub- 
RMiteitf khef fohbwiki^ %di«ct,^'afld c4usbd it tO be'trtoaikted anddialrl. 
buted among the shipping, as well as placarded in the' <streetef> i>f 
MaiAb: '"^''^'■' *^- -^^^ ''' ' '■«•'•-..■• '-l ■''■ f' .■•:"- f.,*; .\ 

' 'iLe(v^tK«fc^adststaiiitipvefect(]^Kwan9c^#,:a:iKlrT^ fefaeist|iib-fei> 
^dt of Mteooj'ihake this ideari pbckflamatioQ^ 1 Whece^ the oomiR^i^ 
.tyi of opiYim,'«'^dbep«|iid» ftoking.poiioB, ikssby<>ite.eixAei^t.AjM9«dftfl^ 
gi!^a»dteri(ifbie ^r«tl|ii#)tfas!tn|nrp^rhe ijHii9s|ieoiafly)Commui»i0O^ 
^I9igb,dffi0«r t^ tsbmte to <kiltbn; «ad: in coqjunelion i#iUi. tkt^^gf- 
vernor, to examine and regulate the affairs of the ports of entry»nMf^ 
esjpte^all)^ tb'exUrpatI tUet'V^iMcni trade! rddt aM br^noh^oafld driire 
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away all the store-ships to their own coiiutfy, ifot pemhiim^ the least 
pteticle of it to remain to entail untold injury. He has ascertained 
that the store*sbips have for successive years and nioUths remained 
at anchor in the open sea, accumulating and housing the drug; and 
that sordid avaricious and scheming foreigners have desired to receive 
the freight offered to them for so doing. But now the drug has all 
bean surrendered, and your ships. at liberty to return to yopr own 
country, or ^ngflge in honoraUe traffic, and why do you sttli remain 
anchored in every offing, protracting yoiK stay in Order to waldi 
events, and hoping for a favorable ch^ge ? 

More particularly, the 18 sail of merchautrnen from various coun^ 
tries, who have all come from their own ports bringing valuable com- 
itiodities, apd sailing myriads of miles over vast oceans to reach this. 
land ; there is not one of them who does not wish speedily to dispose 
of their cargoes. Lately, because the holds were closed while the 
opium was being delivered up, none of the merchants, although they, 
wished to enter the port and trade, could do so; but now, the drug 
having been wholly surrendered, their excellencies have graciously 
permitted the embargo to be taken off, and we the sub-prefects do 
transinit these orders to you, that you enter the port and trade. Al- 
ready have two American ships, the Paris and Nantasket, now ap« 
plied to enter the port to trade as usual : why do you who remain, ^ 
(16 sail of vessels) still continue at anchor in the broad ocean ; with- 
out thinking of entering the porti We cannot explain the reason 
fully, but suppose that both store-ships and merchantmen have all 
received the superintendent Elliot's commands^ by which he tries to 
delude you with the extravagant notion that you can t« ade in the 
offings about Macao. But we have received a reply from their 
excellencies, reprimanding the said Elliot and disallowing Macao as a 
port of entry, and alto prohibiting all vessels alike from remaining in 
these anchorages and trading, which is in accordance with the fixed 
regulations. We wish to inquire of you both, of the said store-ship? 
and the merchantmen, what you are still waiting for or expectin^g? 
When we think of you fo/eigners, that you have come hither over 
such a vast and dangerous abyss, we cannot bear to sit still, and idiy 
look on. - ' 

Wherefore we issue this lucid proclamation, which when it reaches^ 
each of the said foreign ships let them fully understand it. Let ail 
of you who have surrendered the opium, instantly spread sail and re- 
turn home; and let those who are fair traders also weigh anchor atfrf 
enter the port. Let all those v^rlio are planning to get profitable trade* 
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be peTsuaded to become good foreigners, not idly listening to vain 
words, waiting to wttch the course of events and Sloping for a favora- 
ble change, which wilt only give cause for future repentance. Lei 
«very one arouse himself and examine his conduct, oftering no op- 
position. , A special edict. 

Taoukwang, 19th year, 5th month, 4th day, (June 14th, 1839. ) 

This called foith a notice in reply fronr captain Eiliot, which we 
believe reached his excellency the commisnoaer, though no reply 
to it has hitherto been published. 

No. 50. 
Public tioHce to her mtye^y's suhjects. 
The officer deputed by the commissioner, and the keunmin foo, 
having caused certain notices to be publicly placarded at Macao» 
inciting British merchants, commanders, and seamen to disregard 
the lawful injunctions of the undersigned, he has this day transmit, 
ted to those authorities the accompanying declaration. A copy of the 
same will be submitted to the commissioner. 

Macao, June 21st, 1839. (Signed) Charles Elliot, 

Chief superintendent, dz^c. 

Elliot, dt^c, dc/C, learns that official notices have been publicij 
placarded, and sent to the ships of his nation, inciting the English 
merchants, commanders, and seamen to disregard his lawful injunc* 
lions, issued in the name of his most gracious sovereign. But where? 
fore are these notices silent upon the causes which have produced the 
conclusion of trade and intercourse at Cantpn ? The high commis- 
sioner has published his own communications to Elliot, but where 
are the replies? These proceedings are highly inconsistent with the 
principles of peace and dignity: and Elliot must now declare the 
motives which have compelled him to require the merchants of his 
nation to leave Canton, and the ships no longer to return within the 
Bocca Tigris. ' / . ^^^ 

On the 24th of March last, Elliot repaired to Canton ^nd immedi- 
ately proposed to put an end to the state of difficulty aud anxiety theq 
existent, by the faithful fulfillment of the emperor's will : and he 
respectfully asked that he and the rest of the foreign community 
might be set at liberty, in order that he might calmly consider ^nd 
suggest adequate remedies for the evils so justly denounced by hi^ 
imperial majesty. He was answered by a close imprison me,nt of more. 
Ihan seven weeks, with armed men day aud night before his gates^ 
under threats of privation df food, water, and life Was this l>ecoinijig 
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treatment to the officer of a friendly nation, recognized by the emper- 
or, and Yi^ho had always performed his duly peacefully and irreproach- 
ably, striving in all things to afford satisfaction to the provincial 
government ? When it thus became plain that the commissioner was 
resolved to cast away all moderation, Elliot knew that it was incum« 
bent upon him fo save the imperial dignity, and prevent some shocH* 
ing catastrophe on the persons of an imprisoned foreign officer, and 
two hundred defenseless merchants. For these reasons of prevailing 
force he demanded from the people of his nation all the English opium 
in their hands, in the name of his sovereign, and delivered it over to 
the commissioner, amounting to 20,283 chests. That matter remains 
to be settled between the two courts. 

But how will it be possible to answer the emperor for this violation 
of his gracious will, that these difficult affairs should be managed with 
thoughtful wis2lom, and with tenderness to the men from afar ? What 
will be the feelings of the most just prince of his illustrious dynasty, 
when it is made manifest to him by the command of her Britannic 
majesty, that the traffic in opium has been chiefly encouraged and 
protected by the highest officers in the empire, and that no portion of 
the- foreign trade to China has paid its fees to the officers with so 
much regularity ^ this of opium ! Terrible indeed will be his imperial 
majesty's indignation when he learns that the obligation^ into which 
the hi|^!MGi^Himissioner entered ^ under his seal, to the officers of a fo- 
' ^eign nation were all violated ! The servants were not faithfully re- 
stored when one fourth of the opium was delivered ; the boats were not 
permitted to run when one half was delivered ; the trade was not really 
opened when three fourths were delivered ; and the last pledge, that 
things should go on as usual when the whole vms delivered, has been 
falsified by the reduction of the factories to a prison with one outlet, 
the expulsion of sixteen persons, some of them who never dealt in 
opium at all, some clerks, one a lad, and the proposal of novel and 
intolerable regulations. 

Can a ^reat moral and political reformation be effected at the 
i^acrifice of all the principles of truth, moderation, and justice,? Or 
is it believed that these spoliatory proceedings will extinguish the 
traffic in opium ? Siich hopes are futile, and the emperor has been 
deceived. But it is asked, on the other hand, whether the wise and 
just purposes of the emperor cannot and should not be fulfilled? 
Most assuredly they can, and they ought. It is certain, however, 
that the late measures of the commissioner have retarded this accom- 
plishment of the imperial pleasure, given an immense impulse to the 

\i 
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traffijc in opium, which was stagnant tor several months before he^at- 
riyed, and shaken the proi^^erity of these flourishing provinces. It is 
probable that they will disturb the whole coasts of the empire, ruin 
thousands of families, foreign and native, and interrupt the peace be- 
tween the celestial court and England, which has endured for nearly 
two hundred years. 

The merchants and ships of the English nation do not proceed to 
iCanton and Whampoa, because the gractoud commands of the emperor 
for their protection are set at nought ; because the truth is concealed 
from his imperial majesty^s knowledge : because there is no safety for 
a handful of defenseless men in the grasp of the government at Can- 
ton; because it would be derogatory from the dignity of their sove- 
reign and nation to forget all the insults and wrongs which have been 
perpetrated, till full justice be done, and till the whole «trade and in- 
tercourse be placed upoti a footing honorable and secure to this em- 
pire, and to England. The time is at hand ; the gracious sovereign 
of the English nation will cause the truth to be made known 
to the wise and august prince on the throne of this empire, and all 
things will be adjusted agreeably to the principlei^ of purest reason; 

Elliot and the men of his nation in China submit the expressions 
6f their deepest veneration for the great emperor. 

(Signed) Ciiarles Elliot, Chief superiutendent^c. 

The following memoranda, first published in the Canton Register, 
will afford the reader some idea of the manner in which the high 
commissioner executed one of the most remarkable parts of the trust 
confided to him by the emperor. The memoranda, it will be se^n, 
are in the form of a private journal. 

No. 51. 
Destruction of the opium at Chunhow (Chinkow). 

On the afternoon of the I5th instant, at the request of Mr. King, t 
embarked with hjm from Macao, in the ship Morrison, captain Ben- 
son, and proceeded up the river to Chuenpe. Mr. K.'s object was 
twofold : first to witness the destruction of the opium, then going 
on in that neighborhood ; and in the second place, to malce inquiries 
respecting the' conditions, on which ships may hereafter enter the 
Bogue. Since many had declared that the Chinese would not destroy 
.one catty of the drug, and many others had expressed their belief 
that, should the destruction be actually undertaken, great quantities 
would be purloined; it seemed the more desirable that some foreigners 
should obtain admittance to the place where the drug was actually 
being destroyed 
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The opportuDity) therefore/ of being an eye-witness of a scene so 
nove], wad gladly improved, with the determination to make every 
practicable inquiry and observation, respecting the fidelity of the 
work as it went on under the immediate inspection of the high com- 
missioner. Contrary to our expectations, no obstacles were opposed 
to our wishes; and I have only to regret, that others could not have 
availed themselves of a like opportunity to witness the same scene. 
That liberty to do this should be given, seems evidently to have been 
intended by the eniperor's own mandate, in which be ttbmmands^ 
that the opium should be destroyed i^ Canton, where natives and 
foreigners ' both alike might he^ 6f it, and see it.' 

About noon, on^;the 16th, the Morrison anchored at Chuenpe, 
near the station wh^i^e the deliveries were made from the receiving 
ships, perhaps two nules below the fort on Anunghoy, and less than 
one fourth that disCautte from the guns on Chuenpe, and those in the 
war«junks in Anson^s bay. In the course of the afternoon, a card 
and an open note, stating the object of the visit, were put into the 
hands of the ch^f <naval officer on the station, who after some demur- 
ring, toying the request might to have been made at Macao, d^c, 
promised to send off both by express to the commissioner, and to 
rettivn an answer before boon, next dSiy. A pilot, who came off from 
the fket at sunrise the following morning, to make inquiries about the 
Morrison, said a favorable answer would be given; atid his report 
seen^d to be confirmed by the unusual display of flags on board the. 
junks, and by thelappearance of severiM large barges in the fleet. 

At half-past nipi^ o'clock, a. m. one of the large boats came along- 
side, having on board Loo TaeyuS, a naval officer of the rank of 
captain. He was'immediately received on board, and cotiducted into 
the cabin. Afler being seated, and passing compliments, he said he 
had been directed "i^y the high commissioner, and the admii^a] his 
maftter, to convey in person thieir pleasure that Mr. K. should proceed 
to Chunhow. He asked whether the party would prefer to go in his 
barge, or in the captain's gig ; and remarked that it was unnecessary 
for us to take any arms, as we should be escorted by several boats, 
and faithfully protected and conducted back by himself. He further 
very pditely — and very gallantly too for a son of Han — inquired if 
Mis. King would Uke to join th6 party. 

While our boat was being made ready, Loo improved the oppor- 
tunity to give us some account of his valiant self and of the imperial 
navy, and made sundry inquiries about admiral Maitland, whom he 
had the pleasure of seeing some months back. He inquired partici^ 
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larly for Mr Morrison, who acted as interpreter on. that occasion ; 
and wished to know if the English superintendelats, Elliot and John- 
< ston, were both at Macao. He did his best to make himself agree- 
able to us, and was throughout the day attentive and lavish of com* 
pliments. He admired the ship and crew, and did not fail to mark 
the contrast between them and his own. 

At 10 o'clock, we left the Morrison, our party consisting of Mr. 
and Mrs. King, captain Benson, myself, and six seamen. Lqoi ia his 
own boat, manned with about sixty seamen, with a few attendants, 
led the way, Jiind our gig followed. As we passed though the fleet, 
several other Jyoats, with officers on board, joined the party, some un- 
der sail, and. Others with rQwers — all in high spirits timd full of glee. 
When east of Anson's bay, having a little islet on oifr right, and the 
ruins of an old^ort on the left, ive passed through Sankow (the three 
mouths of the' creek), and over Shakeo (sandy point)» and with fair 
wind and tidereached Chunhow, in less than an hoQr from the time 
oC leaving tb^; ship. Chunhow is, I should think, five or six miles 
from the fort on Chuenpe; and nearly due east, distant about two 
miles from th| fort on Anunghoy. From the islet above mentioned, 
our course wa^ northeast up a snmll creek, with hills and dales, rice- 
fields and rivi]^ts, on each side. A few thatched huts were seen here 
and there, With two or three small villages off to the southeast. In 
the opposite direction, near the banks of the creek, there was a mili- 
^ry station,-^ mere watch-house, and a large ancestral temple. A 
good many;bbats were passing and repassing the ri^r, exhibiting on 
all sides the aspect of quiet and industry. n 

Chunhow 'hi a long narrow village, on the east side of the creek, 
running npftb , an(] south, perhaps one third of a ^mile. The site 
seleclbd .fot':)^^ deposit and destruction of the opiwao, is on the bank 
of the creek^*iat the brow of a hill, a short distance ftom the north 
end of the v^age, including an area about 400 oi; 500 feet square, 
strongly empaled wi|b bamboos. Crowds of spectators appeared in 
the boats, on the houses, and on the sides of the hill, as our party 
passed by the village. As we approached the landing-place, the war- 
boats and junks beat a salute; and two divisions of troops, in full 
uniform, were^ch*awn up under their respective standards, one on the 
south, the other on the porth, ef the enclosure. It was a fine morn- 
ing, and the Chinese seemed delighted with the arrival of our little 
gig. The scene around us, taking it all in all, was pleasing and 
somewhat imposing; still there wa^ something in the work itself 
.which made me feel sad and sick at heart. 
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Just before reaching the landing-place, Loo, our guide, asked whe* 
tber we would see the commissioner. Being answered in the affir- 
mative, he inquired what ceremonies we would perform, and whether 
we would make the kotow or not. Refusing to perform the latter, 
and intimating what would be our pleasure, it was agreed at once, 
that we should conform to the usages of our own country. 

Loo, stepping on shore before us, begged us to wait till he could 
announce our arrival, and make arrangements for reception. After 
a short absence, he returned attended by a military officer, named 
Wongchin, deputed by the commissioner to wait on the visitors. He 
wore a long heavy cutlas, and was booted and belted like a warrior. 
He was a Mohammedan, a native of one of the northern provinces; 
rather tall, stout, of a very dark complexion, wearing a thick long 
l^lack beard. He had evidently been bred in the camp, and inured 
to a martial life. As he and Loo approached our gig, the latter 
pointed out each of us, calling us by name ; and then requested me 
to step on shore. After a formal introduction to his friend Wong- 
chin, Loo stated the arrangements that had been made for the occa- 
sion; we were first to examine the whole works in detail, and 
afterwards were to have an audience with the commissioner, if we 
desired it. Also it was intimated, that we should choose our own 
time, and inspect every part as long and as minutely as we wished.^ 

Oiir party now stepped froifi the gigj and passing along a pier, 
entered the enclosure. This, as described above, was a large area, 
surrounded by a strong palisade, like a Malayan camp, There were 
gates on each side, excepting the east ; at these, sentinels were sta- 
tioned, and no person was allowed to enter without a ticket. And 
on going out of the place, every one was examhued. The number of 
workmen was said to be about five hunderd. The number of officer^, 
civil and military, could not have been less than sixty or eighty. A 
collection of finer looking men I have scarcely ever seen. Many of 
the clerks and attendants, too, were young and good-looking. All 
these officers were employed as inspectors and overseers. A part 
of them were on elevated seats, under mat sheds, to watch all the 
movements, in every part of the enclosure ; and their position was 
such that nothing could escape their notice. By alternation, some 
of these were kept always at their posts, day and night, Ajnoth,er 
part of the officers superintended the delivery of the opium from the 
chests, which had been stored up in small enclosures within the 
large one. Special care was taken to see if each chest and parci^l 
now corresponded to what it was marked down, when taken froip 
the store-ships. 
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On the west side of the enclosure, just within the palisades, were 
three large vats or trenches, running from east to west, say 150 
feet long, 75 feet broad, and 7 deep, flagged with stone, and lined 
along the sides with heavy timbers. Each of these three had its 
own fence, with entrances only on one side. When we were there, 
one had no opium in it; a second was being Ailed; and another was 
nearly ready to be emptied. 

The process to which the drug was subjected, was briefly this. In 
the first place a trench was filled two feet deep, more or less, with 
fresh water, from the brow of the hill. The first trench was in this 
state, having just been filled with fresh water. Over the second, in 
which the people were at work, forms, with planks on them, were 
arranged a few feet apart. The opium in baskets was delivered into 
the hands of coolies, who going on the planks carried it to every part 
of the trench. The balls were then taken out one by one^ and 
thrown down on the planks, stamped on vwith the heel till broken in 
pieces, aiid then kicked into the water. At the same time, other coo- 
lies were employed in the trenches, with hoes and broad spatulas, 
busily engaged in beating and turning up the opium from the bottom 
of the vat. Other coolies were employed in bringing salt and lime, 
. and spreading them profusely over the whole durfkce of the trench. 
The third was about half-filled, standing like a distiller's vat, not in 
a state of active fermentation^ ^ut of slow decomposition, and was 
- nearly ready to be drawn off. This was to be done through a nar- 
row sluice, opened betWeen the trench and the creek. This diuice 
was two feet wide, and somewhat deeper than the floor of the trentli. 
ft Avas furnished with a screen, made fine likig a sieve, so as to pre- 
vent any large masses of the drug from finding their way into the 
treek. Loo told us that the deistruction of the opium, which com- 
* menced on the 3d, would be completedTby the 23d. At first, he 
said, less than 1000 per day were worked off; but the day we were 
there he thought the number would be near 1300 chests. 

By half-past 11 o'clock, we had examined, and ireexamined every 
part of the process of destruction. The degree of care and fidelity, 
with which the , whole work was conducted, far exceeded our expec* 
tations; and I cannot conceive how any business could be more faith- 
fully executed. The watch was apparently much stricter, on every 
side, than it was during the detention of foreigners in Canton. One 
y poor man, at Ghunhow, for only attempting to carry off" some small 
pieces of opium about his person, was, on detection, almost instantly 
visited with the extreme penalty of the law. If any was pilfered, it 
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knust have been in very small quantitiesi aud at the inosi immiiient 
hazard of life ;— - at least, so I ant constrained to believe. 

Well satisfied with the inspecl^crn of the trenches, we were again 
asked if we were ready to see the commissioner. A seat for Mrs. K. 
\ira8 provided near the boat in one of the watch-houses, where she 
vras furnished with tea and sweetmeats, attended by captain Benson, 
while Mr. King and myself, conducted by Loo and Wongchin, pro- 
ceeded to the east side of the enclosure, to the apartments of the com- 
misi^ioner. These were large and commodious, built of bamboos, 
like the temporary theatres of the Chinese. The hall of audience 
was about twenty fe^t square, a Ifttle elevated, and open on the west 
side, so as to command a full view of the trenches and landing-place. 
The floor was covered with carpets, and the walls decorated with 
scrolls. When within a few yards of the hall. Loo pointed out to us 
one by one, the officers we were going to meet. Lin, his majesty's | 
high commissioner, occupied the east side of the hall alone, seated in j 
a broad chair or sofa, with two tables near him, one on each side. 
The admiral, or commander-in-chief, of the maritime forces of the 
province, occupied a seat alone at the commissioner's right, on the 
north side of the hall ; at his lefl, on the south side of the hall, the 1 
hoppo and commissioner of justice, or nganch&sze, were seated. All ; 
the other officers were standing, some within and others without the j 
hall, habited in their summer dresses, wearing silk boots, with light ^ 
straw hats or bonnets, crowned with buttons indicative of their re- 
spective rank. 

When leaving Macao, we had little expectation of being so soon 
ushered into the presence of such dignitaries as those now before us. 
However, we determined to take full advantage^ of Chinese modera- 
tion, and to protract our interview so as to see and to learn whatever 
the occasion would allow. With a suitable air of indifference, and 
all due gravity, d la Chinoise, we advanced to the west side of the 
hall. Here we took off our hats, and bowed to the commissioner, 
standing directly before him, surrounded by a dense crowd of officers 
and attendants. Loo and Wongchin, at the same time, in the mid- 
dle of the hall, kneeled and prostrated themselves before his excel- 
lency ; who immediately bade them rise, and the conference com- 
menced, and lasted full two hours. Loo and Wongchin were chief 
speakers, first addressing the commissioner, and then communicating 
with us. 

The commissioner opened the conversation by uiquiriug if Mr. K. 
had received his communication, addressed to him; sometime back, 
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while io Cantoo. In replyiog to this> reference was made to t.H^ 
inconveniences and losses sustained by the late proceedings ; andl it 
was inquired, whether any security would be given that such should 
not occur in future. This prepared the way to ask for a specificattoi^ 
of the conditions on which ships will henceforth be allowed to en^er 
the port. His excellency said, the evils had grown gradually and 
secretly, because their auth<^s had been dealt with so leniently ; aimd 
that now the time had come when forbearance was no longer possi- 
ble. It was solely for the suppression of the traffic in opium that tli^ 
late severe measures had been prosecuted. The illicit trade, he said ^ 
must now be stopped ; the other should be protected. After spealc— 
ing long and animatedly on this point, the commissioner gave th^ 
following in writing. 

<( Vessels engaging in the regular and honorable trade, and rcalljr 
having no connection with the hurtful practice of introducing opium^ 
shill assuredly receive additional favor, and shall in no way be in- 
volved in difficulties. 

" Vessels engaging in the clandestine sale of opium, shall assured- 
ly be .examined and treated with great severity, and no degree of 
favor or leniency shall be shown to 'them. 

** In brief, the good are good for themselves, and the evil are evil 
for themselves. Let the good, dismissing ali anxiety of heart, pro- 
secute their commerce freely, without any apprehensions of difficulty. 
As for those who are evil, it only remains that they early turn about, 
change their practices, and abandon their vain expectations.'V 
. In the course of the conversation, Mr. K. presented two paperg to 
the commissioner, one referring to his own vessels, asking that they 
ipight enter and trade as formerly. This, the commissioner said, 
should be granted. In. tlie second paper, after alluding to the unhappy 
and dangerous position into which affairs have been recently placed, it 
was urged, that speedy reparation ought to be made for all losses that 
had been unjustly incurred, that ample security should be given that 
the like interruption of the regular trade should not again occur, and 
that it should be clearly proclaimed that it was only against the traffic 
in opium that severity is to be exercised. With a view to remove 
existing evils, to guard against their recurrence, to preserve peace, 
and to extend commerce, it was further suggested, that the port- 
charges should be fixed according t6 the amount of goods; that three 
additional ports, northward, should be opened to all foreigners; 
that merchants s(iould be allowed to have their families reside with 
them; that in all criminal cases, the offender should be tried by his 
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own consul, acting jointly with the local commissioner bf justice { 
that ministers plenipotentiary should be allowed to reside in the capi* 
tal^ near the emperor, &c. 

Very particular inquiries were made respecting the intentions of 
the English in withdrawing from the port, and also as to the best mode 
of conveying communications to the queen of England and other 
European sovereigns, in order to secure their cooperation for the 
suppression of the traffic in opium. Inquiries were made for maps, I 
geographies, and other foreign booka ; and particularly for a complete j 
copy of Morrison's Dictionary. .^ ^ 

From the whole drift of the conversation and inquiries«during the 
interview, it seemed very evident that the sole object of the commis- 
sioner was, and is, to do away the traffic in opium, and to protect and 
preserve that which is legitimate and 'honorable. Both in the man- 
ner and matter of his conversation, he appeared well ;. betraying, 
indeed, now and then, more or less of that partiality for his own coun- 
try and sovereign, and that disregard of all others, which are so 
characteristic of great statesmen. Throughout, he was bland and 
vivacious, and exhibited nothing that was ^'barbarous or savage," 
He appeared to* be not more than 45 years of age; is short, rather i 
stout; has a smooth, full round face, a slender black beard, and a keen \ 
dark eye. His voice was clear, and his tones distinct. His coun- \ 
tcnance indicated a mind habituated to care and thoughtfulneds. 
Once only he smiled — almost laughed,— as Mr. K. declined to cha- I 
racterize the members of the cohong. The question was, who of them 
were good? It was not answered. The accounts given him of . 
British naval power — especially of steam vessels r— seemed [rather 
unpalatable, and once or twice raised a frown oh his brow. 

Afler taking leave of the commissioner, we were couducted back 
in the same manner as we came up. A large collection of presents 
were sent after us*^ At five p. m., we were on our way to Macao. 
About nine o'clock in the evening, our old friend Loo came down to 
us, to return the papers for translation, they having been presented in 
English, and the commissioner's linguists being unable to under- 
• stand them. A translation was promised to be soon ready, and he . - 
again took leave. The next day at sunset We reached Macao, well 
pleased with the trip. 

P. S. The commissioner has m his service four natives, all of 
whom have made some progress in the English tongue. The first is 
a young man, educated at Penang and Malacca, and for several years 
employed by the Chinese government at Peking The second is an 
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ol4 man, educated at Serampore.^ The third is a young man, who was 
ooc€ at the echool at Cornwall^ Conn., U. S. A. The fourth is « 
young lad, educated in China, who is able to read and translate pa- 
( pers on common subjects, with much ease, correctness), and facility* 

The manner, hi which the Chinese propose to themselves to carry 
on the trade with foreigners, w31 be seen by the following regulation^, 
trinslated by Mr. Fearon, and copied from the Canton Press. 

No. 52. 
New port regulations, 

Yu, by imperial appointment, superintendent of customs in the 
province of Kwangtung, &c., dE.c., to the linguists Tsaemow (Old 
Tom), and the others, for their full information. 

On the 6th day of the 5th month of the 19th year of Taoukwang, 
1 received the following communication from the governor: ^'On the 
2d day of the 5th month ^June 12th), the custom-house clerk, Le- 
king reported that the American ships Nantasket and Paris had enter<« 
ed the port : and on the 4th day, the two sze magittrates made their 
joint report respecting the new regulations they were commanded 
to frame, for dispatching civil officers to search and examine the fo- 
reign ships, with a military and police force. They report the result 
(of their deliberations), and wait for orders how to act." A draft is 
copied out and handed up for the consideration of the governor^^ 
containing regulations for guarding against the smuggling of opium 
by the foreign ships lately arrived. On receipt of it, let the several 
officers respectfully obey it. We, the sze magistrates, in obedience to 
the regulations proceed to lay them before you. 

§ ). Immediately a foreign vessel anchors in the outer waters, 
an officer should be delegated to take her measurement and draught 
of water ; this should be clearly written out and notified in a sealed 
certificate. Afler her arrival at Whampoa, it would be expedient to 
send an officer again to measure her, when, should it appear that her 
depth of water does not agree with that entered in the certificate, the 
discrepancy should be reported, that orders might be issued to fine 
her. 

Upon examination it appears that the merchant ships of the various foreign 
nations ^bicb bring cargoes to Canton to trade, anchor, for a time, at Lintin 
and other places in the outer waters : there, in league with traitorous black, 
guards of the inner land, they smuggle opium, and secretly dispose of other 
contraband goo^ They then enter the riv^. lliese evSs are without 
bounds, and u-e indeed intensely wicked. The opium ships now in the outer 
waters have dehvered up eVeqr particle of the smoking filth which they had 
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hoarded ap» and vfUch m now al) de^xf^9i i tliey are also sternly prohibited 
from ever bnngiog it hereafter. But it in to be feared that at some future 
day their former wickedness will again bud forth ; we must not, therefore, 
omit to enact laws beforehand to guard against Uiis. Now the collector 
of customs has determined that, both in the outer waters and in the rirer, 
(the foreign ships) shall be subject to the same laws respecting their draught 
of water as the grain boats. An officer being delegated to measure them 
and note their depth of water. By this salutary measure, the evil may be 
completely guarded against. 

^ % All foreign vessels coming to Canton, in future years, to 
trade, (the season of their arrival being always the same,) must be 
correctly measured outside, ere they will be permitted to enter the 
port. 

Whampoa being situated so near the capital, no officer of rank has ever 
been stationed there. 

^ 3. As the foreign vessels will have to be measured again when 
there, it would be expedient to. appoint an officer of known ability, 
to superintend the management of the business. 

The plan is expedient, and hereafter as soon as it is reported that a ship 
wishes to come to Whampoa, the government will, delegate from Canton an 
acting magistrate, of known ability and talents, to proceed thither befbre- 
hand, taking with him linguists and peopb to meaisure the diip. On her 
arrival there, she must, acoor^ng to law, be measured ; the officer superin* 
tending in person. Should h^ draught of water not correspond with that 
mentioned in the sealed certificate, it will be apparent that smuggling has 
been going on outside during her passage up, and a report of the fact must 
be tethwith sent to government, that the%ffi^ir may be investigated and 
punisfaed. When he has completed the duties of his mission, he will be i^- 
lowed to return to Canton and report himself. 

§,4 Wb?ci n foreign ship ooniea into port, she should, on arrival 
at Whampoa, b0 wMchod, and prevented from smuggling. The ofl&- 
o«er sbQiald be stationed on the left, and the custom-bouse runners on 
the right side of her, their boats being anchored on each side of b€ff- 
Thus for keeping her in awe» there would be the deputed naval officer : 
.for guarding against her, the aoldiery belonging to the cruisers on 
that station: for taking account of the lading and unlading of cargo, 
the Whampoa clerks : and for ae^mpanying the cargo up to Canton, 
Mhe riv«r polica This regulation comprehends every tm^rgtncy, 
AO^ if only acted opon faitb^Uy, will completely prevent the least 
aoniggling going on. It may hereafter become ejcpedient to appoiBt 
another officer to superintend and inquire into the conduct of the 
aayitary and polioe forces employed am the above di«ty. Sfcodd he 
disopyer tbat tkefe ha» been the least remissness, negligenee, smoj^ 
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ghng, receiving bribes, carelessness in guarding, ok any other such 
vile practices, he should forthwith report the facts, and the offenders 
should really be visited with the heaviest pepalties. 

it appears \^y this, that for guarding against smuggling on board foreign 
ships ^hich come up to Whampoa, there are, an officer of ability, custom* 
house runners, clerks, and soldiery, whose duty individually and collectively 
i& to watch and examine. The above regulation is really excellent and most 
complete, but it docs not provide for a high civil officer being delegated to 
superintend the whole, and to inquire into the conduct of the police and sol- 
diery ; to see that their duties are more than nominal, and that carelessness 
or inattention does not take the place of watchful energy ; it is therefore now 
determined : 

^ 5. That an able officer of rank be delegated to superintend 
the whole, and to keep a check on the police and soldiery. It is 
expedient to select an officer who is well known for his ability, 
acquaintance with the duty, and trustworthiness, who must remaia 
constantly on guard. This will effectually ensure watchfulness and 
alertness in guarding, and will prevent [the soldiery, &c.,] from 
secretly enjoying their pleasures, and conniving at the; foreigners 
.smuggling. 

Respecting the selection of officers for this duty, it may happen at the time 
that they have other appointments to attend to, which will make it difficult 
to send them on this mission. The number of acting officers and those wait- 
ing for appointments, now in Canton is not great, neither are they well fitted 
by experience to undertake the duty, and are liable to be called away on any 
other duty, and are consequently unable to remain any lengthof time to 
watch and guard. Besides this it would be an extremely difficult task to 
muster these gentlemen to select one of their number. 

^ 6. It is therefore permitted that, according to the circumstances 
of the time being, any one, from among the candidates for office, 
assistant magistrates, &c., who may not be employed on any other 
duty, may be selected to superintend and guard. 

When the foreign ship has completed her lading, and left the port, 
(should there be no other vessel at Whampoa,) there will be no further oc- 
casion for the police and soldiery to guard against and keep them in awe ; 

^•7. Orders n^ay, therefore, then be sent to the chief superin- 
. tending delegate to return to the capital, and report the completion 
of his duties. Afterwards, another vessel coming up, the same ofijcer, 
: should be be engaged on no other duty, must be sent to superintend 
tthis. 

i The duty of this officer will be extremely onerous, as immediately a ship 
arrives, he will be sent down, without a moment's delay^ to superintend her 
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second measurement. We, the sze migistrates, have hitherto had no reports 
sent to our office, of the time of a foreign vessel's arrival at Whampoa : and 
were the report to be first sent in, orders to be waited for ere the officers 
could go, and consideration as to the selection to be made, much delay would 
occur ere the ships could be measured. It is therefore enacted, 

^ 8. That hereafter, when the merchant vesssels of the various 
nations come to Canton to trade, the time of their arrival must be 
immediately reported to government, who will send either an assistant 
magistrate, or an officer from the cheheen's office, down to Wham- 
poa beforehand, and give his whole energy, day and night, to the 
maintenance of a strict guard and surveillance. 

Should there b^ any such blackguards among the pdice and soldiery, as to 
keep away from the ship, or neglect their watch, or smuggle, or receive 
bribes, or show remissness and triffing, or dare to borrow pretenses for ez- 
.torting money from the common people, then the whole circumstances of 
their offending must be forthwith secretly reported to govemsient, and the 
offenders sent up to Canton to meet their punishment As to all those fish, 
ferry, comprador boats, ^., which ply about the shipping, orders should be 
requested for the delegate to search and exam'me them, that all evils which 
might arise therefrom may be prevented. Whether the number of ships of 
all nations, which may in i^ter years, resort to China, will be large or smaD, 
there is no means of knowing certainly. 

^ 9. Should the number of those which hereafter come up to 
Whampoa, be very considerable, it will be' necessary for one officer to 
superintend the measuring, and another the guard and surveillance. 
It is expedient therefore that, in sugIi cases, two officers be appointed) 
one to superintend each department. Should the number, however^ 
be small, the measuring department will be but triffing, and one 
officer can superintend b<Hh duties. The measuring officer will 
therefore remain to superintend the preventive guard, and to keep 
the soldiery to their duty. 

Thus the whole duty of measuring and watching will be performed, with- 
out it being necessary to send two officers, and with much less trouble and 

inconvenience. . . . , . , 

§ 10. Should the said delegate be remiss m his duty, receive 

bribes, or allow the clerks and soldiery to connive with the foreigners, 

he should, immediately the fact is known, be deprived of his rank 

and dismissed the service. 

An official court of inquiry, must in such cases be held, to determine his 

guilt or innocence, and strict justice done. The whole facts of the case, 

with the verdict, must be reported to government to receive its sanction. 

At the same time, reports of the case must be sent to the collector of customs, 

for his information and guidance. 
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'* This coming before tne the governor, I do ordain, in reply, that 
these regulations, setting aside all former ones, be adopted for manag- 
ing the trade. The hong merchants, Mowqua and Ponkhequa are 
h^eby commanded forthwith to secure the American ships Nan- 
tasket and Paris, in accordance with the new and fixed regula- 
tions. Lei them proceed in person to Whampoa, and there with all 
sincerity and energy subject [the ships] to the strictest scrutiny and 
examination. The bond hitherto required must be signed both by 
the foreigners and hong merchants, by which they solemnly bind 
themselves cheerfully and willingly to abide by the consequences of 
their crimes, should they be discovered to have opium, and to deliver 
it up. His honor the ooliector of customs wiU also, on his part, 
(should he discover opium) when the holds are opened by his oiders, 
forthwith deliver it up to me the governor, that it may be recorded. 

" Business must now be carried on as is above set forth. The 
hong merchants must accord their most implicit obedience ; and in 
company with the linguists, hasten forward, and in all sincerity give 
their whole minds to the management of their business. Not a mo- 
ment's delay will be permitted* If ^hey allow any smuggling, or 4are, 
as formerly > to pasj} it over as a trifling matter, or do mot carefully 
search and investigate, or if they rashly and hurriedly give the bond, 
and smuggling of opium or other contraband goods is afterwards de- 
tededy then immedtatdyv as discovery of the £Eicts is made, the ate- 
ittoff, jiinioe, aod security hong merchants^ with the lioguiats^ shall all 
be taken and rtsked with most extreme punishmefit. Not a particle 
of hidulgenee will be sliown them. Let this he circulated among all 
the officers of the province for their infoirmation and guid^icQ/' 

On receipt of the above I, the ooUeetor, in compliaiice iherewith» 
^roue iYaa edict for general information. Iminedsately the said Unr 
guists receive it, let them accord their implicit obedience to the go- 
vernor'st regulations for oiaoagiog tl-ade. Da not trijQe with nor 
disobey this edict, lest yoo become involved in guilt. Haate! Haste! 
A special edict. June 23d, 1839. 

After months have been occupied in discussion, the question of 
the bond has finally been settled, by adopting a somewhat modified 
form, written both in Chinese and English, of which the following is 
the English version. 

No. 53. 
A duly prepared band. 

The foreign captain belonging to the United States 

of America has now received the commands of the heavenly dynasty 
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rigidly prohibiting opium ; and he has had it clearly ptoclaimed to 
him that certain new regulations have been established to that effept, 
and the said foreigner, holding the same in great dread, will not dare 
to oppose or violate them. 

Now the said ship just arrived brings no opium, and I now give 
this as a true certificate of the same. 

Dated Canton, 

Supplementary to the puUic meeiinga of British merchants, held 
in Macao oo the 12th and 17th June, we have here to add a corres- 
pondence between the committee of those meetings and the saperin- 
tondent of British trade. 

No. 54. 
Scaie of demurrage. 
Captain Charles Elliot, 

Chief superintendent of the trade of British subjects in China. 
Sir, — With reference to the interview of the committee, appointed 
at the public meeting held at Messrs. Dent, 6l Cd.'s office on 12th and 
17th of June, with you, on the 8th instant, I am now directed to hand 
you the inclosed copy of the notes of a meeting of that committee, 
with a proposed scale of demurrage for ships now lying in the outer 
anchorages. 1 am particularly to call to your attention that the com- 
mittee do not profess, in the absence of legal decisioos on strictly 
analogous cases, to determine on what parties an^ claim for demur- 
rage may eventually fall, the point being one which it may be necessa- 
ry to determine in the English courts of law, unless the British go- 
vernment should, by admitting in the first instance, the validity of the 
daiih on them, render any such reference unnecessary. In regard 
to such ships as may be partially loaded, and be desirous of trans- 
shipping their goods to other vessels, it appears to the committee that 
such transshipment could only be made, on the government, or you 
as their representative, taking the responsibility of insurance, inas^ 
much as the owners and consignees of goods at present hold the 
underwriters liable under the original policies of insuranqe, and can- 
~ not be expected to perform any act, which would release them from 
that liability, without some other equally effectual security. The 
committee are clearly of opinion that as the ultimate incidence of 
the payment for demurrage must be left for adjustment by the British 
government, or courts of law, the consignees of goods here cannot be 
expected to make any payment on that account, and as goods cannot 
he detained except ibr freight, the captain and consignees of vessels jp 
should sue finr their demurrage in England, under protests to be made 
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ind Recorded here tii cases of trausshipment, the consigneefi of 
goo^B, the coinmittee apprehend, will Hold the ships liable for even* 
tua) due delivery of the cargo under the original bills of lading ; and 
transshipment would therefore be most properly made the subject oi 
arrangement between the captain and consignees of the ships bring- 
ing the goods, and those of the vessels to which they may be transfer- 
red . And with this view, the committee consider that, should under 
special circumstances, such transshipment become necessary, the hir- 
ing of the requisite store-ships would rest with her majesty's superin- 
tendent; who could best decide on the necessity of that measure, with 
reference to the particular merits of each individual case. Should you 
have any suggestions or observation^ to make with reference to the 
enclosed paper, or the remarks connected with it, I shall be happy to 
receive and communicate them to the committee. 

I have the honor to be. Sir, your most obedient, humble servant, 
(Signed) George T.-Braine, 

Macao, 10th Juljr, 18S29. Chairman. 

Notes of an adjourned meeting of the committee appointed at the 
public meeting held at Messrs. Dent and Co.'s office on the 17th 
June. Present: — W. Dent, A. C. Maclean, D. Rustomjee, C. 
Kerr, A. Jardtne, G. Smith, and G. T. Braine. — Chairman. 

1. In accordance with a suggestion made by captain Elliot in a 
personal interview, the committee consider it desirable to frame a 
scale of demurrage for goods on board ships now lying at the outer 
anchorages. 

2. Ajt the same time the committee deem it proper to record their 
opinion that in the absence of any decided cases of strictly analogous 
character to the present position of matters in China, they are not 
competent to form any conclusion as to whether the ships have a 
valid claim for demurrage, and if demurrage be actually due, on 
whom such claim may equitably fall ; the object of forming the propo- 
sed sea le being merely to establish uniformity of practice in respect 
to the rate of charge. The committee consider it desirable to divide 
the vessels for Whampoa into three classes. 

Ist class, above 600 tons register ; 

2d class, from 350 to 600 tons register ; 

9d clas^, u^djr 350 >» „ 

2. The committee are oiii opinion that demurrage, if due might 
fairly undet the circumstances, commence one month after arrival in 
Macao roads, or Hongkong ; but in no case to begin until one moDih 
afler the date of captain Elliot's public notice of March 23d, 1839 
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3. The committee have thought it desirable to propose the fol- 
lowing scale as a reasonable claim for demurrage on the part of the 
owners of the ships, 

1. Ships from India. 

Rate of charge per month on cotton. 

1st class ships, 50 cents per bale of 300 lbs. 

2d do. 60 „ „ „ „ 

3d do. 75 „ „ „ „ 

Sandal wood and fishmaws, ^ cents per pecul in all ships. 

Sidtpetre^ betel nut, pepper, tin, and any other Indian produce, not 
enumerated, 10 cents per pecul in all ships. 

2. Ships from England. 

Measurement goods, $2^ per ton of 50 cubic feet. Metals and 
other dead weight, $1 per ton of 20 cwt. 

(Signed) George T. Braine, 

Chairman. 

Macao, July 15th, 1839. 
ToG. T. Braine, Esq. 

Sir, — I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of the lOth in- 
stant, and I beg you to convey to the committee my thanks for the 
assistance^hey have atforded me on this occasion. 

My own opinion is concurrent with theirs, that the determination of 
the parties, upon whom any charge for demurrage should eventually 
fall, must be left to the decision of the courts in England. 

Respecting ships partially unloaded, and which it may be desired 
to discharge, I am ready, for convenience sake to undertake the 
public responsibility of insurance of any goods or produce (not con- 
traband in the country) transshiped for safe deposit into British bot- 
toms: upon an understanding, however, that the. charge should de- 
volve upon the shippers, if it should hereafter be legally determined 
that the master, under all the circumstances of the case, would have 
been justified in making such deposit, at the risk of the merchant. 

I agree with the committee that as the ultimate incidence of the 
payment for demurrage, must be determined in England, it is not 
reasonable that any payment should be made here on that account. 
It is likewise my impression that the terms, of transshipment should 
moit properly be left for arrangement between the masters and 
consignees qf the carrying ships, and those of the vessels to w|iip|i 
they may be transferred. 
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The opinion of the committee, concerning transshipment at a)], 
expressed in the last paragraph of your letter^ is coincident with rav 
own. 

I have the honor to remain, Sir, 

Your mostoli^dient humble servant, 

Charles Elkuot^ 
Chief superintendent of British trade. ^ 



At this point of line, .we close, ihe fteries of papets. coonecteii with 
this crisis in the opium^liade. The drama seems kmt just begun. Only 
the first act is yet finished ; and for the seqon^) growing oot of it, we 
must wait until the will of the Indian and the hoipe governments be 
made known. We sh,a]l ei^avor to ,ke^ ouc readiers in^rnoec} of 
all the principal events which transpire ip relation to it. Since the 
trade was r^topened, none but American ships have entered the port. 
These, orily ten or eleven in number, have found no difficulty in car- 
rying on their trade as formerly. AH the captains of these ships 
hav^ we believe, signed the bond (No. 53), writing their names 
between the Chinese and English, so as to sign it in both langiiages. 
What consequences will resuU> should the Chinqse attempt to hold 
the foreigners in Canton responsible for the acts of smuggling on the 
coasts we connot tell ; none of those who signed the bond, signed it 
for any others than themselves individually, and there is no valid 
ground to suppose that the Chinese consider it in a different light 
from foreigners. 

With two or three exceptions, none but Americans now reside in 
Canton. A small custom-house for the tide-waiters is erected at the 
landing place near the Company's garden, where proper officers take 
the name of every foreigner who comes ashore. Two boats, provided 
by the fiong merchants, are anchored at the same place, and boats 
from the shipping are not permitted to stop at any other landing. TRie 
two^ ifiiclosmres, which were so urgentfy requested by foreigners some 
years ago, are now completed, and the square is much more agree* 
able as a promenade than formerly. Many of the sailing and rowing 
boats, which were hauted up on shore by the hong merchants' drder 
at the comjmencenDent of the siege, still remain within the incbsure -^ 
the houseft in which they wer^ kept have all been pulled down ; and 
the little inlet thm ran into tfhe Sqoare opposite the Swedisir hong 
bfts been filled. Tke tferrac^s on the top of the fuctories have mostly 
been taken dow/n by the hong merchants ; in one instance, a tfiBcf 
terrace was broken up, and a roof erected. New China streftt slill 
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remains closed at the southern end ; Hog lane has been reopened. 
Many of the thirteen hongs are left without an inhabitant, and the 
bustle and business which once characterized them are gone. Ac- 
cess to the suburbs in the rear of the factories is free as formerly, 
several parties having gone around the city walls, and the conduct 
of the common people towards foreigners seems not to be changed 
in the least. 
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